The Incarnation Word
June 2012
In these days of warm sunshine, cool
breezes, and greenness, I’ve been spending
as much time as possible outdoors. And I’ve
been re-reading Annie Dillard’s wonderful
little book Pilgrim at Tinker Creek. As she
observes nature around her, Annie Dillard
finds wonder and mystery and power, the
presence of God.

every day. A big elm in a single season
might make as many as six million leaves,
wholly intricate, without budging an inch; I
couldn’t make one. A tree stands there,
accumulating deadwood, mute and rigid
as an obelisk, but secretly it seethes; it
splits, sucks, and stretches; it heaves up
tons and hurls them out in a green,
fringed fling. No person taps this free
power; the dynamo in the tulip tree pumps
out ever more tulip tree, and it runs on
rain and air. “
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God is alive and working miracles all
around us, if we will but slow down and
see them.
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She watches the trees as they grow - complex and self-renewing systems that bear the
mark of a marvelous Creator. “It is amazing,” she says, “ that trees can turn gravel
and bitter salts into these soft-lipped lobes,
as if I were to bite down on a granite slab
and start to swell, bud, and flower. Trees
seem to do their feats so effortlessly. Every
year a given tree creates absolutely from
scratch ninety-nine percent of its living parts.
Water lifting up tree trunks can climb one
hundred and fifty feet an hour; in full summer
a tree can, and does, heave a ton of water
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The Anglican poet Gerard Manley Hopkins, writing 150 years earlier and in England, saw God’s handiwork all around
him, too, and he couldn’t help praising
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God’s Grandeur
- Gerard Manley Hopkins
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.
And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lies the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.

So much of the soil on which we spend our
days is, indeed, bare now. And too often
we go around with shoes on, unable to feel
God’s glorious creation. But God is never
finished. The trees grow and reproduce,
grasses spread and fill. The Spirit is always
renewing and creating the world.
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Trinity Sunday

4

5

2
9:30
DOK

8

2nd Pentecost 11

17

3rd Pentecost 18
Fathers’ Day

6:00 HE and
Healing
12

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
2:00 Convocation
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Flag Day
Rector’s
Sabbath

7:00Choir
21

22

23

Rector’s
Sabbath
6:00 HE and
Healing

11:45 Vestry Mtg.
4th Pentecost 25
4th for Food

13
6:00 HE and
Healing

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II

24

9

8:00
Rector’s
Men’s
Sabbath Breakfast

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
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8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
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Cherokee County is brimming with God’s
handiwork in all its majesty and magnificence, so get out there and experience it!
Listen for God’s voice in the ripple of the
water beside the Broad River Greenway or
feel the breath of God flowing through the
leaves on the Cowpens Nature Trail. Step
away from your toil, and find a spot we humans haven’t spoiled. And breathe in that
dearest freshness deep down things. And
feel the Holy Spirit fill you and renew you.

Saturday

Rector’s
Sabbath

11:45 Worship
Committee

God’s Peace,
. Jenny+
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Friday

26

27
6:00 Evening
Prayer

28

29

30

Rector’s
Sabbath

7:00Choir
……….Jenny on vacation……….
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John Gelok
Renée McFalls

Columbarium
At long last, our beautiful columbarium is
completed!
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your friends laid your earthly body in a new
tomb. Be present here with those who lay
their loved ones’ ashes in these new
niches or scatter them here.
Be present, Lord Christ.
Be present, Jesus. Fill this place with your
love, your peace. Fill it with your comfort,
your joy.
Be present, Lord Christ.

Bobby Love
Scott Glidden
Cynthia Glidden
Michael Darnell
Bob Friedman
David Taylor
Counters

Sudie Gelok
Dawn Bridges
Ree Batten
Fellowship
Coffee

(None)
(None)
(None)
Godly Play

(None)

Julie Taylor
Jill Stanton
Luke Harding
Volunteer needed
Children’s
Chapel

April Taylor
Lois Beam
Sara Harding
Marty Marett
Nursery

Leslie & Ron Brown
Bobby & Cindy Love
Danny & Martha Stacy
John & Sudie Gelok
Greeters

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam
Dawn Bridges
Betty Weaver
May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn, Hope
Greene, Marty Marett
Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter

Lori Thompson
LaDonna White
John Guthrie
Leslie Brown
Euch Min

Scott Glidden
Leslie Brown
Pam Bradburn
John Gelok
Intercessor

Leslie Brown
Renée McFalls
Pam Bradburn
N.T. Lector

Kim Guthrie

Frank Barnwell
Tonja Blackwell
Luke Harding
Cynthia Glidden

Acolyte

O.T. Lector

Ellis Greene
Alexis Turner
Kimberly Guthrie

June 24
10:30
June 17
10:00
June 10
10:30
June 3
10:30
Date

June Servers’ Schedule
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Buildings & Grounds

Speak here, Jesus. Speak of resurrection
and new life. Speak of hope and new possibilities.
Be present, Lord Christ.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 27, we dedicated it as a space where our loved ones
can take their final rest and where we can
sit and reflect, feeling God’s love and
peace enfold us. Members of the Columbarium Committee prayed the following:
Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend
Lazarus. Be present here with those who
mourn.
Be present, Lord Christ.
Time and again you withdrew to be alone
in a garden to pray. Be present here with
those who withdraw to seek your guidance, your comfort, and your strength.
Be present, Lord Christ.
When your time on earth was finished,
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Sing here, Jesus, with the voices of birds.
Dance here with the flowers in the breeze.
Weep here with the rain and smile here
with the sunshine.
Be present, Lord Christ.
Be present, Jesus, with all who come here.
Be present to receive those who’ve gone
on to eternal life with you. And be present
with those who wait and hope and pray.
Be present, Lord Christ.
Interested in reserving a niche? Read
through our Columbarium Policies and
Agreement Form. You can access them
on our web site
www.incarnation-gaffney.org
or get a copy from the church office.
And thanks to Danny Stacy for moving
heaven and earth to bring this about!
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Pastoral Care

Prayer List
The Sick:

Freezer Meal Club!

those on the confidential DOK prayer list
Want to turn an arduous, lonely task into a convivial, bustling
community event? Or have a back-up for that inevitable night
when Mom or Dad is too tired to cook? Sign up for a freezer
meal club! We'll meet one day a month in the church kitchen to
cook up huge batches of our favorite, freezable entrees. Each
member will contribute ingredients they can sign up for, then we'll divide into groups to cook
and assemble our meals. We'll all go home with 5- 6 serving entrees (or 12-3 serving
meals for couples and singles) to stock their freezers. AND we'll tuck an extra 5 meals in
the church freezer to have on hand for emergencies: for births, deaths, hospital stays, or
when someone just needs a helping hand. Call Sara Harding for more information, suggestions, or if you'd like to help with organizing the event. Home: 463-7922, Cell: 237-9006.

Freezer Meal Club Sign Up Sheet
Name______________________________________________________
Number of family members _____
List any food allergies in your family:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Major family "dislikes"(such as onions or peppers):

The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Illnesses:
May Ella Blanton
Mary Bolinger
Bill Bradley
Linda Caggiano
Lori Crook
David Fort
Peggy Fort
Barbara Gupton
Rae Hammett
Francis Higgins
Judy Johnson
Johnny Kay
Jim Kennedy
Bobby Parris
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Charles (Butch) Rolen
Rev. Charles Smith
Keith Smith
The Deceased:
Chuck Bernstein
Jo Earl

Milestones
Favorite one-dish entree (casseroles, stews, stir fries) :

Please attach recipe or web link address for your recommendation. 5 meals per month will

Josephine Earl’s battle with cancer ended
peacefully on May 18. Rest in peace, friend.

be chosen based on factors of simplicity, nutrition and health concerns of members.

Jennifer Gray’s a doctor now! She completed
her PhD of Research in Psychology and Law.
Congrats, doc!
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Hendrix Thomas
Steve Boggs
Miriam Harding
Freyah Batten
Ken Ashby
Janet Friedman
Ray Walker
Denny Marett
Mike Bradburn
Carolyn Smith
Paula Boggs
Chad Mabry
Steve Lewis
Sara Harding
Carla Winter
Jim Spigner

June 1
June 4
June 9
June 9
June 13
June 15
June 15
June 16
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 21
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28

Anniversaries
Luke & Sara Harding
June 2
Chuck & Jo Earl
June 4
Bob & Janet Friedman
June 6
John & Kim Guthrie
June 8
Bobby & Cindy Love
June 10
Terry Hendrix & Jennifer Gray June 13
Mike & Pam Bradburn
June 16

Attendance

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Birthdays

Wednesday, May 2

11

Sunday, May 6
Wednesday, May 9

55
11

Sunday, May 13
Wednesday, May 16

56
7

Sunday, May 20

58

Sunday, May 27

50

9

Evangelism / Outreach
On Mother’s Day,
Jamie Greene
showed our adoptive grandmother
how much we appreciate the job
she’s doing
“mothering” her two
grandchildren. He delivered bags of gifts
donated by the wonderful people of Incarnation: summer clothes and shoes for the
growing children, MacDonald’s gift certificates for fun family outings, and a WalMart gift card worth $175 for other items
they may need. He reports that the
grandmother was overwhelmed by the
love and support she felt coming to her
with the gifts.

Christian Education
We received a beautiful card from the family. They wrote:
Dear Mr Greene and congregation of
Church of the Incarnation,
Hope you know
how warmly you’re thought of,
and how very much
you’re appreciated
for all you do.
You have blessed our family richly. We
thank each and every one for the clothes,
shoes, and gift cards. May you all be
blessed seven times more than you have
blessed us.

Thanks, Incarnation, for letting her know
she isn’t alone, that God and this church
love her!

Thank you,
The Brannon Family

Sunday Readings

Sundays, during
10:30 service
While many of our
Christian Education
programs take a
break during the summer, this vital offering
continues, allowing
our little ones to experience the day’s gospel at their own level and allowing their parents to concentrate on the day’s sermon.
Please consider volunteering to help with
Children’s Chapel during the summer
months. You’ll receive a complete, easy-to
-implement curriculum. And we promise,
you’ll love experiencing the gospel through
the children’s eyes!

Vacation Bible School

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

June 3
Trinity Sunday

Isaiah 6:1-8

Canticle 13

Romans 8:12-17

John 3:1-17

June 10
Proper 5

Genesis 3:8-15

Psalm 130

2 Cor. 4:13-5:1

Mark 3:20-35

June 17
Proper 6

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Psalm 92:1-4,
11-14

2 Cor. 5:6-10,
(11-13), 14-17

Mark 4:26-34

June 24
Proper 7

Job 38:1-11

Psalm 107:1-3
23-32

2 Cor. 6:1-13

Mark 4:35-41
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Children’s Chapel
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July 22-26 (Sunday-Thursday)
6:00-8:00 pm

Daniel was way more
than the guy who survived a den of hungry
lions! Travel back to
Babylon and join Daniel
--torn from his home
and forced into the king's service. Imagine
the pressure of learning a new language
and culture…and the shock of discovering
your best friends have been tossed into a
fiery furnace. Explore exotic sights and
smells in a Babylonian bazaar! Kids and
adults will find that they're not much different from Daniel and his friends, who kept
their faith in a faithless culture.
Want to be part of the fun? Talk to Ree
Batten or Rev. Jenny today! Consider
leading a craft in a marketplace stall for 2
or 3 nights out of the week. You’ll be given
all the supplies you need and complete instructions. The marketplace shops still
available are:
Music Shop
Children will nail holes into flutes
and decorate them. They’ll also
put dried beans in water bottles
to make shakers.
Hanging Gardens Nursery
Children will decorate and plant a
3-tiered hanging garden. They’ll
also use foam flowers to decorate foam
picture frames.
Cylinder Seal Shop
Children will stick raised designs
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Name of a special friend your child would like to be with: ____________________________

Is child a member of a church? ____ If so, which one? ____________________________

Allergies or other medical conditions: ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS each day: ___________________

Other: ___________________________ (work) ____________ (cell) ____________

Father: __________________________ (work) ____________ (cell) ____________

Mother: __________________________ (work) ____________ (cell) ____________

Date of birth: _____________ School grade entering this fall: _____

In case of emergency, please contact: ___________________________________________

We’ll cut and separate and paint and create. And we’ll turn our church into ancient
Babylon!

This program is designed so whole families, parents included, can participate together. Get the word out to all your friends
and neighbors and share the Registration
Form on the next page with them. Additional copies are on the bulletin board in
the church hallway.

Child’s Age: _____



Wednesday, July 11
4:00-5:30 pm
Wednesday, July 18
7:00-8:00 pm

Home Phone: ____________ E-mail: ___________________________________________



City: ________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: _____________

Plus we’ll need help decorating
and preparing the crafts before
the week begins. We’ve scheduled 2 VBS Work Days:

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________

An important part of making
it possible for families to
enjoy VBS together is that
we provide supper. This
means we need volunteers
to donate food and to help
set up, serve the meal, and clean up.

We also need your help collecting the supplies we’ll need for the different crafts and
games. On the bulletin board in the hallway you’ll find “bricks,” each containing the
name of an item we need. Note that some
will be donated and others just loaned.
Please scan the bricks and take any that
you’d be willing to collect for us. Return
the items, with the bricks taped onto them,
by Sunday, July 8. And thanks for making
this week of fun and learning possible for
children and their families!

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

Or play a character in one
of the daily skits. Daniel will
interact with Ashpenaz, the
king’s chief advisor, as he
shares what it’s like to believe in the one true God in a land of pagan
idols. Both actors will need to be available
all five nights of VBS.

Vacation Bible School
Registration Form

to a cylinder, making a seal they can use in
clay or on paper. They’ll use their cylinders
and letter stampers to make their own custom stationary.
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