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The tomb is empty, and
nobody knows where the
body is. Mary Magdalene tells the others
about the mysterious
disappearance, but they
give up and go
home. Mary stays behind, weeping, and
then fails to recognize the risen one before
her. As the days pass, each resurrected
encounter begins in surprise or anonymity
– the disciples fishing all night without
catching, Jesus cooking breakfast on the
beach, the two on their way to Emmaus. Nobody recognizes him at first
sight.
Clearly the risen body is not identical to the
Jesus who was crucified. People mistake
him for a stranger. He enters locked
rooms. He walks along the path to Emmaus for a long time without being recognized. Crucifixion, death, and resurrection
result in a transformed body – with evident
scars, but changed nonetheless. When he
reminds others of God’s banquet, meant
for the whole world – when human beings
are fed and watered, delivered from prison,
gathered from exile across the earth, and
healed and reconciled into a community of
peace – his companions discover that he
has once again been in their midst.
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What does that resurrection reality mean
for the Body of Christ of which we are
part? How does the risen Body of Christ –
what we often call the church – differ from
the crucified one? That Body seems to be
most lively when it lives closer to the reality
of Good Friday and the Easter mystery. In
the West, that Body has suffered a lot of
dying in recent decades. It is diminished,
some would say battered, increasingly
punctured by apathy and taunted by cultured despisers. That body bears little resemblance to royal images of recent memory – though, like Jesus, it is being
mocked. The body
remembers and
grieves, like the body
of Israel crying in the
desert, “why did you
bring us out here to
die?” or the crucified
body who cries, “My
God, why have you
forsaken me,” or “why
have you abandoned us?” In other contexts the Body of Christ is quite literally
dying and spilling its lifeblood – in Pakistan
and Sudan, in Iraq and Egypt – and in
those ancient words of Tertullian, the blood
of martyrs is becoming the seed of the
church.
The Body of Christ is rising today where it
is growing less self-centered and inwardly
focused, and living with its heart turned
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Hospitality
toward the cosmic and eternal, its attention
focused intently on loving God and
neighbor. This Body is rising to stand in
solidarity with criminals sentenced to
death, with widows and orphans, with the
people of the land who slave over furrows
and lettuce fields to feed the world. This
Body can be found passing through walls
and boundaries that have long been misused to keep the
righteous “safe” and
“pure.” The Body is
recognized when the
hungry are fed – on
the lakeshore with
broiled fish, on the
road to Emmaus, on
street corners and
city parks, in food
pantries and open
kitchens, in feeding
neighbor nations and former enemies, and
as the Body gathers once again to remember its identity and origin – Christ is risen
for the sake of all creation.
Where and how will we look for the Body of
Christ, risen and rising? Will we share the
life of that body as an Easter people, transformed by resurrection and sent to transform the world in turn?
Christ is risen, Alleluia! Alleluia, Christ is
risen indeed!
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts
Schori
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
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Hospitality is taking a
much-needed break
in May after an extremely busy couple
of months.
A huge thanks goes to all the folks who
provided food for our Wednesday night
suppers during Lent:
Ree Batten
Ann Ellison
Hope Greene
Sara Harding
Cindy Love
Marty Marett
Lori Thompson
Ben Torres
Carla Winter.
You all made it possible for families to be
part of our Lenten services and still have
everyone fed and in bed on time.
Thanks also go to
Michael Darnell whose
creativity turned our
Agape Meal on Maundy
Thursday into something
spectacular.
And thanks to everyone who set up,
cleaned up, and
provided the fabulous food for our
brunch on Easter
Sunday. With your help, we were able to
celebrate the Resurrection in grand style
with our wonderful parish family. Alleluia!
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Sunday
27

Monday

2nd Easter 28
4th for food

Tuesday
29

Wednesday
30

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

3rd Easter 5

6

7:30 Choir
13

7:30 Choir
20

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II
25

6th Easter 26
27
4th for food
Memorial
8:30 HE I
Day
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
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3
Rector’s
Sabbath

9:30
DOK

6:30 EfM
9
Clergy
Development Day

10
Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30 EfM
15

16

17

6:00 HE/
Healing

11:45 Worship
Committee
5th Easter 19

14

Saturday

Rector’s
Sabba

8:30 HE I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE II

18

2

8

6:00 HE/
Healing

11:45 Vestry
Meeting
4th Easter 12
Mother’s Day
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Friday

Clergy
Business
Day

7:30 Choir

8:30 HE I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 HE II
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1

6:00 HE/
Healing

11:45 Community
Garden Work Day
4

Thursday

21

6:30 EfM
22

6:00 HE/
Healing
7:30 Choir
28
6:00 HE/
Healing
7:30 Choir

23

24

Rector’s
Sabba
6:30 EfM
29
Ascension
Day

30

31

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30 EfM
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Christian Education

May Servers’ Schedule
Date

3rd Easter
May 4
10:30

4th Easter
May 11
10:30

5th Easter
May 18
10:30

6th Easter
May 25
10:30

Acolyte

Lori Thompson

Ellis Greene

Leslie Brown

Alaina Hartman

OT Lector

Cynthia Glidden

John Gelok

Frank Barnwell

Bobbi Albert

NT Lector

Catherine Long

Jamie Greene

Danny Stacy

Cindy Love

Intercessor

Danny Stacy

Scott Glidden

David Taylor

Michael Darnell

Eucharistic
Minister

Betty Tucker

Leslie Brown

Pat Gotautos

Lori Thompson

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter

May Ella Blanton
Dawn Bridges
Charlotte Hartman Jennie Hamrick
Pam Bradburn
Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam

Greeters

Brown Family

Greene Family

Taylor Family

Pirkey Family

Nursery

Lois Beam

Marty Marett

Julie Taylor

Sara Harding

Lori Thompson

Ree Batten

David Taylor

Luke Harding

None

Lori Thompson
Julie Taylor

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Outdoor
Service

Breakfast

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamridk

Sudie Gelok

April Mabry
Scott Glidden

Bobby Love
Cynthia Glidden

Kids’ Chapel
Godly
Play
Coffee Hour

Counters
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Bob Friedman
Cynthia Glidden

David Taylor
Ann Torres
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Godly Play
Sundays, 9:30-10:15
Our children will end the
school year with the last
of the Faces of Easter
stories.
April 27
The children will see the
face of Jesus as healer
and parable-maker. When
Jesus came close to people, they changed. The
children will find objects to
tell about times Jesus
came close to people and changed them.
May 11
This week the children will
explore the face of Jesus
who offers the bread and
wine. At his last meal with
his disciples, Jesus promised that whenever they ate the bread and
drank the wine, he would be with them.
Objects in the room will help the children
tell more about the story.
May 18
The children will consider
the face of Jesus as the
One who was Easter and
still is. Good Friday is an
ending to Jesus’ story, but
Easter is a new beginning
for Him and for us. The
children will wonder about all that.
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Children’s Bulletins
Each week we prepare special bulletins just for our
children. They
contain games,
pictures to color,
and even word
searches based on
the day’s lessons one for ages 3-6
and one for ages 7-12. They keep children
engaged during the service and help them
reflect on the day’s readings at their own
level.
But now the company from whom we get
these bulletins is making additional games
and fun available online to families after
they leave church. Each week your children’s bulletin will have a special code on
the front page, a code that’s just for Incarnation kids. Go to the web site:
www.Games.ChildrensBulletins.com
Type in the code from your children’s bulletin and start to play! There are pages to
color and interactive games, all based on
the scripture readings from the past Sunday. What a great way to keep the lessons alive all week long!
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Prayer List
Grapple

Adult Ed - God in the Headlines

Sundays, 9:30-10:15

Sundays, 9:30-10:15

Our preteens will end
the school year by
asking, “What’s the
point?” The struggle
to find our God-given
purpose will include:

We’ll scan the news for stories that raise
difficult questions about life in the real
world today. Does discontinuing life support for someone who’s been declared
brain dead mean I don’t have faith in God’s
power to heal? Who
should bear the financial
burden of rescuing hikers
who set out on difficult
trails unprepared? Do we
have a responsibility to
make certain that the
drugs used to execute
death row inmates cause them no pain?
Bring in any news articles you think would
make for a lively discussion as we search
the Bible for insight into today’s real-life
issues.

April 27 - Why did God Create Me?
Ever wonder why you were born? We’ll
explore why God might have decided to
create each one of us, and what we should
do with his love for us.
May 11 - How Come I’m not Perfect?
We all mess up, but that doesn’t mean we
aren’t God’s precious creations. We’ll talk
about accepting our faults and letting God
forgive us for our mistakes.
May 18 - Why didn’t God Make Us Like
Robots?
Why does God even give us the option of
messing up and wandering away from
Him? We’ll look at the kind of love God
has for us - and how we want to respond to
that love.
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Education for Ministry
Thursdays, 6:30-9:00
Each week a small
group of folks gets
together to really
delve into the scriptures, church history, and theology
and to look for the
connections between our lessons
and our daily lives. We begin each week
with supper together as we discuss our
readings for the week. Then we do some
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The Sick
Those on the DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Needs:
Mike Bradburn
Bill Bradley
Ronnie Brown
Renee Carnes
Miller David
Peggy Fort
Isaac Gelok
Bill Glidden
Barbara Gupton
Frances Higgins
Frances Humphries
Nancy Jude
Jim Kennedy
Bobby Parris
Stephanie Parris
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Bruce Risher
Suzanne Searson
Keith Smith
Jim Spigner
Martha Stacy
Mary Threadgill
Bruce Tyson
Those Serving Overseas in the Military
The Deceased
Dick Crater
Charles Loftis
Ronnie Morton
Bryan Watts
Chip Weatherford
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Birthdays
Kaleb Martin
Rory Marett
Jack Neff
Malone Wood
Tim Beaty
Tonja Blackwell
Carson Lewis
Ann Batchler
Erin Love
Asher Torres
Ginny Kidd
Karen Spigner
Toby Gettys

May 1
May 2
May 6
May 8
May 9
May 9
May 10
May 18
May 19
May 23
May 25
May 26
May 28

Anniversaries
Danny & Marty Marett
Ronnie & Leslie Brown
James & Ree Batten
John & Sudie Gelok
Garrison & Lori Thompson
Scott & Cynthia Glidden

May 9
May 11
May 12
May 15
May 17
May 29

Attendance
Wednesday, April 2

31

Sunday, April 6
Wednesday, April 9

54
32

Sunday April 13
Thursday, April 17
Friday, April 18

60
20
31

Sunday, April 20

96
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Pastoral Care
Card Ministry
Are you looking
for a way to serve
God by serving
others? Do you
need a ministry
you can do at
home? Then the
card ministry may
be for you! Sara
Harding needs
help getting cards
to our parishioners on their birthdays and
anniversaries. She has everything you’ll
need: names, dates, addresses, and, of
course, cards. You’ll select a month or

two, during which you’ll see that a card
gets to each person celebrating a birthday
or anniversary that month. You can even
drop them off at
the church office to be
stamped and
mailed. It doesn’t take much
time, and the
cards mean so
much to folks.
Talk to Sara
Harding today
about volunteering. You’ll be glad you did!

Readings
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theological reflection together. And the
end goal of the four-year program is for
each of us to find our particular ministry in
God’s world.
Are you interested in being
part of the EfM group
when we begin again in
the fall? Talk to Jenny+ or
to any of the current EfM
students; we’d love to tell you all about the
program.
Registrations
for new and returning students
are due
Sunday, May 18;
all the forms are available on our web site
under the “Parish Life” tab or from Jenny+.
New students will begin with Year One of
the program, which studies the Old Testament. Continuing students will move into
Year Two, the New Testament. We’d love
for you to be part of the group!

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

May 4
3rd Easter

Acts 2:14a,
36-41

Psalm 116:1-3,
10-17

1 Peter 1:17-23

Luke 24:13-35

Sunday, July 20 - Thursday, July 24
6:00-8:00 pm

May 11
4th Easter

Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

May 18
5th Easter

Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5,
15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

May 25
6th Easter

Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:7-18

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

What would
happen if you
could sit
down with
Moses, listen
to his stories,
marvel at his unwavering faith, ask him
your questions, and learn to trust in God
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Vacation Bible School
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the way he did when he led the Israelites
out of Egypt? We’re going to find out! At
Wilderness Escape kids and adults get to
meet Moses and learn about his faithstretching adventures in the desert. With
all the hardships he faced, Moses might
have wanted to give up. But even though
he was surrounded by naysayers, Moses
trusted God. As we hear Moses stand up
for his faith in God, we’ll discover how we
can trust God in our everyday lives.
Want to be part of the fun? There are lots
of ways to get involved. Sign up on the
bulletin board in the hallway to help!
Decorating
We’ll transform Incarnation into the wilderness. Barren mountains and
palm trees will fill the sanctuary, and we’ll set up a tent city
in the parish hall. An easy-tofollow video explains it all! Volunteer to oversee the decorations or to help make our scenery on a work day.
Suppers
We start each night with a meal together,
which makes it possible for families to get
started early. Volunteer to organize the
week’s meals or to provide all or part of
one night’s food.
Fun and Games
A detailed booklet outlines each evening’s
games. Volunteer to lead the tribes
through the fun!
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Outreach
Moses’ Tent
Here the tribes will
meet Moses and Malachi, the Wilderness
Whiner. Each day
they’ll tell about another adventure and
how Moses stayed faithful. Volunteer to
play one of the roles or to help behind the
scenes with props and sound effects.
Israelite CampTents
Each tent will house a shop where the children can learn an Israelite skill and make a
craft or two. Shop leaders each prepare one or
two simple crafts - you’ll
be given complete instructions and all the supplies you need. Each
shop will be open 2 or 3
nights of VBS. The
shops are:
Baker - make real rolls and bake them
while explaining what it was like cooking
in the desert
Butter Churner - use a Bitty Butter Bottle
to shake cream into real edible butter which you can spread on your freshbaked roll

Musician - thread laces and bells onto a
tambourine to use in worshipping God
Rope Maker - working together, twist
yarn into sturdy rope, perfect for hauling
your belongings through the desert

The votes are in, and your overwhelming
favorite projects were (drum roll please)…
the Community Garden followed very
closely by an expanded Food Pantry.

Sand Artisan- make medallions out of
sand clay, the only material available in
the desert
Sandal Stitcher - decorate a simple pair
of sandals to wear for the Passover meal
as God instructed the people
Weaver - use a simple weaving loom to
turn ribbons and yarn into a work of art,
following the example of Jewish weavers
Tribe Leaders
Participants are divided into
tribes, just like the people of
Israel were. Tribe leaders
accompany them from one
activity to the next, making
sure each tribe gets where
they need to go. Tribe leaders don’t need to prepare
any lessons or crafts, but they need to be
with their group each of the five nights of
VBS.

Altar Flowers
Community Garden Work Day
Sunday, April 27
11:45 am
We’ll kick off the Community Garden project with a work day. We’ll build raised
beds, fill them with good soil, and begin
planting! Sign up on the bulletin board in
the hallway to help work. We also need
volunteers to provide lunch for the workers
- you can sign up for that, too, in the hallway.
By the time our garden is full of wonderful, fresh vegetables,
we hope to have the
food pantry operating
in a way that lets us
distribute fresh produce to our hungry
brothers and sisters.

Camel Herder - make a necklace out of a
camel bell, worn so camels didn’t get lost
in the desert
Camp Cleaner - the Israelites worked
hard to keep their camp clean using a
washboard and tub to scrub clothes and
dishes (this tent will be wet!)
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Worship
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Are you looking for a
way to honor a special
person or occasion? A
way to thank God and
share your blessings
with your church family? Designate the altar
flowers one week in
honor of someone or in
celebration of something. It’s so easy! Just sign up on the
bulletin board in the hallway, picking out
the date you’d like. The flowers cost $35,
and you can put your payment in the offering plate - just put “altar flowers” in the
memo line. That’s all you have to do! The
altar guild will order the flowers, making
sure they’re appropriate to the season of
the church year. They’ll get our vase to
the florist and pick up the flowers. And the
beautiful arrangement will be yours to take
home after the service.
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