
The Presiding Bishop’s 
Easter Message  

 
 
One of my favorite 
Easter hymns is about 
greenness. ñNow the 
green blade riseth from 
the buried grain.ò   
 
It goes on to talk about 
love coming again. Itôs 
a reminder to me of how centered our Easter 
images are in the Northern hemisphere. We 
talk about greenness and new life and life 
springing forth from the earth when we talk 
about resurrection. 
 
I often wonder what Easter images come in 
the Southern hemisphere, and I think that the 
church in the south has something to teach 
us about that. 
 
I was in Japan a month or so ago, and visit-
ing the area of Japan that was so affected by 
the tsunami and the aftermath of the earth-
quake. The earth there is ð was at that 
point ð largely colorless, brown, in the mid-
dle of winter. No greenness. But at the same 
time the work of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the 
Japanese church in that part of Japan, has 
brought a great deal of new life, life abundant 
for people who have been devastated and 
displaced, who are still mourning their loss of 
loved ones, the loss of their homes and em-
ployment.   
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New life comes in many forms, even in 
seasons that seem fairly wintry. 
 
As we began Lent, I asked you to think 
about the Millennium Development Goals 
and our work in Lent as a re-focusing of 
our lives. Iôm delighted to be able to tell 
you that the U.N. report this last year has 
shown some significant accomplishment 
in a couple of those goals, particularly in 
terms of lowering the rates of the worst 
poverty, and in achieving better access to 
drinking water and better access to pri-
mary education. We actually might reach 
those goals by 2015. That leaves a num-
ber of other goals as well as what moves 
beyond the goals to full access for all peo-
ple to abundant life. 
 
In this Easter season I would encourage 
you to look at where you are finding new 
life and resurrection, where life abundant 
and love incarnate are springing up in 
your lives and the lives of your communi-
ties. There is indeed greenness, whatever 
the season. 
 
Give thanks for Easter. Give thanks for 
resurrection. Give thanks for the presence 
of God incarnate in our midst. 
 
 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
 

 

2 
 
6:00 HE and 

Healing 
 

7:00 Choir 

3 
 

National 
Day of 
Prayer 

4 
 

Rectorôs 
Sabbath 

5 
 

8:30 
Parish 

Work Day 
 

9:30 
DOK 

6             5th Easter       

 

8:30  HE I 

9:30   Breakfast 
10:30 HE II  
 
 

11:45  Worship 
Committee 

7 8 9 
 
 
 

6:00 HE and 
Healing 

 

7:00Choir 

10 
 

Jenny at 
Clergy 

Business 
Day 

 

11 
 

 
Rectorôs 
Sabbath 

12 
 

8:00  
Menôs 

Breakfast 
 

8:30 
Parish 

Work Day 
 

13           6th Easter 
Mothersô Day    

 

8:30  HE I 
9:30  Godly Play 
          & Adult Ed. 
10:30  HE II  
 

14 
 
 

15 
 

 
 

7:00 
Vestry  

Meeting 

16 
 

 
6:00 HE and 

Healing 
 

7:00Choir 

17 
 
Ascension 

Day  

18 
 
 

Rectorôs 
Sabbath 

19 
 

20           7th Easter  

 

8:30  HE I 
9:45  Columbarium 
Dedication    
10:30 HE II 
 

21 
 
 
 

 

22 
 

 
 

23 
 

6:00 HE and 
Healing 

 

7:00Choir 

24 
 

25 
 

 
Rectorôs 
Sabbath 

26 
 

 

27          Pentecost 
4th for Food 

 

8:30  Outdoor HE I 

10:30 Outdoor HE 
II and Parish Picnic 

28 
 

 
 

Memo-
rial Day 

 

29 30 
 
6:00 HE and 

Healing 
 

7:00Choir 

31   

Buildings & Grounds Christian Education 

Nursery  
 
Thanks to Ree Battenôs persistence, we 
have a fully staffed nursery now!  But weôre 
low on a few supplies.  Any donations of 
baby wipes, kleenex, and hand sanitizer 
would be greatly appreciated.  Just drop 
them by the church office any time.  And 
thank you! 
 
 

Godly Play  
Sundays, 9:30 -10:15 
 
In May our children will complete their  ex-
ploration of  the Faces of Easter, making 
connections between moments in Jesusô 
life and the other stories of our faith theyôve 
heard this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Education  
Sundays, 9:30 -10:15 
 
We say it every week - but how often do 
we think about what weôre saying?  During 
the Easter season Jenny+ will lead our 
adults on an exploration of the Nicene 
Creed.  Weôll discuss: 
 
May 13 - Who is the Holy Spirit? 
What makes the Holy Spirit different from 
God and Jesus?   

Parish Work Days  
Saturdays, May 5 and 12  
8:30 am - until  
 
Want to enjoy the great 
outdoors, spend time with 

your church family, and spruce up our 
property all at the same time?  Then join us 
on our parish work days!  There will be 
plenty to do outside from running the chain 
saw to pulling weeds.  And 
there are always indoor jobs 
as well like cleaning win-
dows and sorting things in 
closets.  So come help us 
take care of what Godôs 
given us. 
 
 
 

Columbarium Dedication  
Sunday, May 20 at 9:45 am  

 
Weôre hopeful that by 
the time this newsletter 
reaches you, the first 
column of our columbar-
ium will be in place.  Itôs 

been, quite literally, on a slow boat from 
China.  On Sunday, May 20, weôll gather 
between services to admire the columbar-
ium and to dedicate this space as a final 
resting place for those we love and as a 
place where those in grief can experience 
the comforting touch of Christ.  Plan to ei-
ther stay a little late (after the 8:30 service) 
or come a little early (for the 10:30 service) 
for the Dedication at 9:45.  
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Music Shop 
Children will nail holes into flutes 
and decorate them.  Theyôll also 
put dried beans in water bottles 

to make shakers. 
 
Jewelry Bazaar 
Children will decorate medalions 
with jewels and a hidden mes-
sage.  Theyôll add beads to the 
string to make a necklace.  Theyôll also 
make jewelry by stringing pasta. 
 

Mosaic Studio 
Children will decorate a memory 
box with mosaic tiles and mark-
ers.  Theyôll also decorate foam 

door hangers with foam mosaic pieces. 
 
Metalworking Shop 
Children will used raised letter 
stamps and craft sticks to rub 
their names into soft metal strips.  
Theyôll experiment with making rubbings of 
various textured items onto paper. 

 
Astronomy School 
Children will make a paper ma-
che globe night-light and deco-
rate it with stars.  (This shop will 

be messy!) 
 
Hanging Gardens Nursery 
Children will decorate and plant a 
3-tiered hanging garden.  Theyôll 
also use foam flowers to decorate 
foam picture frames. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School  
July 22 -26 (Sunday -Thursday)  
6:00-8:00 pm  
 
 
Daniel was way more than the guy who 
survived a den of hungry lions!  Travel back 
to Babylon and join Daniel--torn from his 
home and forced into the king's service. 
Imagine the pressure of learning a new lan-
guage and cultureéand the shock of dis-
covering your best friends have been 
tossed into a fiery furnace. Explore exotic 
sights and smells in a Babylonian bazaar! 
Kids and adults will find that they're not 
much different from Daniel and his friends, 
who kept their faith in a faithless culture.  

 

Want to be part of the 
fun?  Talk to Ree Batten 
or Rev. Jenny today!  
Consider leading a craft 
in a marketplace stall for 
2 or 3 nights out of the 

week.  Youôll be given all the supplies you 
need and complete instructions.  The mar-
ketplace shops are: 

10                                                                                                    The Incarnation Word 
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John Roberts left this life on March 31.  Rest 
in peace, dear friend. 
 

Caroline Hardee , sister of Elizabeth Roberts, 
died on April 17.  Our prayers are with you, 
Elizabeth. 
 

Pat Gotautas was honored by the Spartan-
burg County Bar Association.  She received 
the 2012 Justice E. C. Burnett, III, Contribution 
to Law and Justice Award.  Congratulations! 

The Sick: 
  

Jim Beam 
Christy Wright 
Those on the confidential DOK prayer list 
 
 

The Homebound and  
Those with Long-Term Illnesses: 
 

May Ella Blanton 
Mary Bolinger 
Bill Bradley 
Linda Caggiano 
Lori Crook  
Josephine Earl  
David Fort 
Peggy Fort 
Barbara Gupton 
Rae Hammett 
Francis Higgins 

Johnny Kay 
Jim Kennedy  
Bobby Parris  
J. L. Peake   
Marcia Peake 
Keith Smith    

Prayer List 

Kaleb Martin May 1 
Rory Marett May 2 
Jack Neff May 6 
Eric Cothran May 7 
Malone Wood May 8 
Tonja Blackwell May 9 
Carson Lewis May 10 
Ann Batchler May 18 
Erin Love May 19 
The Rev. David Fort May 21 
Ginny Kidd May 25 
Karen Spigner May 26 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Sunday, Apr. 1 63  
 

Sunday, Apr. 8 103 
 

Sunday, Apr. 15 50 
 

Sunday, Apr. 22 55   
 

Sunday, Apr. 29 55 

Attendance 

Denny & Marty Marett May 9 
Ronnie & Leslie Brown May 11 
James & Ree Batten May 12 
John & Sudie Gelok May 15 
Garrison & Lori Thompson May 17 
Scott & Cynthia Glidden May 29 

Cylinder Seal Shop 
Children will stick raised designs 
to a cylinder, making a seal they 
can use in clay or on paper.  

Theyôll use their cylinders and letter stam-
pers to make their own custom stationary. 
 
Bookmark Maker 
Children will color and decorate 
the bookmarks that will be in-
cluded among the school sup-
plies weôll donate to students at Drayton-
ville Elementary School. 
 

Royal Animal Courtyard 
Anyone with a farm full of ani-
mals is invited to bring them the 
last two nights of VBS as a pet-

ting zoo. 
 
 
Or play a character in one 
of the daily skits. Daniel will 
interact with Ashpenaz, the 
kingôs chief advisor, as he 
shares what itôs like to be-
lieve in the one true God in a land of pagan 
idols.  Both actors will need to be available 
all five nights of VBS. 
 

 
Weôll also need a leader for 
each Tribe of children as 
they make their way 
through the various activi-
ties.  Tribe leaders wonôt 
need to lead any activities, 

theyôll just accompany their small groups 

Milestones 

and have fun with them.  Tribe leaders 
need to be available all five nights of VBS. 
 
An important part of making it 
possible for families to enjoy 
VBS together is that we provide 
supper.  This means we need 
volunteers to donate food and to 
help set up, serve the meal, and 
clean up. 
 
Plus weôll need help decorating and pre-
paring the crafts before the week begins.  
Volunteer by signing up on the bulletin 
board in the hallway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This program is designed so whole fami-
lies, parents included, can participate to-
gether.  Get the word out to all your friends 
and neighbors and share the Registration 
Form on the next page with them.  Addi-
tional copies are on the bulletin board in 
the church hallway.  
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 First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

May 6 
5th Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:24-30 1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8 

May 13 
6th Easter 

Acts 10:44-48 Psalm 98 1 John 5:1-6 John 15:9-17 

May 20 
7th Easter 

Acts 1:15-17 
21-26 

Psalm 1 1 John 5:9-13 John 17:6-19 

May 27 Acts 2:1-21 Psalm  Romans 8:22-27 John 15:26-27; 

Sunday Readings 

On Saturday, April 27, the Bishop and our 
delegates to General Convention presented 
an overview of the items to be decided at 
Convention in July.  All the documents up 
for review are available for your perusal at: 
 

http://houseofdeputies.org/for-deputies/
view-category.html  

 
There youôll find information on the pro-
posed organizational changes to the Na-
tional Church Office as well as the pro-
posed liturgy for the blessing of same-sex 
relationships. 
 
The Bishop plans another meeting, to be 
held after Convention, at which heôll tell us 
more about how this diocese will enact the 
decisions of Convention.  Mark your calen-
dar for 

Saturday, July 21 
at Church of the Advent, Spartanburg. 

 
 

The Chancellor, The Faculty  
and  

The Graduating Class  
of  

 

Appalachian State University  
 
 
 

Announce the Graduation of  
 

Eleanor Patterson Gelok  
 

on  
Saturday, the Twelfth of May  

Two Thousand Twelve  
 

with a  
Bachelor of Science Degree  

Biology  

Diocesan 
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Pentecost Celebration  
Sunday, May 27  
8:30 and 10:30  
 
Pentecost is the 
day we celebrate 
the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to the 
first disciples.  Itôs 
the day they were 
empowered to be-
gin the Christian 
Church.  And what better way to celebrate 
our churchôs birthday than with a picnic?! 
 
Both services this day will be held outdoors.  
At 8:30 there will be chairs, but at 10:30 
most of us will bring blankets and sit on 
them picnic-style.  (There will be chairs 
available for those who find ground-sitting 
challenging.)  The sermon will be casual 
and interactive as we explore what it means 
to receive the Holy Spirit. 
 
After the 10:30 service weôll have a picnic.  
The men will fire up our big ole grill and 
barbeque chicken for us.  Weôll all bring 
sides and desserts to share.  And hopefully 
the 8:30 folks will come back to join us for a 
fabulous birthday meal together.  The chil-
dren can play on the playground while the 
adults relax under the trees and enjoy the 
beauty of our grounds. 

 
So dress for the out-
doors, gather your 
blanket and covered 
dish, and join us for 
a celebration! 
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Summer Clothes Collection  
Ends Sunday, May 6  
 
As you probably recall, we ñadoptedò two families in our 
community at Christmas time and filled their homes with 
Godôs love as we showered them with gifts.  Weôve gone 
back to the families to see what their needs are now.  In 
one family, the grandmother tells us the two children really need some summer clothes.  
She didnôt want anything for herself, but said sheôd also love gift cards to McDonalds and 
the like so they could go out to eat as a family.  Thereôs a little garden on the wall in the par-
ish hall.  On it are flowers, each containing the name of one needed item.  Feel free to pick 
one of the flowers, purchase the listed item, and bring it to the church by Sunday, May 6.  
You may also donate cash, which Deacon Pat will use to purchase any items left unpicked.  
Thanks for continuing to love and support this family! 

May 21st will be the first anniversary of my ordination to the 
deaconate. It was a day of solemn vows and great joy and 
according to some the day the world would end. That day a 
part of my journey of faith ended and a whole new part be-
gan, one that has lead me into a deeper relationship with our 
Lord and with you. It always amazes me how people will 
spend so much time and energy trying to guess what God's 
plans are. Even Jesus did not know exactly when the world 

would end. If we take time to listen maybe we will hear His voice. As I look around I see so 
many things and people that need our attention and caring. I just wonder how much could 
be accomplished by just doing what God commanded us to do- to love Him and each other. 
As May 21st approaches, I thank God for the many blessings He has bestowed upon me, 
my daughters and grandchildren, my job and His sending me here. I thank Him for a won-
derful priest to work with and a wonderful congregation to love and be loved by. I don't 
know when the world will end and don't really case. All I know is that serving God and my 
neighbors is and honor and privilege.  

Love and Blessings,  
Deacon Pat 

Can you unscramble these Pentecost 
words?  Theyôre all found in Acts 2:1-21. 
 
 
OPENCESTT 
 
SPICSPLIED 
 
DIWN 
 
STOUGEN 
 
FRIE 
 
PRISTI 
 
EGGSLAUNA 
 
ANINTO 
 
TREEP 
 
SOPPRYHE 
 
SONIVIS 
 
SMARED 
 
HENAVE 
 
LODOB 
 
STIM 
 
VEDAS 
 
And for the truly skilled, the bonus word is: 
 
AAACCDIOPP 
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Evangelism / Outreach 

Worship Just for Fun 


