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Ah, February. The
month of love. The
stores are full of hearts
and candy, and cards
are available to reveal
our love to all our
friends and relatives. But the mushy, romantic, hearts-and-flowers type of love is
easy. Jesus challenges us to love more
fully, more actively. He asks us to give up
our lives for others, to put them first. And
he asks us to love not just those close to
us, but everyone, even our enemies, and
especially those in need.
For one human being to love
another; that is perhaps the
most difficult of all our tasks,
the ultimate, the last test and
proof, the work for which all other work is
but preparation.
- Rainer Maria Rilke (1875 - 1926)
What does this sort of love look like? For
Jesus it looked like washing the feet of his
disciples. And healing the sick. And
breaking bread with outcasts and sinners.
It involved sacrifice and hard work on his
part, and it changed the lives of those he
loved.
One word frees us of all the
weight and pain of life: That
word is love.
- Sophocles (496 BC - 406 BC)
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There is so much need in Cherokee
County. People are hungry, and they can’t
pay their bills. They don’t have access to
affordable medical care for themselves
and their children. And we have the resources to make a huge difference in their
lives.
Passion makes the world go
round. Love just makes it a
safer place.
- Ice T, The Ice Opinion
This month your vestry will be talking
about what Incarnation can do to love the
people of Cherokee County. Should we
expand our food pantry to offer real,
healthy solutions for those who are hungry? Should we organize a free medical
clinic once a month? Do we want to play a
role at the Miracle Hill shelter or in one of
the local schools? For too long we’ve kept
God’s love to ourselves. It’s time to share
it.
Love is, above all else, the gift
of oneself.
- Jean Anouilh (1910 - 1987)
We have willing hearts and hands, hearts
and hands filled with such love and blessing. We have skills, financial resources,
and time to share. With all of us working
together we can do so much. And the
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more we give, the more God will fill us and
equip us. And the more we’ll have to give
again.
My bounty is as boundless as
the sea, my love as deep; the
more I give to thee, the more I
have, for both are infinite.
- William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616)
Romeo and Juliet, Act II, sc. 2
This next chapter is going to be very exciting for us at Incarnation as we seek to be
Christ for those around us, to love them by
serving them. Please pray, asking God
where he needs our efforts. Talk to people
you know in town, and find out what needs
there are. And listen to your own heart, to

where you feel tugged. Then share your
discoveries with the vestry.
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.”
- John 15:12-13
I look forward to hearing your thoughts and
dreams and prayers. And I really look forward to putting them into action. Cherokee
County needs our love.
God’s Peace,

Jenny+

Sundays, 9:30-10:15
This month our children will open the lids
on the precious golden boxes of some of
Jesus’ parables and wonder together
about them.

Feb 9 - The Parable of
the Mustard Seed
The Kingdom of
Heaven is like a mustard seed, the tiniest of
2
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Monday

3rd Epiphany 27
Fourth for food

Tuesday
28

2

seeds, that grows into a tree so big that
the birds of the air come to it and build
their nests there.

Presentation 3
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Feb 16 - The Parable of the Sower
Seeds are sown on the
path, among the rocks,
and among the thorns,
but none of them can
grow. Only the seeds
sown in the good earth
are able to grow and
grow and grow and yield a great harvest.
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7:00 Choir
18

Presidents’
Day

7th Epiphany 24
Fourth for food
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1
9:30
DOK

6:30 EfM
7

8

Rector’s
Sabbath
6:30 EfM
13

6:00 HE/
Healing

6th Epiphany 17

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

31

Saturday

Rector’s
Sabbath

6

12

Friday

14

15

Valentine’s Day

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

23

5

7:00 Choir

5th Epiphany 10

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

30

6:00 HE/
Healing

11:45 Vestry
Meeting

16

29

7:00 Choir

8:30 HE I
9:30 Breakfast.
10:30 HE II
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Wednesday Thursday

6:00 HE/
Healing

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

11:45 Worship
Committee Meeting

Christian Education
Godly Play

Sunday

7:00
Vestry
Meeting
25

19

6:30 EfM
20

26

22

6:30 EfM
27

Diocesan Clergy Conference

28
Rector’s
Sabbath

6:00 HE/
Healing
7:00 Choir

21
Rector’s
Sabbath

6:00 HE/
Healing
7:00 Choir

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30 EfM

1
9:30
DOK
6-8 pm
OYSTER
ROAST!
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February Servers’ Schedule
Date

Feb. 2
10:30

Feb. 9
10:30

Feb. 16
10:30

Feb. 23
10:30

Leslie Brown

Ellis Greene

Tim Beaty

Lori Thompson

OT Lector

John Gelok

Frank Barnwell

Bobbi Albert

Ann Torres

NT Lector

Michael Darnell

Catherine Long

Danny Stacy

Cindy Love

Intercessor

Pam Bradburn

Scott Glidden

David Taylor

Michael Darnell

Eucharistic
Minister

Pat Gotatus

Lori Thompson

Cynthia Glidden

Renée McFalls

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter

May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn
Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam

Acolyte

Greeters

Bradburn Family

Brown Family

Taylor Family

Beam Family

Nursery

Lois Beam

Marty Marett

Sarah Harding

Julie Taylor

Kids’
Chapel

Volunteer
Needed

Ree Batten

Luke Harding

David Taylor

None

Lori Thompson
Julie Taylor

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Cindy Love
Jessica Fowler

Breakfast

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok

Bobby Love
Scott Glidden

John Gelok
Catherine Long

Godly Play

Coffee
Hour
Counters
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Bob Friedman
Cynthia Glidden

David Taylor
Ann Torres
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Feb 23 - The Parable
of the Great Banquet
The Kingdom of
Heaven is like when a
man held a great banquet. When his guests
were all too busy to come, the man invited
the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the
lame to feast with him.

Grapple
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
The preteens will
begin a series called
“BFF, Best Friends
Forever.”
Feb 9 - Why Do Some People Have More
Friends?
Some people have tons of friends and others have only a few. Which is better? And
what makes a real friend?

Feb 16 - Am I Only Supposed to Be
Friends With Christians?
I feel like I’m strong enough to hang out
with all kinds of people without being
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changed by them. What does the Bible
say?

Feb 23 - Do I Have to Like Everybody?
Jesus said, “love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you.” But does
that mean I have to be friends with everyone? Even mean people?

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday, February 2 after each service
Each year youth from
churches worldwide stand
outside their churches on
Superbowl Sunday with
soup pots. They ask worshippers to give just one
dollar each to fight hunger. Our Grapple students will participate
in this initiative this year. They’ll register to
be part of the program, and they’ll collect
money on Sunday, February 2. They’ll
then count what they collect and report the
total to Souper Bowl of Caring. But they’ll
send every penny collected to the soup
kitchen here in Gaffney to tackle hunger
right here. They’ll be able to see that, if
everyone worldwide gives just one dollar,
the amount raised is staggering and can
actually make a difference in the fight to
end hunger.
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Prayer List
Adult Ed - God in the Headlines
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
If you haven’t been
with us on Sunday
mornings, you’ve
missed some really
interesting and perplexing conversations.
We looked at the case
of little Jahi McMath, whose doctors have
declared her brain dead but whose parents

won’t consent to removal of life support.
How do we know whether to pray for a
miracle or to accept the doctors’ word as
God’s answer? We also discussed the
controversy over prisons using experimental combinations of drugs to carry out
death sentences. What are the rights of
death-row prisoners? And what does the
Bible say about the death penalty in general? Don’t miss another week! Come join
the discussion as we seek the Bible’s guidance in our current world.

Hospitality
Mardi Gras Oyster Roast
Saturday, March 1
6:00-8:00 PM
Tickets for our
amazing night of
great fun, great
food, and great
friends are on sale
now!
Come celebrate Mardi Gras with one last
party before Lent begins. We’ll feast on
oysters, shrimp, and all the fixins. Bring
your own knife and glove as well as whatever adult beverages you might wish to
enjoy.

12, and free for those
6 and under. Tell all
your friends to buy
their tickets right
away—advance tickets are required.
Want to help out?
Sign up on the poster in the hallway to
help with set-up, with cooking, or with
cleaning up afterward! This event is a lot
of work, but it always raises a good sum
for us, as well. Plus we have fun putting it
on!
Let’s make this the biggest
and best yet - and laissez les
bontemps rouler!

Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for ages 7-
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The Sick:
Lois Beam
Mike Bradburn
Those on the DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Needs:
Vince Caggiano
Miller David
Peggy Fort
Isaac Gelok
Bill Glidden
Barbara Gupton
Frances Higgins
Frances Humphries
Nancy Jude
Jim Kennedy
Bobby Parris
Stephanie Parris
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Bruce Risher
Suzanne Searson
Keith Smith
Jim Spigner
Mary Threadgill
Bruce Tyson
Those Serving Overseas in the Military:
Hannah Green
The Deceased:
Lilly Glidden

Birthdays
Randy Pirkey
LaDonna White
Peggy Fort
Cindy Love
Ellis Greene
Warren Greene
Jennifer White Gray
Marcia Peake
Ed Hoffman
Frank Barnwell
Tiffany Guthrie
Ronnie Brown

Feb. 4
Feb. 4
Feb. 9
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 23
Feb. 27
Feb. 28

Anniversaries
Frank & Tera Barnwell

Feb. 14

Attendance
Sunday, January 5
Wednesday, January 8

53
7

Sunday, January 12
Wednesday, January 15

57
8

Sunday, January 19
Wednesday, January 22

63
8

Sunday, January 26

62

Milestones
Carol Pirkey was confirmed by Bishop Hultstrand on Sunday, January 19. Congratulations, sister! We’re so excited for you!
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Worship
Maundy Thursday
April 17
We’ll begin with an Agape Meal, sharing
bread and cheese, fruit and wine together.
Then we’ll move into the church for a Footwashing Service, Eucharist, and the Stripping of the Altar.

Coming in Lent…
Lent is right around the corner, with all its
special services. For those of you planning ahead, here’s what to expect:
Ash Wednesday
March 5
We’ll have two services on Ash Wednesday, at noon and at 6:00 pm. We will receive ashes on our heads as a sign of our
penitence and we’ll have the Eucharist to
remember that we’re also forgiven.
Wednesday Nights
March 12, 19, 26 and April 2, 9
6:00 pm
We’ll begin each night with a shared meal
of soup and sandwiches. Then we’ll move
into an inter-active, kid-friendly time of worship and learning. In a hands-on way we’ll
explore the variety of ways to keep Lent.

Good Friday
April 18
At noon we’ll have the traditional Good
Friday liturgy. That evening we’ll walk the
Stations of the Cross, hearing meditations
from the point of view of the women present.
Easter Sunday
April 20
We’ll all worship together in one great big,
glorious service. Then we’ll celebrate together over brunch.

Supper Clubs
Want to get to know
some of your fellow parishioners better? Like
to enjoy a good meal
with great people? Then
supper clubs are for you!
Each group consists of 8-10 people. The
goal is to meet for supper once a month in
someone’s home. The host for the month
sets the date and the menu and generally
prepares the main dish. The host assigns
side dishes and dessert to the other group
members. And it’s always BYOB.
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Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

February 2
Presentation
Of our Lord

Malachi
3:1-4

Psalm
84

Hebrews
2:14-18

Luke
2:22-40

February 9
5th Epiphany

Isaiah
58:1-12

Psalm
112:1-10

1 Corinthians
2:1-16

Matthew
5:13-20

February 16
6th Epiphany

Deuteronomy
30:15-20

Psalm
119:1-8

1 Corinthians
3:1-9

Matthew
5:21-37

February 23
7th Epiphany

Leviticus
19:1-2, 9-18

Psalm
119:33-40

1 Corinthians
3:10-11, 16-23

Matthew
5: 38-48
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Wednesdays at 6:00
beginning March 12
During Lent we’ll gather on Wednesday
evenings for a simple supper together of
soup and sandwiches. Then we’ll explore
a variety of ways to keep Lent in an interactive, kid-friendly time of worship.
Watch the bulletin board in the hallway for
the sign-up sheet to help with one or more
of the meals. And definitely plan on making these evenings part of your Lenten discipline.

Readings
First Reading

Lenten Suppers

Sign up on the sheet in the hallway to
commit to being part of one of the groups.
If you’d like to be with other folks with
small children, sign up on the family sheet.
Worried about signing up by yourself?
There are always singles in the groups.
Worried about hosting? We can eat at a
restaurant when it’s your turn to host. We
just want you to be part of the fun. So sign
up today - and get your appetite ready for
a great time!
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Just for Fun
When I think of the
poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning, I
think of love. She
was born in England in 1806, the
first of twelve children. Her family
were part Creole
and made their fortune in sugar plantations
in Jamaica, but her parents wanted the
children raised in London.
When Elizabeth was only twelve she developed a lung disease that plagued her
for the rest of her life. Then at fifteen she
injured her spine while saddling a pony.
She was basically an invalid from then on,
spending her time quietly indoors reading
and writing. She taught herself Greek and
Hebrew so she could read the Bible in the
original languages, as her Anglican faith
was very important to her.

plantations at public auction. Elizabeth
was a penniless, invalid spinster living with
her tyrranical father. When her brother
drowned, Elizabeth simply stopped coming
out of her room.

In 1844, she produced a collection simply
called Poems; it gained the attention of
writer Robert Browning, whose work she
praised in one of the poems. He wrote her
a letter. They exchanged 574 letters over
the next two years, before finally eloping
despite her father’s protestations. Their
love was immortalized in their writings and
eventually became the play The Barretts of
Wimpole Street by Rudolph Besier.

When Elizabeth was twenty, she published
her first collection of poems. Over the next
few years her mother died and her father
lost everything, finally selling the sugar
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Elizabeth’s lovely Sonnets from the Portugesse was published in 1850 and contains some of her most well-known works.
How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43)
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of being and ideal grace.
I love thee to the level of every day's
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for right.
I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.
But there was always more to Elizabeth
Barrett Browning than met the eye. Her
sonnets declared her love for her husband,
yes. But they also expressed her certainty
of God’s love for her. And they expressed
her Christian love for all God’s people.

in her writing. Her poetic novel Aurora
Leigh spoke out against male domination
of women. And her later poetry denounced the use of child labor in mines
and mills and denounced the institution of
slavery.

As a young woman, Elizabeth had become
troubled by her family’s sugar plantations
because of their dependence on slave labor. As her father sent her siblings to Jamaica to run the plantations, Elizabeth protested wildly. She refused to take part in
the enslavement of others

For Elizabeth Barrett Browning, love for
her husband, her God, and her neighbors
was inextricably linked. She used the gifts
God gave her to express that love in the
way she could, by writing about it. May
she inspire us to use the gifts we have to
love our neighbors in the ways we can.
And may God bless our labors as he
blessed the work of this gifted poet of love.

Emboldened by her husband’s love, Elizabeth began to address more social issues
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