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On October 4, we celebrate and remember St.
Francis, the gentle
monk known for his
peaceful, loving life.

called out to the creature: “Come to me,
Brother Wolf. In the name of Christ, I order
you not to hurt anyone.” At that moment
the wolf lowered its head and lay down at
St. Francis’ feet, meek as a lamb.

Perhaps the most famous story of St. Francis is when he tamed
the wolf that was terrorizing the people of Gubbio. While Francis was
staying in that town he
learned of a wolf so ravenous that it was not
only killing and eating animals, but people,
too. The people took up arms and went
after it, but those who encountered the
wolf perished at its sharp teeth. Villagers
became afraid to leave the city walls.
Francis had pity on the people and decided to go out and meet the wolf. He was
desperately warned by the people, but he
insisted that God would take care of him. A
brave friar and several peasants accompanied Francis outside the city gate. But
soon the peasants lost heart and said they
would go no farther.

St. Francis explained to the wolf that he
had been terrorizing the people, killing not
only animals, but humans who are made in
the image of God. “Brother Wolf,” said
Francis, “I want to make peace between
you and the people of Gubbio. They will
harm you no more and you must no longer
harm them. All past crimes are to be forgiven.”

Francis and his companion began to walk
on. Suddenly the wolf, jaws agape,
charged out of the woods at the pair. Francis made the Sign of the Cross toward it.
The power of God caused the wolf to slow
down and to close its mouth. Then Francis

The wolf showed
its assent by
moving its body
and nodding its
head. Then to the
absolute surprise
of the gathering
crowd, Francis
asked the wolf to
make a pledge.
As St. Francis
extended his hand to receive the pledge,
so the wolf extended its front paw and
placed it into the saint’s hand. Then Francis commanded the wolf to follow him into
town to make a peace pact with the townspeople. The wolf meekly followed St. Francis.
By the time they got to the town square,
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everyone was there to witness the miracle.
With the wolf at his side, Francis gave the
town a sermon on
the wondrous and
fearful love of
God, calling them
to repent from all
their sins. Then he
offered the townspeople peace, on
behalf of the wolf.
The townspeople
promised in a loud
voice to feed the wolf. Then Francis asked
the wolf if he would live in peace under
those terms. He bowed his head and
twisted his body in a way that convinced
everyone he accepted the pact. Then once
again the wolf placed its paw in Francis’
hand as a sign of the pact.
From that day on the people kept the pact
they had made. The wolf lived for two
years among the townspeople, going from
door to door for food. It hurt no one and no
one hurt it. Even the dogs did not bark at it.
When the wolf finally died of old age, the
people of Gubbio were sad. The wolf’s
peaceful ways had been a living reminder
to them of the wonders, patience, virtues
and holiness of St. Francis. It had been a
living symbol of the power and providence
of the living God.

covery Learning Academy just outside Atlanta. Earlier this year she was in her office at the school when a man armed with
an AK-47 charged in and shot at the floor.
Signalling to the others in the office to go
alert the teachers, Antoinette resisted the
temptation to run. Instead, she talked to
the man - calmly, gently. She told him she
loved him. She shared her own times of
despair and assured him that whatever he
was feeling right then, whatever made him
want to kill these children, would pass.
The situation ended with the young man
laying down his weapon and surrendering
to police. Not one person was hurt.
As we look around us and read the news,
it’s easy to feel that we’re surrounded by
wolves waiting to devour us. And there
are plenty of wolves out there. But let’s
remember the examples of St. Francis and
of Antoinette Tuff. If we can love one another, if we can call one another “brother,”
those wolves just may be our friends. And
we may all be able to live together in
peace.
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Monday Tuesday

19th Pentecost 30
Proper 21

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II
6

20th Pentecost 7
Proper 22

Thursday

2

3

Jenny at Clergy Conference
6:00 HE/
Healing
7:00 Choir
8

9

4

9:30
DOK

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30 EfM

7:00 Choir

11

12

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30 EfM

21st Pentecost 14
15
16
Proper 23
Colum6:00 HE/
8:30 HE I
bus Day 7:00
Healing
9:30 Christian Ed.
Vestry
7:00 Choir
10:30 HE II
Meeting

17

20

24

22

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II
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St. Francis
Day

10

13

23rd Pentecost 28
Proper 25
4th for food

Saturday

6:00 HE/
Healing

6:00 Blessing of the
Animals

22nd Pentecost 21
Proper 24

Friday

9:30
Vestry
Officers

2:00 Convocation

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II
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Wednesday

8:30 HE I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 HE II
11:45 Worship
Committee Meeting

27

Francis took the time to speak to the wolf.
He called him “brother.” Sometimes that’s
all it takes to defuse a violent situation. I’m
reminded of Antoinette Tuff, who works in
the front office at Ronald E. McNair Dis-
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Sunday

23

18

Diocesan
Convention

6:30 EfM
25

6:00 HE/
Healing
7:00 Choir
29

30

26

Rector’s
Sabbath
6:30 EfM
31
Halloween

6:00 HE/
Healing
7:00 Choir

19

No EfM

1

2

All Saints’
Day

9:30
DOK

Rector’s
Sabbath
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October Servers’ Schedule

Buildings & Grounds

Date

Oct. 6
Proper 22

Oct. 13
Proper 23

Oct. 20
Proper 24

Oct. 27
Proper 25

Acolyte

Tim Beaty

Ellis Greene

Lori Thompson

Michael Darnell

OT Lector

Bobbi Albert

Frank Barnwell

Ann Torres

Cynthia Glidden

NT Lector

Danny Stacy

Catherine Long

Cindy Love

Pam Bradburn

Intercessor

David Taylor

Scott Glidden

Michael Darnell

John Gelok

Eucharistic
Minister

Cynthia Glidden

Lori Thompson

Renée McFalls

Leslie Brown

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter

May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn
Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam

Greeters

Taylor Family

Brown Family

Beam Family

Gelok Family

Nursery

Sara Harding

Marty Marett

Lois Beam

Renée McFalls

Kids’ Chapel

Luke Harding

Volunteer
Needed

Julie Taylor

Ree Batten

None

Julie Taylor
Lori Thompson

Carol Pirkey
Cynthia Glidden

Jessica Fowler
Cindy Love

Breakfast

Ree Batten

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok

Ann Torres
Bob Friedman

Scott Glidden
Arnold Tucker

Ben Torres
Catherine Long

Cynthia Glidden
David Taylor

Godly
Play
Coffee Hour
Counters
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It began as a simple
project: refurbish
our existing playground equipment
and add a few more
swings. But then
we discovered the
many, many ways
our existing play structure is in violation of
code. It puts our children at risk and opens
us to lawsuit if others’ children are hurt on
it.

virtually unattainable.
That’s when a miracle happened. The
family of David Fort asked what they could
do for Incarnation in his memory. David
was always so eager to hear about the
children at Incarnation. He loved stories
about Godly Play and Vacation Bible
School. So his family were thrilled to be
able to donate what will become the David
Fort Memorial Playground.

So we did some research and had KorKat
Playground Equipment draw up some
plans. We wanted six swings (including at
least one for babies), a free-standing seesaw, a play structure with a climbing wall, a
panel just for toddlers, and double slides.
We also wanted a ride-on spring animal
and a bench for parents. And, of course,
we also had to have special playground
mulch and timbers to hold it in place. We
were looking at an enormous expense—
close to $20,000.

We held a bake sale and yard sale and
raised $2500. We were thrilled to have
raised so much, but our goal still seemed
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So what’s next? We’re finalizing the design and layout right now. Then we’ll place
our order. When it gets here, we’ll all need
to help out. We’ll provide the labor to assemble and install the items, with KorKat
providing professional supervision. Then
we’ll go pick up the mulch and shovel it
into place. If all goes according to plan, we
should have everything completed before
the end of the year. And then we’ll all get
to watch as our children play and play and
play on their wonderful new playground!
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Christian Education
Nursery
Sundays, during 10:30 service
Our nursery just
keeps growing! If
you’d like to snuggle
some cuddly ones
during the 10:30 service, talk to Ree Batten to volunteer.

Oct. 13 - The Great Family
Abraham and Sarah follow God to become
the chosen people.
Oct. 20 - The Exodus
Moses leads the People of God out of slavery in Egypt.
Oct. 27 - The Ten Best Ways
The People of God are given ten ways to
live together in peace.

Grapple

Children’s Chapel
Sundays, during 10:30 service
Our children love
their special time
during the 10:30
service. Thanks to
our wonderful volunteers who prepare the brief lesson each week.
Want to join the
team? Talk to Ree Batten today!

Sundays, 9:30-10:15
Our pre-teens are having
a blast in their new class!
This month they’ll turn
their attention to who Jesus is. They’ll examine C.
S. Lewis’ deep theological
discussion of the person of
Christ, but they’ll do it through fun games
and memorable activities. Their topics will
be:
Oct. 13 - What if Jesus is a Liar?
Jesus said he was God’s son, but what if
he was just lying to us? How can we
know?

Godly Play
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
Our dedicated
teachers make the
stories come alive
for the children
each week. In October they’ll discover:
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Prayer List

Oct. 20 - What if Jesus is a Lunatic?
Jesus told his followers to behave in ways
that make no sense. Should we listen to
him?
Oct. 27 - What if Jesus is a Loser?
Jesus let people walk all over him and
even kill him in the end. Should we do the
same?
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The Sick:
Drew Brady
Kim Bright
Joyce Mathis
Those affected by the shooting at the
Washington Naval Base
Those on the DOK prayer list
Those Expecting Children:
Brandy & Johnathan Barnwell
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Needs:
May Ella Blanton
Butch Childers
Miller David
Peggy Fort
Isaac Gelok
Bill Glidden
Barbara Gupton
Frances Higgins
Frances Humphries
Nancy Jude
Billie Kajma
Jim Kennedy
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Bruce Risher
Suzanne Searson
Keith Smith
Jim Spigner
Mary Threadgill
Priscilla Throop
Bruce Tyson
Those Serving Overseas in the Military:
Hannah Green
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Birthdays
Savannah White
Connor Cothran
Jim Beam
Carol Pirkey
Olivia Spigner
Johnathan Gelok
Liam Hendrix
Ann Meade
Max Hyde
Scott Glidden
Eric Throneburg
Sarah Meade
Cecily Boggs
Chuck Earl
Danny Stacy
John Yelton
Ann Torres

Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 4
Oct. 9
Oct. 9
Oct. 11
Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 18
Oct. 18
Oct. 19
Oct. 27
Oct. 27
Oct. 29
Oct. 30

Anniversaries
Kyle & Ann Meade
Steven & Kelly Lewis
Dever & Carolyn Smith

Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 26

Attendance
Sunday, September 1
Wednesday, September 4

51
15

Sunday, September 8
Wednesday, September 11

65
10

Sunday, September 15
Wednesday, September 18

52
13

Sunday, September 22
Wednesday, September 25

61
12
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Convention Delegates
At our Annual Meeting
last December we
elected delegates to represent Incarnation at Diocesan Convention.
Your delegates are:
Michael Darnell
Cynthia Glidden
Scott Glidden
Ginny Kidd
Our delegates will be busy this fall as convention approaches.
Sunday, October 6, 2:00 pm
Convocation Meeting
St. Christopher’s, Spartanburg
We’ll receive copies of the budget we’ll
vote on, names of those running for various offices, and everything else we’ll need
to make informed decisions at convention.

October 18
Leadership Day
Trinity Cathedral, Columbia
A variety of workshops and seminars will
be offered to help us better lead the people
of Incarnation. This day is open to anyone
who wants to attend. See Jenny+ for registration details.
October 19
Diocesan Convention
Trinity Cathedral, Columbia
We’ll gather to do the business of the diocese. This day is open to clergy and
elected delegates.
For more information, visit http://
www.edusc.org/diocesan-convention/91stdiocesan-convention-2.html.

Readings

8

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

October 6
Proper 22

Habakkuk 1:1-4,
2:1-4

Psalm 37:1-10

2 Timothy 2:1-14

Luke 17:5-10

October 13
Proper 23

2 Kings 5:1-3,
7-15c

Psalm 111

2 Timothy 2:8-15

Luke 17:11-19

October 20
Proper 24

Genesis 32:22-31

Psalm 121

2 Timothy 3:144:5

Luke 18:1-8

October 27
Proper 25

Jeremiah 14:7-10,
19-22

Pslam 84:1-6

2 Timothy 4:6-8,
16-18

Luke 8: 9-14
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Adult Ed - The Book of Romans

The Bible Challenge

Sundays, 9:30-10:15
We’re learning so
much as we make
our way through
this often confusing but also hopeful and beautiful
book. Come join
us - each week is
a new adventure! Our topics for October
will be:
October 13 - Hope through Christ
What is the hope that Jesus holds out to us
in Romans 5:1-21?
October 20 - Our Freedom
Just as we’re free to choose sin, we’re also
free to choose righteousness through faith.
We’ll examine what that means in Romans
6:1-8:39.
October 27 - The Chosen People
Does Jesus’ offer of salvation to all negate
the promises God made to Israel? We’ll
discuss in Romans 9:1-11:36.
Education for Ministry Class
Thursdays, 6:30-9:00 pm
This month we’ll start delving into the stories that tell us who we are as people made
in the image of God. The complete schedule of readings and duties can be found on
the web site. Go to “Parish Life” and scroll
down to “Adult Ed.” You’ll find the link to
the EfM schedule there.
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Congratulations to everyone who finished or
nearly finished or even
attempted last year’s Bible Challenge. Do you
find yourself missing it? Well, Bishop
Waldo has just issued a challenge to keep
going by reading the New Testament over
the course of the next year. Would you like
to participate? It’s easy!
Sign up at:
http://thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org/join/
Let Kellie Wilson at the diocese know
you’re participating, too:
1-800- 889-6961 ext. 104 or
KWilson@edusc.org.
You can download or print a schedule of
readings here:
http://www.edusc.org/doc_download/9-read
-the-bible-in-a-year-pamphlet
Join the Facebook
group EDUSC Bible Challenge. There you can participate in discussions with
other Bible Challenge participants, including the
Bishop.
And enjoy this
“lighter” version of
the Bible Challenge!
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Stewardship

Worship
Blessing of the Animals

Stewardship Speakers

Pledge Cards

Throughout the month of October we’ll
hear from our friends in the pews about
their experiences with stewardship. In
what ways have they been blessed by
God? What have they done to try to use
those blessings to do God’s work on
earth? You’re sure to be surprised and
inspired by the faith of your fellow parishioners.

Toward the end of
the month you’ll
receive a stewardship packet from
us. It will include
a Time and Talent
pledge card on
which you can
volunteer to use
your many talents
to further God’s work at Incarnation. You’ll
be amazed at how many jobs there are,
large and small.

Prayers of the People
As we focus on stewardsip this month,
you’ll notice a change in our Prayers of the
People at both services. We’ll take time to
notice the many, many blessings God has
given us: our gifts and talents, the money
we have, and our freedom. And we’ll think
about those who haven’t been so blessed here in our church family, in our community, and in other nations. Normally we ask
God to intervene and alleviate the suffering
we see. But this month we’ll ask God instead to guide and inspire us to play a part
in that healing work, to use the gifts he’s
given us to help others. May we be open
to hear what he would have us do and then
bold enough to do it!
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Sunday, October 6 at 6:00 pm

The packet will also include a financial
pledge card. Please take time in your
household to discuss your giving. Decide
prayerfully where God most needs the
money you have to give. Then fill out the
pledge card and bring it to church with you
on Sunday, November 6.

Pledge Ingathering
Sunday, November 3
On All Saints Sunday we
celebrate all those who’ve
gone before whose faith
and generosity built the
church we now enjoy. As
part of that service, we’ll take our part in
that great cloud of witnesses by laying our
pledges of time, talent, and treasure on the
altar. We’ll ask God to take what little we
have to give and use it to work miracles in
this church and in the world.
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Our annual Blessing
of the Animals service
will be held in Trinity
Garden on Sunday,
October 6 at 6:00 pm.
Each year we follow
the example of St. Francis, who called the
animals his brothers and sisters and who
declared God’s blessing on them. Bring
your furry, scaley, and feathered friends
and join us for a joyful celebration of all
God’s creatures. Each animal will receive
a blessing and a St. Francis medal to wear
home.

your heart. May God bless you with anger
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of
people, so that you may tirelessly work for
justice, freedom, and peace. May God
bless you with tears to shed with those
who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation,
or war, so that you may reach out your
hand to comfort them and transform their
pain into joy. May God bless you with
enough foolishness to believe that you can
make a difference in this world, so that you
are able to do what others claim cannot be
done. And the blessing of God who Creates, Redeems, and Sanctifies, be upon
you this day and forever more. Amen.
May God make us more like his servant
Francis: compassionate, loving, and generous.

Worship in October
During October, we’ve
taken inspiration from the
life and writings of St. Francis. As we examine stewardship, it’s especially fitting
that we take inspiration
from Francis’ love of all
creatures and his dedication to caring for them.
Each week we’ll conclude
the Prayers of the People with the prayer
attributed to St. Francis which asks God to
make us instruments of peace, giving to all.
And the blessing at the end of each service
will be the traditional Franciscan blessing:

All Saints Sunday

May God bless you with discomfort at easy
answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within

We’ll also welcome our newest baby
brother as we baptize Asher Torres that
day. What a wonderful celebration!
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Sunday, November 3
All Saints Sunday is the
day we set aside to remember all those whose
faith and life have been
examples to us. We’ll read the list of our
beloved dead. We’ll include parishioners
from throughout the years as well as
friends and family who’ve died in the past
year. Please send any names you’d like to
be included to Ann:
secretary@incarnation-gaffney.org
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