The Incarnation Word
March 2012
A Lenten message from our bishop…
Lent 2012
Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
308 College Drive
Gaffney, SC 29340
864-489-6183
www.incarnation-gaffney.org

The Church of the Incarnation

The Church of the Incarnation
The Rt. Rev. W. Andrew Waldo
The Rev. Jenny Gettys
The Rev. Pat Gotautas
Mrs. Ann Batchler
Mr. Hal Tyson

Bishop of Upper S. C.
Rector
Deacon
Parish Sec. / Bookkeeper
Choir Director and Organist

2012 Vestry
Ree Batten
Michael Darnell
Scott Glidden
Jamie Greene
Kimmy Guthrie
Sara Harding
Bobby Love
Danny Stacy

Christian Education
Junior Warden, Hospitality
Worship
Evangelism and Outreach
Youth Representative
Pastoral Care
Senior Warden, Stewardship
Buildings and Grounds

ex officio, Bob Friedman
ex officio, Kim Guthrie

Treasurer
Vestry Clerk

864-489-1397
704-460-0301
704-739-9327
864-488-3000
864-489-6711
864-463-7922
864-487-7256
864-490-9743
864-489-2044
864-489-6711

Grace and peace from God
our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
As we make preparations for the season of
Lent that is upon us, our attention and intentions turn to self-examination in our discipleship, our need for reconciliation, disciplines
of prayer, self-denial, and fasting, and our
faithfulness to our baptismal vows. In the
early church, the Easter Vigil was the primary and most symbolic occasion for baptisms, making Lent a critical time of preparation and discipline.
We are still called to live into this season with
great discipline and mindfulness, even if our
actual baptism is long behind us. Indeed,
the 40 days of Lent are a time for each of us
to consider the nature of Jesus’ ministry
among us, as well as what it means to be a
disciple in this day and time.
I’ve been especially attuned to matters of
discipleship over the course of this past year,
and have made several opportunities, with
the clergy and leadership of Upper South
Carolina, to reflect on our calling as disci-
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ples. At the last two clergy retreats, as
well as in meetings of our diocesan Strategic Visioning Task Force, we have considered a critical question: What are the
characteristics of an accomplished, mature disciple? It was a question I also
asked aloud at our Diocesan Convention
in October.
It is a rich question for all of us to consider
in prayer, reflection and dialogue, especially during the season of Lent. When
we approach the question of being an accomplished, mature disciple by considering the characteristics of such a person,
the task is less overwhelming, and actually brings us to a stronger understanding
of how each one of us can become that
disciple. We can see more clearly where
we have been faithful and where we can
spend more time in prayer for amendment
of life.
Too many of us see these forty days
merely as a time of self-denial and giving
up those things that bring us pleasure.
And self-denial can be a profoundly fertile
discipline. Reconciliation, however, is at
the heart of Lenten self-discipline—
reconciliation with God and reconciliation
with those for whom we hold anger, resentment or hatred or those who “have
something against us” (Matthew 5:23). As
the psalmist reminds us, “The sacrifice of
God is a troubled spirit,” and when we are
out of relationship with a brother or sister
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Milestones
it is good to be troubled in spirit, because it
can lead us into self-examination and repentance and toward the reconciling love
for one another that identifies us as mature
disicples.
Only God can truly heal our brokenness,
and God is with us in every courageous
step and every daring breath of hope for
healing. To walk this journey is to be buried with Christ in his death and to share in
his resurrection.
Faithfully yours in Christ,
The Rt. Rev. W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop
The Episcopal Diocese of Upper SC

Sunday
What an exciting day
we had on Sunday,
February 26! Bishop
Donald Hultstrand was
with us for a service of
Confirmation. Arnold
Tucker was baptized
and confirmed that day,
and his wife Elizabeth
Tucker was received
into the Episcopal Church. Five others
were confirmed: April Mabry, Randy
Pirkey, David Taylor, Julie Taylor, and
Ray Walker.
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Congratulations to all of you; we’re delighted that you’re part of our family!
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Can you believe how
great the columbarium is
looking? The cross
gleams from the center of
the lovely concrete work.
In just another couple of weeks the first
tower will go in. It will contain the first set
of twenty-four niches in which we’ll be
able to inter the ashes of loved ones.
Weather permitting, we’ll start some landscaping as soon as the tower is installed.
Before long we’ll be dedicating our beautiful columbarium!
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Adopt-a-Tree

2nd Lent 5
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8:30 HE I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 HE II

Thursday

3rd Lent 12
Time Changes!

4th Lent 19

13
5:30
Vestry
Officers
Meeting
20

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:30 HE II
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Saturday

2

3

Rector’s
Sabbath

9:30—3
Lenten
Quiet Day
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10

8:00
Men’s
Rector’s Breakfast
Sabbath

14

15

16
Rector’s
Sabbath

6:00 Lenten
Program
7:15Choir
21

22

23

17

St.
Patrick’s
Day
24

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:00 Lenten
Program
7:15Choir

11:45 Vestry
5th Lent 26
4th for Food

Friday

7:15Choir

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:30 HE II

25

8

7

6:00 Lenten
Program

11:45 Worship
Committee Mtg.

18

As you look around our
property, you may notice
that most of our trees are in
dire need of some aggressive pruning; there are
many limbs poised to catapult onto our roof
in the next big wind. But you can help!
There are a dozen trees that need pruning,
and the cost is about $250 per tree. You
can adopt part or all of a tree by placing
your check marked “adopt-a-tree” in the offering plate or bringing it by the church office. Our roof thanks you!

Wednesday
1

8:30 HE I
9:30 Godly Play
& Adult Ed.
10:00 HE II

Buildings & Grounds
Columbarium

Monday Tuesday

27
5:30
Vestry
Officers
Meeting

28
6:00 Lenten
Program

29

30

31

Rector’s
Sabbath

7:15Choir
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Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam

Cynthia Glidden
Lori Thompson

Sudie Gelok

Scott Glidden
Renée McFalls

Scott Glidden

Lori Thompson

Leslie & Ron Brown

Dawn Bridges
Betty Weaver

Marty Marett
Cindy Love

Dawn Bridges

John Gelok
Cynthia Glidden

Leslie Brown

LaDonna White

Bobby & Cindy Love

May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn,Hope
Greene, Marty Marett

Renée McFalls
Jill Stanton
Ree Batten

Leslie Brown

Scott Glidden
Michael Darnell

Mike & Pam Bradburn

Michael Darnell
Leslie Brown
Renée McFalls

Sundays at 10:15
It seems that each week
there are more little ones
in our services, which is
wonderful! Their little
voices remind us of God’s promises of joy
and wonder. But they come with the responsibility that we care for them, so we
need to be sure our nursery is staffed and
ready for children every single week. Ree
Batten is putting together a list of folks
who’ll rotate through the nursery about
once every six weeks. Volunteers will open
the nursery at 10:15 and will bring the babies into church in time for everyone to receive Communion. Please consider being
part of the rotation; you won’t believe how
much these little ones can fill you with
God’s love!

Bobby Love
Michael Darnell

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter
Altar Guild

Counters

Danny & Martha Stacy
Greeters

Breakfast

John Guthrie
Euch Min

Coffee

Pam Bradburn
Intercessor

(None)

Kim Guthrie
N.T. Lector

Godly Play
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here to help you. LaDonna was able to
invent wonderful activities each week, but
we recognize that most of us just aren’t
LaDonna. So we have a resource to help
you. It gives the gospel reading for each
Sunday and ideas for how to explain it to
little ones. Then it has several activity suggestions, with complete, easy-to-follow instructions and a list of the supplies needed
for each one. Anyone can pick up this
booklet and lead an engaging, meaningful
Children’s Chapel session. Ree Batten is
making a rotation of folks to lead chapel
about once every six weeks. There are
spots for those who want to lead the program as well as for those who want to
serve as “crowd control.” Talk to Ree
about taking part in Children’s Chapel—it
may well be the best sermon you experience all month!

Godly Play
Children’s Chapel

Nursery

Luke Harding

Leslie Brown

John Gelok
Frank Barnwell
Tonja Blackwell

Nursery

Sundays at 10:30

O.T. Lector

Pam Bradburn

Johnathan Gelok
Ellis Greene
Alexis Turner
Kimberly Guthrie
Acolyte

March 25
March 18
March 11
March 4
Date

March Servers’ Schedule
10

Christian Education

For many years now
we’ve all sat comfortably
in our pews while
LaDonna White led the children out just
before the gospel reading. We knew she
would teach them the gospel lesson for the
day in a way they could understand and
them bring them all safely back to their parents at the Peace. Well, now it’s our turn to
take part in this wonderful program. Before
you run scared saying “I could never do
what LaDonna does,” rest assured, we’re
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Sundays, 9:30-10:15
Each Sunday our children gather to hear the
stories of our faith and
then to respond to what God said to them
in those stories. For the rest of this school
year, the stories will be presented in a new
way. The children will be encouraged to
make connections between moments in
Jesus’ life and the stories of the faithful
who came before Jesus. Our woodworkers
have taken a break for the spring and Jamie Greene has painted a series of seven
portraits, the Faces of Easter, which will be
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Hospitality
the launching-pad for the children’s exploration. Thanks to all the artists and teachers who make this wonderful program possible for our children!

Adult Education
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
During Lent, Pat will
be teaching an adult
education series highlighting the ministry of
an ordained deacon.
We’re sure to find that part of the deacon’s
calling is, in fact, the calling of all Christians. So we’ll discover more about our
individual ministries to the poor and needy
in our community.

Oyster Roast
This year’s Mardi Gras
Oyster Roast was a
huge success, thanks
to the many, many
people who volunteered to help. Almost a
hundred people filled our parish hall and
classrooms, feasting on perfectly roasted
oysters, fried oysters, raw oysters, fried
fish, and lowcountry boil. We welcomed
so many visitors, and they were touched
by the generosity and hospitality that are at
the heart of Incarnation.
So thanks to those who
set up, who cooked, who
served, who cleaned up,
and who welcomed the
folks who joined us that
night.

Lenten Program
Wednesdays,
6:00-7:15
Each Wednesday in
Lent we gather at
6:00 for a simple
supper of soup, salad, and bread. Then we
discuss a portion of Barbara Ehrenreich’s
Nickel and Dimed: on (not) Getting by in
America. It’s not too late to join us! Copies
of the book are still available in the hallway
for $11 each. On Wednesday, March 7,
we’ll discuss Chapter I, in which the author
works as a waitress in Key West. Don’t
miss this chance to explore the complexities of trying to live on minimum wage.
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Lenten Suppers
Wednesdays, 6:00 pm
As part of our Wednesday Lenten program, a slew of volunteers are providing a
wonderful meal of soup, salad, and bread.
Our teams are:
March 7
Soup: Cindy Love and Carla Winter
Bread: Cindy Love
Salad: Sudie Gelok
March 14
Soup: Martha Stacy and Lois Beam
Bread: Martha Stacy
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Prayer List
The Sick:
Jim Beam
Christina Smith
Those on the confidential DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Illnesses:
May Ella Blanton
Mary Bolinger
Bill Bradley
Lori Crook
Josephine Earl
David Fort
Peggy Fort
Barbara Gupton
Rae Hammett
Caroline Hardee
Francis Higgins
Johnny Kay
Jim Kennedy
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
John Roberts
Keith Smith
Those Who’ve Died:
To add a name to the prayer list or to report a
birthday or anniversary, please contact Ann
Batchler in the church office:
secretary@incarnation-gaffney.org
864-489-6183
In order to keep our list up-to-date, names will
rotate off the prayer list after three weeks
unless you tell Ann otherwise.
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Birthdays
Sarah Batten
Elizabeth Roberts
Kimberly Guthrie
James Batten
Ree Batten
Cynthia Glidden
Nathan Green
Kathy Giroax
Devon Lewis
Miles Gettys
Chucky Russell
John Roberts
John Cavell
Marybeth Bledsoe
Jamie Gaddy
Tera Barnwell
Claire Dalton
Catherine Lindgren
Isabella Rector
Gage Wood

Mar. 2
Mar. 3
Mar. 3
Mar. 4
Mar. 4
Mar. 5
Mar. 6
Mar. 9
Mar. 10
Mar. 11
Mar. 11
Mar. 13
Mar. 13
Mar. 15
Mar. 15
Mar. 16
Mar. 20
Mar. 22
Mar. 24
Mar. 29

Anniversaries
Steve & Paula Boggs
Rev. David & Peggy Fort

Mar. 10
Mar. 31

Attendance
Wednesday, Feb. 1
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Sunday, Feb. 5
Wednesday, Feb. 8

66
8

Sunday, Feb. 12
Wednesday, Feb. 15

57
6

Sunday, Feb. 19
Wednesday, Feb. 22

62
68

Sunday, Feb. 26

58
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Upcoming Events

Worship

Diocesan Gathering

Peach Center Ministries Fundraiser

Saturday, April 28, 8:30-1
Church of the Advent, Spartanburg

Thursday, March 1, 5-8pm
At Chick-fil-A

This summer, Episcopalians will gather at
General Convention, the meeting held
every three years to make decisions about
the direction of our denomination. One of
the many topics to be discussed this year
is Rites for the Blessing of Same-Gender
Unions. Bishop Waldo invites us to join
him and our diocesan deputies to General
Convention for a brief review of the major
issues before The Episcopal Church this
July in Indianapolis, and a detailed review
of the status of the rite for same gender
blessings. The gathering will also offer participants the opportunity for dialogue on the
proposed rite and its impact on Upper
South Carolina. The meeting is free and
open to all diocesan communicants in good
standing (those who have formally joined
an Episcopal Church and who have received Communion at least three times in
the past year.)

Peach Center
Ministries is the
Gaffney agency
which distributes food,
clothing, and
financial help to
the needy in
our community. With churches and individuals under financial stress, Peach Center is finding it harder and harder to rely on
donations to meet the needs. On Thursday, March 1, they’re teaming with the folks
at Chick-fil-A on a fundraiser. On that evening, go to the restaurant on Floyd Baker
Boulevard. When you place your order, tell
the cashier that you’re participating in the
Peach Center Ministries fundraiser, and a
percentage of your purchase price goes
directly to that agency. What an easy and
delicious way to help our community!

An online RSVP and additional information
will be available later this month at
edusc.org
Confused about Lent? About the days of
Holy Week? Just want to know more?
Check out the web site
explorefaith.org
for helpful articles about many facets of
our faith and worship.
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Peach Center Ministries
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, April 28
At Fatz
Mark your calendars for a
delicious breakfast that
will also help fund Peach
Center Ministries’ work in
Gaffney.
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Salad: Julie Taylor
March 21
Soup: Tera Barnwell and Cynthia Glidden
Bread: Jill Stanton
Salad: ??
March 28
Soup: ?? and ??
Bread: ??
Salad: ??
Feel free to replace a question mark with
your name by signing up on the bulletin
board in the hallway. And thanks for making this meal together possible!

Stewardship
Each Fall we spend a
month focusing on stewardship, on giving of our
time, our talents, and our
treasure to the Lord. But
once we have pledge
cards in hand, we stop
talking about giving. We want to change
that. Stewardship should be a focus yearround, because we always have the spiritual need to give back to God. Do you
have a story about why you to give to God
or what it’s meant to you to give back?
We’d love to hear it! Talk to Bobby Love
about giving one of our brief quarterly stewardship talks in church.
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Processional
Hymns
Have you noticed
lately the hymns we
sing as we process
out of the church on
Sundays? We’re
trying to select “Old Favorites” for this spot.
Let us know how we’re doing! And we’d
love a list of your “old favorites” so we can
include them!

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 1
8:30 and 10:30 am
Both services this morning
will begin outdoors and
process into the church
waving palm branches and
shouting “Hosannah!” At 8:30 we’ll gather
at the bell tower, and at 10:30 we’ll convene at the columbarium. The high point of
the service will be the reading of the entire
Passion narrative from the gospel of Mark.
At 8:30, we’ll read it in three parts, and at
10:30 we’ll enjoy a whole cast of readers.
The service ends on a somber note, ushering in our remembrance of the week of
Christ’s passion and death.
We will not have breakfast between services this Sunday, as the Liturgy of the
Palms will lengthen the services.
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Keeping Lent
the altar and leaving our beautiful church
bare and empty for Good Friday.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 5
6:00 pm
We’ll begin the evening
by sharing an agape
meal together in the parish hall. Bring your gifts
of bread, cheese, fruit, and wine or grape
juice to share. We’ll mingle and munch
together for about thirty minutes.
Then we’ll move into the church for our
Footwashing Service. We’ll hear about
how Jesus washed the feet of his disciples
and then commmanded them to do the
same for one another. And those who
choose will have the chance to come forward to have their feet washed. Then we’ll
share communion together before stripping

Good Friday
Friday, April 6
12:00 noon service
Once again, we’ll team with
our Methodist and Presbyterian neighbors for a shared
remembrance of Christ’s
time on the cross. We’ll
gather at Incarnation at
noon. The Rev. Chris Herrin
from Limestone Presbyterian
Church will preach and The Rev. Joseph
James from Buford Street United Methodist
Church will lead us in prayers.

Sunday Readings
Mar. 4
2nd Lent

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

Genesis 17:1-7
15-16

Psalm 22: 22-30

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

Mar. 11
3rd Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

1 Cor. 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

Mar. 18
4th Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3
17-22

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

Mar. 25
5th Lent

Jerem. 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-13
Or 119:9-16

Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33
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Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm
On this, the most holy
and somber night of the
church year, we’ll gather
in the church to follow along with Jesus on
his last steps toward death on the cross for
us. Weather permitting, we’ll journey
through our beautiful grounds. At each station, a painting and brief meditation will help
us share Christ’s agony.
Good Friday is a hard day. It’s uncomfortable to feel Christ’s pain, to relate to his
loneliness and depair. It’s much more fun
to dye Easter eggs and begin to celebrate
Sunday. But unless we live through Good
Friday’s pain, the joy of Easter will be
meaningless. So this year, take a moment
to step away from the spring flowers and
gathering family. Take a moment to enter
into the sacrifice Christ made for you. And
then see what joy you feel on Easter morning!
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 8
10:00 Service and Brunch
We’ll share the greatest joy
of the church year by worshipping together
at 10:00 Easter morning. Our church will
be filled with glorious flowers and the songs
of the angels. After the service, we’ll share
brunch together, feasting on the dishes
we’ve all brought. And the children will
hunt for Easter eggs on the lawn.
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Are you already finding it hard to keep to
your Lenten disciplines? Or are you still
struggling to find a way to grow closer to
Christ this Lent? Here are a few ideas that
just may help.
Busted Halo
bustedhalo.com
This web site offers all sorts of brief meditations and insights for each season of the
church year. They offer a Lenten calendar
which features a daily quote from someone
famous—one day it’s the mystic Thomas
Merton and the next day it’s the cartoon
character Homer Simpson. Then they
share simple and do-able ideas for how to
fast, pray, and give that day.
Holy Men, Holy Women
satucket.com/lectionary/calendar.htm
This calendar directs you to the person of
faith whom Episcopalians remember on
each day. You’ll be able to read a brief biography of the person as well as scripture
readings and prayers selected to honor
them. It’s a great way to be inspired by the
faith of those who’ve gone before.
The Daily Office
missionstclare.com/english/index.html
Our Prayer Book contains services for private prayer in the mornings and evenings
and even a lectionary of readings to go with
each. This web site brings them all together
in one handy resource. So try praying at
your computer—it just may work for you!
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