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This Lent I invite you
to enjoy Lent Madness: the Saintly
Smackdown.
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Lent Madness began
in 2010 as the brainchild of the Rev. Tim
Schenck and the Rev.
Scott Gunn. In seeking a fun, engaging
way for people to
learn about the men
and women comprising the Church’s Calendar of Saints, they
came up with this unique Lenten devotion.
Combining their love of sports with their
passion for the lives of the saints, Lent
Madness was born. It’s now a part of Forward Movement, the publishers of the Forward Day by Day devotional booklets.
The format is straightforward: 32 saints are
placed into a tournament-like single elimination bracket. Each pairing remains open
for a set period of time and people vote on
line for their favorite saint. 16 saints make
it to the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight
advance to the Round of the Elate Eight;
four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the
Championship; and the winner is awarded
the coveted Golden Halo. The first round
consists of basic biographical information
about each of the 32 saints. Things get a
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bit more interesting in the subsequent
rounds as they offer quotes and quirks,
explore legends, and even move into the
area of saintly kitsch.
Learning about and being inspired by
saintly lives is food for our respective journeys of life and faith. The season of Lent
has a wonderful way of stripping everything down to its essentials and bringing us
back to the basics of our faith. We can
learn much from those who have come
before us as faithful witnesses to the gospel. And the lesson always seems to
come back to this: “Love God and love
your neighbor.” These holy men and
women did just that in their own time and
circumstances, and they can inspire us to
do the same in our own day. Like us, the
saints weren’t perfect - yet it’s freeing to
remember that the goal isn’t perfection but
rather faithfulness. Lent Madness helps
make real these heroes of the faith by reminding us that they were living, breathing
human beings, not lifeless statues or distant figures immortalized yet immobilized
in stained glass.
Each of us, no matter our age, has much
to learn from the faith of these remarkable
saints. So join the journey! Booklets are
available containing the biographies of
each of the 32 saints in this year’s competition. Each booklet also contains a foldout bracket on which you can track the
winner of each pairing. And we have a
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poster-sized bracket in the hallway so we
can all see the results. During the adult
Sunday School and Grapple classes in
Lent we’ll spend our time discussing the
saints from that week - what we learned
from them, how they’ve challenged us, and
how we feel about who won and who lost.

So pick up a booklet for yourself or your
family, and get ready to be inspired. The
competition begins on Thursday, March 6
when Basil the Great, largely responsible
for the Nicene Creed we say each week,
will battle Christina the Amazing, patron
saint of the mentally ill. Who will win?!
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Hospitality
Mardi Gras
Oyster Roast
Saturday, March 1
6:00-8:00 pm
It’s not too late - tickets for our amazing night of great fun,
great food, and great friends will be available at the door!
Come celebrate Mardi Gras with one last
party before Lent begins. We’ll feast on
oysters, shrimp, and all the fixins. Bring
your own knife and glove as well as whatever adult beverages you might wish to
enjoy.
Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for
ages 7-12, and free for those 6
and under. And we’d be glad to
put you to work - come early to
help set up or plan to stay late and help
clean up. Laissez les bontemps rouler!

Supper Clubs
Want to get to know
some of your fellow parishioners better? Like
to enjoy a good meal
with great people? Then supper clubs are
for you!
Each group consists of 8-10 people. The
goal is to meet for supper once a month in
someone’s home. The host for the month
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sets the date and the menu and generally
prepares the main dish. The host assigns
side dishes and dessert to the other group
members. And it’s always BYOB.
Sign up on the
sheet in the hallway to commit to
being part of one
of the groups. If
you’d like to be
with other folks with small children, sign up
on the family sheet. Worried about signing
up by yourself? There are always singles
in the groups. Worried about hosting? We
can eat at a restaurant when it’s your turn
to host. We just want you to be part of the
fun. So sign up today - and get your appetite ready for a great time!

Lenten Suppers
Wednesdays at 6:00
beginning March 12
During Lent we’ll
gather on Wednesday
evenings for a simple
supper together of
soup and sandwiches.
Then we’ll explore a
variety of ways to keep Lent in an interactive, kid-friendly time of worship. Sign up
on the bulletin board in the hallway to help
with one or more of the meals. And definitely plan on making these evenings part
of your Lenten discipline.

3

Christian Education

Prayer List

Sundays, 9:30-10:15

Then they’ll find objects that tell more
about Jesus’ baptism.

This month our children will make connections with some of the Faces of Easter.
Jamie Greene’s depictions of some of
these faces will help the children come
close to the mystery of Easter by following
Christ’s journey to the cross and resurrection.

March 30
Jesus as the One who was tempted is the
focus of this week’s lesson. The children
will hear about Jesus’ temptation in the
wilderness and his wondering about what
his work would be. They’ll use objects to
help tell the story.

Godly Play

March 9
The children will look on
the face of Christ as a
newborn child. Then
they’ll explore the Godly
Play room for objects
they can place with the
picture, objects that tell
more about the story of
Jesus as a baby.
March 16
This week’s picture is of Christ as the One
who was lost and was found. The children
will hear the story of Jesus as a boy in the
temple. And they’ll bring objects to tell
more about the story.
March 23
The children will
see the face of
Christ as the One
who was baptized
and blessed, recalling his baptism
by John the Baptist
in the Jordan.
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Grapple
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
The preteens will participate in Lent Madness, learning about some of the men and
women of great faith in our history. They’ll
love the online voting and keeping our
bracket current.

Adult Ed - Lent Madness
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
The adults, too, will take part in Lent Madness this season. On Sunday mornings
we’ll gather to discuss the saints from the
previous week and update our brackets.
It’s a great chance to learn about the quiet
faith of some remarkable people - and to
be inspired to follow their examples!
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The Sick:
Mike Bradburn
Those on the DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Needs:
Bill Bradley
Vince Caggiano
Miller David
Peggy Fort
Isaac Gelok
Bill Glidden
Barbara Gupton
Frances Higgins
Frances Humphries
Nancy Jude
Jim Kennedy
Bobby Parris
Stephanie Parris
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Bruce Risher
Suzanne Searson
Keith Smith
Jim Spigner
Mary Threadgill
Bruce Tyson

Birthdays
Sarah Batten
Elizabeth Roberts
Kim Guthrie
James Batten
Ree Batten
Cynthia Glidden
Nathan Green
Devon Lewis
Miles Gettys
Chucky Russell
John Cavell
Tera Barnwell
Claire Dalton
Gage Wood
April Mabry

Mar. 2
Mar. 3
Mar. 3
Mar. 4
Mar. 4
Mar. 5
Mar. 6
Mar. 10
Mar. 11
Mar. 11
Mar. 13
Mar. 16
Mar. 20
Mar. 29
Mar. 31

Anniversaries
Steve & Paula Boggs

Mar. 10

Attendance

Those Serving Overseas in the Military

Wednesday, January 29

The Deceased

Sunday, February 2
Wednesday, February 5

56

Sunday, February 9
Wednesday, February 12

49

Sunday, February 16
Wednesday, February 19

56
9

Sunday, February 23
Wednesday, February 26

42
9

To add a name to the prayer
list, contact Ann Batchler in
the church office. Names will
remain on the prayer list for
three weeks unless you request otherwise.
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Buildings/Grounds
Playground Update
We’re making progress on getting our new
playground finished and ready for play!
James Batten installed the whale and frog
spring riders for us, working late into the
night to mix and pour bag after bag of concrete. Two huge truckloads of mulch were
delivered, and Danny Stacy spent most of
two days over here with his tractor spreading the mulch into our enclosures.

Worship
All that remains
is for us to attach
the roof on the
play structure,
install the
swings, and put
up the sign!
We’ll invite the
Fort family to celebrate the playground’s
opening with us some time after Lent!

Readings
First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

March 2
Last Epiphany

Exodus
24:12-18

Psalm 99

2 Peter
1:16-21

Matthew
17:1-9

March 5
Ash Wednesday

Joel
2:1-2, 12-17

Psalm 103

2 Corinthians
5:20b-6:10

Matthew
6:16-21

March 9
1st Lent

Genesis
2:15-17, 3:1-7

Psalm 32

Romans
5:12-19

Matthew
4:1-11

March 16
2nd Lent

Genesis
12:1-4a

Psalm 121

Romans
4:1-5, 13-17

John
3:1-17
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March 23
3rd Lent

Exodus
17:1-7

Psalm 95

Romans
5:1-11

John
4:5-42

March 30
4th Lent

1 Samuel
16:1-13

Psalm 23

Ephesians
5:8-14

John
9:1-41
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Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 5
Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes
12:00 noon and 6:00 pm
Ash Wednesday ushers in
the season of Lent, the
forty days of repentance
and preparation for the joy
of Christ’s resurrection at
Easter. On this day we
gather to recall our great
sinfulness, and our great
need for the sacrifce Jesus will make on the cross on Good Friday. We’ll receive the sign of the cross in
ashes on our forheads as a sign to all the
world that “we are dust, and to dust we
shall return.” But we don’t end there. The
service moves on to the Eucharist, in
which we receive Christ’s forgiveness and
grace.

Sundays in Lent

what God wants of us.
This year we’ll use the
Litany of Repentance
from the Ash Wednesday
service, adapting it for
weekly use. Then together we’ll plead the beautiful Kyrie,
“Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.” And, of course, God
will have mercy on us and we will be declared forgiven by him.
For Lent we’ve added
two pieces of the Rite I
service to our 10:30
liturgy. Just before the
Peace, we’ll hear the
Comfortable Words, a
reminder, in the midst of
our Lenten repentance,
that Jesus has already
covered our sins by his
death on the cross. In
Lent, we need that reminder. Just before
we come forward to receive communion,
we’ll pray the Prayer of Humble Access,
recalling how little we deserve the grace
we’re about to receive in the sacrament.
The version of this prayer we’ll use comes
from the Church of England Book of Common Prayer:

March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6
Worship services will have a very different
feel during Lent, as we focus more on our
sinfulness and our need for God’s grace.
The service will begin with a prolonged
confession during which we call to mind all
the many, many ways we’ve fallen short of
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Most merciful Lord, your love compels
us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we
were not fit even to eat the crumbs from
under your table. But you, Lord, are the
God of our salvation, and share your
bread with sinners. So cleanse us and
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feed us with the precious body and
blood of your son, that he may live in us
and we in him; and that we, with the
whole company of Christ, may sit and
eat in your kingdom. Amen.
The miracle, of course, is that Jesus died
for us even though we are unworthy. And
so we can come to the altar rail and receive his body and blood.
In Lent we focus on our sinfulness so that
we can become aware of and then give up
those things that draw us away from God.
This is hard, holy work. And we can’t always do it alone. For this reason, our deacon Pat+ will be available during communion each week to pray with you or for you.
She’ll be seated in front of the pulpit waiting for you. And your prayers will be kept
confidential.
Not only do we need
each other’s help in
Lent, we need God’s
as well. Prayer candles will be available
in front of the lectern.
These may be lit to
ask God for strength
or focus or release or
healing or whatever it is you need in order
to come closer to him. The beauty of a
prayer candle is that it’s a visual reminder
that our prayers keep ascending to God
long after we’ve ceased speaking them.
May all these things help you be in God’s
presence this Lent.
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Morning Prayer Leader Training
Sunday, March 9, at 9:30 am
Every once in a great
while, Jenny+ is suddenly sick or otherwise
unable to lead our Sunday morning services
and there isn’t time to
call in a supply priest.
In those rare instances,
we need lay people to
lead the Morning Prayer service, a lovely
service of scripture and prayers which, because it doesn’t contain communion, can
be led by anyone. Would you like to be
trained to lead Morning Prayer? Scott
Glidden has prepared a handout that takes
all the guesswork out of it. And we’ll
gather at 9:30 on Sunday, March 9 in the
church to make sure you have all the tools
you’ll need. The only requirement is that
you be a confirmed member of Incarnation.
So join us!

Lenten Supper and Service
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm
March 12, 19, 26 and April 2, 9
We hear about the
Lenten disciplines:
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, etc. But what
are they, exactly? And
how do we get started
on doing them? And
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why? That’s what we’ll explore together
during these inter-active, kid-friendly services. We’ll begin each night with supper
at 6:00, a simple meal of soup and sandwiches. You can sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway to help provide all or
part of one of the meals. After supper,
we’ll worship together using a format that
encourages even the very young to participate fully. Each week we’ll delve into one
of the Lenten disciplines, tying it to a moment in Jesus’ life.
March 12 - Jesus in the Wilderness and the
discipline of
Fasting
March 19 - Jesus triumphal
entry on Palm
Sunday and the
discipline of
Praising
March 26 - Jesus’ Last Supper and the discipline of Remembering
April 2 - Jesus washing the disciples’ feet
and the discipline of Serving
April 9 - Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane and the discipline of Praying
Come join us as we sing and pray and
color and glue our way toward keeping a
holy Lent.
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Coming in Holy Week…
Palm Sunday
April 13
We’ll wave our palm
branches and shout
Hosanna as Jesus
enters Jerusalem.
Then we’ll hear the
passion gospel and begin the sad journey
to the cross.
Maundy Thursday
April 17
We’ll begin with an Agape Meal, sharing
bread and cheese, fruit and wine together.
Then we’ll move into the church for a Footwashing Service, Eucharist, and the Stripping of the Altar.
Good Friday
April 18
At noon we’ll have the traditional Good Friday liturgy.
That evening we’ll walk the
Stations of the Cross, hearing meditations from the
point of view of the women present.
Easter Sunday
April 20
We’ll all worship together in
one great big, glorious service. Then we’ll celebrate
together over brunch.
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