The Incarnation Word
February 2012
With Lent approaching quickly, I hear folks
starting to talk about what they might give up
for the season this year. But I also hear people asking why we give things up at all.
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Albert Schweitzer once wrote, “You know of
the disease in Central Africa called sleeping
sickness. …There also exists a sleeping
sickness of the soul. Its most dangerous aspect is that one is unaware of its coming.
That is why you have to be careful. As soon
as you notice the slightest sign of indifference, the moment you become aware of the
loss of a certain seriousness, of longing, of
enthusiasm and zest, take it as a warning.
You should realize that your soul suffers if
you live superficially. People need times in
which to concentrate, when they can search
their inmost selves. It is tragic that most men
have not achieved this feeling of selfawareness. And finally, when they hear the
inner voice they do not want to listen anymore. They carry on as before so as not to
be constantly reminded of what they have
lost. But as for you, resolve to keep a quiet
time both in your homes and here within
these peaceful walls when the bells ring on
Sundays. Then your souls can speak to you
without being drowned out by the hustle and
bustle of everyday life.”

The Incarnation Word

Schweitzer wrote this some time between
1875 and 1965— the years of his birth
and death— but his words certainly describe our needs today. The hustle and
bustle of everyday life is all around us:
we’re multi-tasking and plugged in all the
time. As long as we are pulled in every
direction by the whims of our life and culture, even all the religious duties we attach to our lives will not give us that inner
sense that our soul is complete in its companionship with God.
Lent is a time to rekindle our inner fire, to
stretch again toward
complete companionship with God, to find
again what Schweitzer
called our seriousness,
longing, enthusiasm,
and zest in our spiritual
lives.
To that end, some people give up something they feel is eating up their time and
attention and thus keeping them from
closeness with God: computer time, TV,
or an addiction, for example. Some people give up something
they really love so that,
each time they long for
that thing, they’re reminded to draw closer
to God: soda or dessert , for example. And
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Winter is the Best Time
some choose to take on a new discipline
for Lent, something that will help them rediscover the passion in their relationship
with God: some time each day spent quietly listening for
God, time journalling your prayers,
time being with
God in creation, or
time serving God
by serving others.
However you
choose to keep Lent this year, I pray that it
will be a rewarding and fruitful time for you.
I pray that God blesses your efforts to draw
closer and that you reach Easter refreshed, renewed, and ready to re-enter
our hectic culture while still keeping your
quiet center firmly rooted in Christ.

Monday Tuesday

Wednesday
1
6:00 Evening
Prayer

Quiet, contemplation time,
away from the rushing world,

7:00Choir

5

to see that inner landscape,
that place hidden and within.

8:30 HE I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 HE II

5th Epiphany 6

7

12

Jenny on Diocesan Clergy Retreat

19

Thanks to Danny Stacy’s hard work and persistence, the concrete
work for the columbarium is finished! The cross for the center of the
area and the first column full of niches are being built off-site and will
be installed in the next few weeks, completing the first phase of our
columbarium! At that point we’ll be ready to receive the ashes of your loved ones.
Before you know it, we’ll have the area completely landscaped and we’ll be able to dedicate
our wonderful new columbarium. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more details as the
time draws near!
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9:30
DOK

26

11

Rector’s
Sabbath

8:00
Men’s
Breakfast

17

18

7:00Choir

6th Epiphany 13

14

Valentine’s
Day

Last Epiphany 20

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:30 HE II

10

6:00 HE /
Healing

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:00 HE II

Columbarium

3

Saturday

Rector’s
Sabbath

9

8

11:45 Worship
Committee Mtg.

Buildings & Grounds

Friday

Jenny on vacation...

cold time, dark time, holed-up
pulled-in time and space

Jenny+

Thursday
2

Winter is the best time
to find out who you are.

God’s Peace,

2

Sunday

- David Budbill

Presidents’
Day

1st Lent 27

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:30 Confirmation
and Columbarium
Dedication
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21
Shrove
Tuesday
7:00
Vestry
28

15

16

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:00 HE /
Healing
7:00Choir
22
Ash
Wednesday
12:00 HE /
Ashes
7:00 HE /
Ashes

23

24

6-8 pm
Mardi
Gras
Oyster
Roast
25

Rector’s
Sabbath

29
6:00 Lenten
Supper and
Program
7:15 Choir
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Bob Friedman
Catherine

Sudie Gelok

Cindy Love
Marty Marett

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam

John & Sudie
Gelok

Leslie
Brown

Leslie Brown

John Gelok

Nursery
Looking for a special service project to take on in
Lent? Consider helping in
our nursery a Sunday or
two! Sign up in the hallway.

Godly Play

Cynthia
Glidden

Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am

Bobby Love
Renée McFalls
John Gelok
Cynthia Glidden
Bob Friedman
Catherine Long
Counters

Dawn Bridges
Ree Batten
Breakfast
Coffee

Kim Guthrie
John Guthrie
Jill Stanton
Renée McFalls
Ree Batten
None
Godly Play

Nursery

Hope Greene

Dawn Bridges
Betty Weaver
May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn,
Hope Greene
Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter
Altar Guild

Bobby & Cindy
Love
Jim & Lois Beam
Danny & Martha
Stacy

Our children will wonder their way through
some wonderful stories this month:

Greeters

Frank Barnwell
Renée McFalls
Cynthia Glidden

Bobby Love
LaDonna White
Kim Guthrie
Interces-

Euch Min

Catherine
Long
Tonja Blackwell
Cynthia
Glidden
Jamie Greene
Leslie Brown
LaDonna White
N.T. Lector

Cynthia
Glidden
Bobbi Albert
Scott Glidden
Tonja Blackwell
Bobbi Albert
O.T. Lector

Acolyte

Kimberly Guthrie

Alexis Turner

Ellis Greene

Scott Glidden

Johnathan
Gelok

Feb. 26
Feb. 22
Ash Wed.
6:00pm
Feb. 22
Ash Wed.
Noon
Feb. 19
Feb. 12
Feb. 5
Date

February Servers’ Schedule
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Christian Education
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February 12—The Good Samaritan
We’ll explore who might be our neighbor as
we experience this parable.
February 19—Jesus and the Children
We’ll feel Christ’s special love for his littlest
friends as we remember his calling to the
children.
February 26—Jesus in the Wilderness
We’ll begin Lent by remembering the time
Jesus spent being tempted in the wilderness.

Best-Loved Bible Stories
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am
We’ll continue to explore
some well-known stories
looking for the themes we
see as adults.
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February 12 - The Tower of Babel
The peoples of the earth all spoke the
same language and so they were able to
build an enormous tower that reached to
heaven. God confused their languages
to keep them from reaching that high
again. Why? Aren’t unity and cooperation good things? What’s God so afraid
of?
February 19 Abraham and Isaac
God asked Abraham to take his son,
his only son, to the mountain top and
sacrifice him on an altar. It’s a horrible
thing to ask of a parent, and a gruesome
price for an innocent child to pay. How
could God possibly ask such a thing?
We’ll explore this disturbing story.

Episcopalians 101
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 am
This class is for those preparing for Confirmation on February 26 and for anyone who
wants to learn more about the Episcopal
Church: our history, our faith, and our worship.
February 12—Baptism and Confirmation
We’ll explore these two sacraments. What
happens in each? What are the promises
made? And what does God accomplish
through each?
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Prayer List
February 19—Other Sacraments and Spiritual Practices
For most Christians, worshipping on Sunday is just the beginning of their spiritual
life. We’ll talk about some of the most
common ways Episcopalians draw closer
to God on a daily basis.

Lenten Devotional Booklets
As part of your Lenten
discipline, you may want
to pick up a copy of this
wonderful little booklet put
out by Episcopal Relief
and Development. It encourages us to actively
seek the holy every day
during Lent by reflecting
on God’s call, our own lives, and how we
might respond to those around the world
who are struggling. Copies of the booklet
are available in the hallway of the church.

Lenten Program
Wednesday, 6:00-7:15
Beginning February 29
On Wednesday evenings in Lent we’ll
gather at 6:00 for a quick supper together
of soup, salad, and bread. Then we’ll discuss the book Nickel and Dimed: On (Not)
Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich. Millions of Americans work full time,
year round, for poverty-level wages. In
1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to join
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them. She was inspired
in part by the rhetoric
surrounding welfare
reform, which promised
that a job -- any job -can be the ticket to a
better life. But how
does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on
$6 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich left her
home, took the cheapest lodgings she
could find, and accepted whatever jobs
she was offered. Moving from Florida to
Maine to Minnesota, she worked as a waitress, a hotel maid, a cleaning woman, a
nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart sales
clerk. She lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she
discovered that no job is truly "unskilled,"
that even the lowliest occupations require
exhausting mental and muscular effort.
She also learned that one job is not
enough; you need at least two if you want
to live indoors.
Nickel and Dimed reveals
low-rent America in all its
tenacity, anxiety, and surprising generosity -- a land
of Big Boxes, fast food,
and a thousand desperate
stratagems for survival.
You will never see anything -- from a motel
bathroom to a restaurant meal -- in quite
the same way again.
Copies of the book are $11 and are available in the church hallway. Please read
the Introduction (pages 1-10) for February
29.
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The Sick:
Brandon Holcomb
Those on the confidential DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Illnesses:
May Ella Blanton
Mary Bolinger
Bill Bradley
Lori Crook
Josephine Earl
David Fort
Peggy Fort
Barbara Gupton
Rae Hammett
Caroline Hardee
Francis Higgins
Johnny Kay
Jim Kennedy
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Keith Smith
Those Who’ve Died:
Roy Bridges, uncle of Danny Stacy
To add a name to the prayer list or to report a
birthday or anniversary, please contact Ann
Batchler in the church office:
secretary@incarnation-gaffney.org
864-489-6183
In order to keep our list up-to-date, names will
rotate off the prayer list after three weeks
unless you tell Ann otherwise.
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Birthdays
Randy Pirky
LaDonna White
Peggy Fort
Donald Elder
Ellis Greene
Warren Greene
Cindy Love
Jennifer Gray
David Green
Marcia Peake
Ed Hoffman
Frank Barnwell
Tiffany Guthrie
Ronnie Brown

Feb. 4
Feb. 4
Feb. 9
Feb. 10
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 20
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 23
Feb. 27
Feb. 28

Anniversaries
Frank and Tera Barnwell

Feb. 14

Attendance
Christmas Eve
Wednesday, Dec. 28

80
6

Sunday, Jan. 1
Wednesday, Jan. 4

26
7

Sunday, Jan. 8
Wednesday, Jan. 11

64
9

Sunday, Jan. 15
Wednesday, Jan. 18

58
8

Sunday, Jan. 22
Wednesday, Jan. 25

62
6

Sunday, Jan. 29

64

9

Just for Fun

Worship

Lent Madness 2012 Announced

Ash Wednesday

Lent Madness pits holy saints against one another in a battle to win
the coveted Golden Halo. But it is more than that: Lent Madness is
really an online devotional tool designed to help people learn about
saints. The competition begins on Thursday, February 23. The creator
of Lent Madness, the Rev. Tim Schenck, says “My real goal in creating Lent Madness was to give people an opportunity to get to know
some amazing people who have come before us in the faith. There’s
no reason that a Lenten discipline should be dreary and if this helps
people connect with God during this season of penitence and renewal,
and have a bit of fun in the process, then it’s been worthwhile.”The
format is straightforward: 32 saints are placed into a tournament-like
single elimination bracket. Each pairing remains open for twenty-four
hours and people vote for their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to the
Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elite Eight; four make it to
the Final Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden
Halo. The first round consists of basic biographical information about each of the 32 saints.
Subsequent rounds explore quotes and quirks, legends, and even move into the area of
saintly kitsch.This year’s heavyweights include Joan of Arc, the apostle Paul, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Mary Magdalene, Thomas Merton, Catherine of Siena, Nicholas, Thomas Cranmer,
and Augustine of Hippo. Visit www.lentmadness.org to view the full bracket of saints, learn
about the contributors, and, starting on February 23, to vote.

Sunday Readings
First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

Feb. 5
5th Epiphany

Isaiah 40:21-31

Psalm 147:
1-12,21c

1 Cor. 9:16-23

Mark 1:29-39

Feb. 12
6th Epiphany

2 Kings 5:1-14

Psalm 30

1 Cor. 9:24-27

Mark 1:40-45

Feb. 19
Last Epiphany

2 Kings 2:1-12

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Cor. 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

Feb. 26
1st Lent

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-9

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15
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Holy Eucharist and
Imposition of Ashes
Wednesday, February 22
12:00 noon and 6:00 pm
Lent begins with the day we call Ash
Wednesday, the day on which we remember the depth of our sinfulness and of our
need for forgiveness. We receive the sign
of the cross in ashes on our forheads as a
reminder that we’re entering a season of
penitence, a season of self-examination and
repentance. We are dust, and to dust we
shall return. May God give us the grace to
accept our sinfulness and then to accept
God’s complete forgiveness as well.

Confirmation
Sunday, February 26
at the 10:30 service
Confirmation is the sacrament through which people
from other denominations
and those who’ve never
been members of a church
join the Episcopal Church
and receive the Holy Spirit’s empowerment
for service. Bishop Hultstrand, a retired
bishop who asists Bishop Waldo, will be at
Incarnation on the first Sunday of Lent to
celebrate with us and to confirm those who
feel called to take this step. Have you been
considering Confirmation? Talk to Jenny+
right away! And join us in the Episcopalians
101 classes at 9:30 Sunday mornings.
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Just for Lent
Our worship services will have a very different feel during Lent, as our focus is less on
the gift of God’s grace and more on our unworthiness to receive that gift.
Do you sometimes find your attention wandering during familiar parts of the service?
We’ve heard the words so many times that
we sometimes don’t hear them any more.
During Lent we’re going to use words for
the Eucharistic Prayer that will be new to
most of us but that follow the familiar pattern of our other Eucharistic prayers. The
words come from Enriching Our Worship, a
book of supplemental liturgical texts that
was approved for use in Episcopal
Churches by General Convention in 1997.
We’re hoping that the new words will help
all of us hear the prayers in a fresh way,
and that God will speak to us in a new way
during the Eucharist.
The communion hymns
during Lent will come
from the Taizé religious
community. There the
music consists of simple,
brief songs which are
sung over and over until
they become a sort of
mantra to help us shut out the world and
focus instead on God. Please join in singing them with the choir. Let the words and
music wash over you, drawing you closer to
God. Feel free to harmonize, to make up
your own descant, or just to hum along.
And may God speak through our music.
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Hospitality
Mardi Gras Oyster Roast
Saturday, February 18
6-8 pm
We’ll feast on
oysters,
shrimp, and all
the fixins.
Bring your own
knife and glove
as well as
adult beverages to enjoy. Tickets
are $25 for adults, $10 for ages 7
-12, and free for those 6 and under. Tell all your friends to buy
their tickets right away—advance
tickets are required. And sign up
on the poster in the parish hall to
help with the cooking and cleaning!

Supper Clubs
Supper Clubs are a
great way to get to
know the folks you see
on Sunday mornings. We meet about once
a month for dinner in someone’s home.
Each person brings part of the meal, and
it’s always BYOB. Worried you don’t cook
well? No problem! Don’t have room to
host a group in your home? That’s no
problem either! We just want you to be
part! Sign up on the bulletin board in the
hallway to be part of the new groups forming this month. And get ready for some
wonderful food and great new friends.

6

Vestry
Men’s Breakfast
Caleb’s Restaurant
Saturday, February 11
at 8am
On the second Saturday morning of each
month the men of Incarnation meet at
Caleb’s Restaurant on Birnie Street for
breakfast. We enjoy biscuits the size of a
plate and a Bible Study together. Come
join us!

Lenten Supper Sign-Ups
On Wednesday evenings in
Lent we’ll share a simple
supper together before we
have our book study. But
we need you to help provide the meal. Sign up in
the hallway to bring either
soup, salad, or bread one week. And
thanks for making the program possible!

Milestones
Quentin and Nathan Green, grandsons of
John and Kim Guthrie, were baptized on
January 8. Welcome to the family, guys!
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Your vestry gathered on Saturday, January
28 for a morning of working and planning
together. Bobby Love was selected as
Senior Warden for 2012 and Michael
Darnell was selected Junior Warden. Priorities were set in each of our ministry areas and vestry volunteered to serve as follows:
Buildings and Grounds
Danny Stacy agreed to continue leading
this area. The year’s priorities include:
 Completing construction of the columbarium
 Getting the now-defunct alley declared
closed and our property line moved to
include our half of it
 Continuing his excellent job of maintaining our grounds
Christian Education
Ree Batten will fill the last year of Donald
Elder’s unexpired term and will serve in this
spot. Her priorities will be:
 Make sure our nursery is staffed and
available every Sunday
 Make sure there’s someone to lead
Children’s Chapel every Sunday
 Continue all our classes for adults and
children
Communications
The vestry will fill the last year of Tonja
Blackwell’s unexpired term with someone
for this area. They will:
 Complete the work on the new church
web site
 Keep the web site updated
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Evangelism and Outreach
Jamie Greene will continue to spearhead
our efforts in this area. He’ll:
 Get more of our folks involved in leading our outreach projects
 Get the word out when our columbarium is completed
Hospitality
Michael Darnell will continue to lead this
area as we:
 Make this year’s Mardi Gras Oyster
Roast the best yet!
 Continue to provide amazing food for
parish events
Pastoral Care
Sara Harding will be in charge of this area.
This year’s priorities are:
 Visiting shut-ins, newcomers, and other
parishioners
 Starting a kids’ card ministry
 Continuing to send cards for birthdays,
anniversaries, and other needs
Stewardship
Bobby Love will spearhead our efforts to:
 Complete our required audit
 Have quarterly talks by parishioners to
keep us thinking about stewardship of
our time, talents, and treasure
Worship
Scott Glidden will lead us as we:
 Strive for more familiar hymns on Sunday mornings
 Increase the size of the choir
 Increase attendance at our Wednesday
night service
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