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In John’s gospel, Jesus spends a good bit
of time explaining to his disciples that he’s
going to have to leave them but that they’ll
be reunited again one day. “I go to prepare
a place for you,” he says. A place. For you.
It’s a promise of belonging, of importance,
of care and protection, of safety, of security, of acceptance and deep, deep love. A
place. For you.
In this life, our
place is tenuous. Our place
in our family
changes over
time, and today’s dearest
friends may be
a memory tomorrow as they
move, die, or
just drift away.
Our place in the
workplace can
be gone in an
instant, and our
place in the
community will one day be taken by the
next generation. The only place we have
that will never change – not even in death
– is the place Jesus prepares for us. We
only get little glimpses of it in this life, in
moments of family unity, in the prayers of
friends who love us, and, most importantly,
in a church family that won’t let us suffer
alone. A place. For you.
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I’m sure many of you by now are aware of
Bishop Waldo’s latest actions. He has published
his theological rationale
for why he believes the
blessing of same sex unions is not only permissible but scripturally warranted. I encourage you to
go to the Diocesan website, edusc.org, and read
what he’s written. But I
edusc.org
suspect the piece that
most interests you is that
he has decided to allow the blessing of
same sex unions in this diocese in
churches in which the congregation and
the priest believe it’s the right thing to do.
At Incarnation, we’re not in agreement on
this. And that’s OK. Because right now, we
don’t even need to ask the question, because no one’s asking to have their union
blessed here.
Here’s what the process would look like.
First, a member of Incarnation, someone
we know and love, whose same-sex relationship we’ve watched grow and blossom,
would come to me requesting to have that
relationship blessed by the church. Then
we as a parish would go through a severalmonth guided process of figuring out if we,
as a congregation, feel blessing a samesex union is the right thing for us to do.
Only if you and I agree on this would we
proceed and ask the bishop’s permission.
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The bishop would have to be satisfied that
we really do agree before he would give
permission. At that point, the couple and I
would begin a series of counseling sessions to be certain that this particular relationship bears the marks of those the
church blesses.
But we’re nowhere near even asking the
question at Incarnation. Which brings me
back to John’s gospel. A place. For you.
Incarnation has always been a place for all
– republican and democrat, Clemson and
Carolina, young and old, rich and poor,
black and white, gay and straight. And
we’ve been a place for all those different
people because we don’t focus on our differences. We focus on Jesus. His love for
each of us. The place we all have in him.
Please, please, don’t let the bishop’s decision change that for us. We just have to
keep on being a place for all of us, the
place where we get the first glimpse of the
place Jesus is preparing for us.
Three folks came to
the office recently looking for food. They said
that the word on the
street was that “that
church over by the library would help you
even when nobody
else would.” A place.
For you.

are hungry
and desperate and
scared find
compassion
and dignity
and love.
We’re on the
verge of being
the glimpse our hungry neighbors see of
the place Jesus is preparing for them. I
beg you, don’t let the bishop’s decision
steal our focus and divide us. Our
neighbors need us. And we need each
other. We’re a family here. We may not
always agree, but we don’t let our differences splinter the family. Because, for
now, we’re the closest thing to Christ’s
promise of a place prepared for us, his
promise of belonging, of importance, of
care and protection, of safety, of security,
of acceptance and deep, deep love. A
place. For you. All of you. Here.
God’s Peace,
Jenny
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Monday

Ascension 2

Tuesday Wednesday
3

4

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
11:45 Vestry
Meeting
8

Pentecost 9

5

10

11

Friday
6

Saturday
7

Rector’s
Sabbath

9:30
DOK

6:30 EfM

7:00 Choir

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Outdoor HE
11:45 Covered
Dish picnic
15 Trinity Sunday 16

Thursday

6:00 HE/
Healing
12

13

14

6:00
Evening
Prayer
…….. Jenny on vacation ……..
17

18

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II

19

6:00
Evening
Prayer

20

21

Rector’s
Sabbath

7:00 Choir
…….. Jenny on vacation ……..
22 2nd Pentecost 23
Proper 7
4th for food

24

25

26

6:00 HE/
Healing

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II

27

28

Rector’s
Sabbath

Jenny on vacation
29 3rd Pentecost 30
Proper 8

We’re on the verge of making a huge difference in our community. We’re on the
verge of being the place where those who
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Sunday

8:30 HE I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 HE II
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1

2

3
6:00 HE/
Healing

4

5

Rector’s
Sabbath

7:00 Choir
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Ben Torres
Catherine Long
Counters

Bob Friedman
Arnold Tucker

John Gelok
Ann Torres
David Taylor
Cynthia Glidden
David Taylor
Scott Glidden

Cindy Love
Sudie Gelok
Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamridk
Coffee Hour

None

None

Luke Harding
David Taylor
Luke Harding
Lori Thompson
Kids’ Chapel

Ree Batten

Julie Taylor
Sara Harding
Marty Marett
Lois Beam
Nursery

Lois s Beam

Love Family
Beam Family
Greeters

Taylor Family
Pirkey Family
Brown Family

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter
Altar Guild

Sudie Gelok
Cindy Love
Lois Beam
Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick
May Ella Blanton
Charlotte Hartman
Pam Bradburn
Hope Greene

Cynthia Glidden
Eucharistic
Minister

Jackie Hoffman
LaDonna White
Carla Winter

Leslie Brown

Leslie Brown
Intercessor

Betty Tucker
Frank Barnwell
Renée McFalls

Renée McFalls
NT Lector

Scott Glidden
John Gelok
Scott Glidden

Pam Bradburn

Michael Darnell
David Taylor
Cynthia Glidden

Catherine Long

John Gelok
Lori Thompson
Scott Glidden
OT Lector

Ann Torres

Martha Stacy

Leslie Brown
Arnold Tucker
Michael Darnell
Acolyte

Tim Beaty

Ellis Greene

June 29
10:30
June 22
10:30
June 15
10:30
June 8
10:30
June 1
10:30
Date

June Servers’ Schedule
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Hospitality
No Breakfast

Pentecost Picnic

June, July, and August

Sunday, June 8 at 11:45

We’ll give the
fellas a break
this summer and
do without
breakfast on the
first Sundays of
June, July, and
August. With
folks in and out
of town, it can be
difficult for the men who are here to get the
meal prepared by themselves. And, of
course, there isn’t a consistent crowd of
diners during the summer, either. But we’ll
celebrate the new school year with a fantastic breakfast on the first Sunday of September.

We’ll celebrate the birthday
of the Church with picnicstyled worship and then a
picnic lunch! The men will
grill chicken for everyone.
Just bring a side dish or desert to share and lawn
chairs or a blanket to spread
under the trees.

Worship
Pentecost Services
Sunday, June 8
On Pentecost we remember the coming of the Holy
Spirit and the birth of the
Christian Church. We’ll
celebrate at two services
that day. At 8:30, we’ll
have our regular, quiet

The Incarnation Word

Rite I service in the church. Then at 10:30
we’ll worship “picnic-style” under the trees
in Trinity Garden. Bring lawn chairs or
blankets to sit on and dress to be outdoors.
The service will be casual and interactive,
a perfect time to bring friends to meet your
Incarnation family. And plan to stay afterwards for a covered dish picnic. The men
will grill chicken - just bring a side dish or
desert to share.
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Evangelism / Outreach
Community Garden
Thanks to everyone
who helped us put
together the raised
beds in the playground area - they
look great! We filled
them with some beautiful top soil (thanks,
Lori Thompson!) and fertilized them with
bunny droppings (thanks, April Mabry?).
Sara Harding’s super design even includes
a dirt area just for little hands to play in.
Our soaker hoses are hooked up to a timer
(thanks, Scott Glidden) so everything is
getting plenty of water. The green beans
have shot up, and we also have peas, radishes, cucumbers, basil, and carrots
sprouting up. The tomato plants (thanks,
Jack Neff!) already have some tiny tomatoes on them!!
Our goal is to have the expanded Food
Pantry ready by the time we start to harvest. That way we’ll be able to get all this
wonderful, fresh produce into the hands of
hungry people.

Food Pantry
The E-Reach Committee is working hard
to flesh out our plans
for expanding the
Food Pantry. The
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Prayer List
goals are to get healthy, fresh food into the
hands of our hungry neighbors and to do
so in a way that treats them with as much
respect as possible. We want the Food
Pantry experience to be more like going to
a grocery store than like asking for a handout. We will be open probably once a
month to begin with, on a Saturday. Each
person requesting food would be given an
appointment time so they don’t have to
stand in endless lines. When they arrive at
their set time, volunteers will take down
their information for our data base and find
out how many people they’ll be feeding. A
volunteer will then take them through the
shelves, letting them
know how many
items of each type
they may select
based on their family
size. A family might
be able to get, say, a
loaf of bread, a box
of pasta, and three cans of vegetables.
But they’ll be able to pick which vegetables
they prefer. That way they get fed but also
retain their sense of dignity and maybe get
a little hope and strength from that.
Right now the E-Reach Committee is working on finding additional sources of food
donations. We’re contacting other
churches as well as restaurants and grocery stores. If you have any suggestions
or would be willing to talk to someone, let
Scott Glidden know. And keep this effort in
your prayers. Incarnation is about to do
great things!!
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The Sick
Catherine Long
Those on the DOK prayer list
The Homebound and
Those with Long-Term Needs:
Mike Bradburn
Bill Bradley
Ronnie Brown
Renee Carnes
Miller David
Peggy Fort
Isaac Gelok
Bill Glidden
Barbara Gupton
Frances Higgins
Frances Humphries
Nancy Jude
Jim Kennedy
Marsha Long
Bobby Parris
Stephanie Parris
J. L. Peake
Marcia Peake
Bruce Risher
Suzanne Searson
Keith Smith
Jim Spigner
Martha Stacy
Mary Threadgill
Bruce Tyson
Betty Griffin Weaver
Those Serving Overseas in the Military
Matthew Hall
The Deceased
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Birthdays
Hendrix Thomas
Steve Boggs
Miriam Harding
Freyah Batten
Janet Friedman
Ray Walker
Danny Marett
Mike Bradburn
Carolyn Smith
Paula Boggs
Chad Mabry
Steven Lewis
Sara Harding
Carla Winter
Jim Spigner

June 1
June 4
June 9
June 9
June 15
June 15
June 16
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 21
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28

Anniversaries
Luke & Sara Harding
Bob & Janet Friedman
John & Kim Guthrie
Bobby & Cindy Love
Terry Hendrix & Jennifer Gray
Mike & Pam Bradburn

June 2
June 6
June 8
June 10
June 13
June 16

9

Readings
First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

June 1
Ascension

Acts 1:
1-11

Psalm 93

Ephesians 1:
15-23

Luke 24:
44-53

June 8
Day of Pentecost

Acts 2:
1-21

Psalm 104:
25-35, 37

1 Corinthians 12:
3b-13

John 20:
19-23

June 15
Trinity Sunday

Genesis
1:1-2:4a

Canticle 13

2 Corinthians 13:
11-13

Matthew 28:
16-20

June 22
Proper 7

Jeremiah 20:
7-13

Psalm 69:
8-20

Romans 6: 1
b-11

Matthew 10:
24-39

June 29
Proper 8

Jeremiah 28:
5-9

Psalm 89:
1-4, 15-18

Romans 6:
12-23

Matthew 10:
40-42
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Name of a family you’d like to be in a group with: _________________________________

51
6

Are you members of a church? ____ If so, which one? _____________________________

Sunday, May 25
Wednesday, May 28

__________________________________________________________________________

44
5

Allergies or other medical conditions: ____________________________________________

Sunday, May 18
Wednesday, May 21

_________________________________________________________________________

64
7

________________________________________________________________________

Sunday, May 11
Wednesday, May 14

Adult(s) who’ll be attending VBS with child:

48
8

Date of birth: _____________ School grade entering this fall: _____

Sunday, May 4
Wednesday, May 7

Child’s Age: _____

53
8

Home Phone: _____________ E-mail: __________________________________________

Sunday, April 27
Wednesday, April 30

John Gelok graduated from
Spartanburg Community
College with an Associate
Degree in Applied Science:
Nursing on May 6. Not only
that, he was valedictorian of
his class and gave a moving
speech in which he thanked
his wife Sudie for encouraging him to pursue the degree and for supporting him
through his schooling. Congratulations to both of you we’re all so proud!

City: ______________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ______________
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Street Address: ____________________________________________

Wednesday, April 23

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________

Milestones
~ VBS 2014 Registration Form ~

Attendance
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Christian Education
Education for Ministry
EfM is a chance to study
the scriptures in depth.
It’s a chance to meet with
a small group of Christians
each week to discuss and
question together. It’s a
chance to take the scriptures and see where they intersect with
your daily life. And it’s a chance to explore
the gifts God’s given you and how you
might use them to serve God. Are you interested in being part of the EfM group
when we begin again in the fall? Talk to
Jenny+ or to any of the current EfM students; we’d love to tell you all about the
program.

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 20 - Thursday, July 24
6:00-8:00 pm
What would happen if you could sit down
with Moses, listen to his stories, marvel at
his unwavering faith, ask him your questions, and learn to trust in God the way he
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did when he led the Israelites out of Egypt?
We’re going to find out! At Wilderness Escape kids and adults get to meet Moses
and learn about his faith-stretching adventures in the desert. With all the hardships
he faced, Moses might have wanted to give
up. But even though he was surrounded
by naysayers, Moses trusted God. As we
hear Moses stand up for his faith in God,
we’ll discover how we can trust God in our
everyday lives.

Decorating
We’ll transform Incarnation into the wilderness. Barren mountains and palm trees
will fill the sanctuary, and we’ll set up a
tent city in the parish hall. An easy-tofollow video explains it all! We’re still looking for folks to volunteer to oversee the
decorations or to help make our scenery
on a work day.

Want to be part of the fun? There are lots
of ways to get involved. Sign up on the
bulletin board in the hallway to help!
Supplies
Watch the walls in the
hallway for a herd of
camels. Each camel carries the name of an item
we need either loaned or
donated for this year’s
fun. Please take as
many camels as you can,
collect the items listed on them, and return
them to the church by Sunday, July 6.
Registration Forms
We need your help getting
the word out about Vacation Bible School so we can
reach as many families as
possible. You’ll find registration forms on page 5 of
this newsletter and on the
hall bulletin board at church. Give them to
everyone you know! Forms are due by
Sunday, July 6.
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Suppers
Hope Greene will be organizing the week’s
meals and needs at least one more volunteer to provide all or part of one night’s
food. It’s a great way to participate in VBS
without doing anything artsy-craftsy!

Moses’ Tent
Here the tribes will meet
Moses and Malachi, the
Wilderness Whiner.
Each day they’ll tell
about another adventure
and how Moses stayed
faithful. We need one
more volunteer to play one of the roles or
to help behind the scenes with props and
sound effects.
Israelite Camp Tents
Each tent will house a shop where the children can learn an Israelite skill and make a
craft or two. Shop leaders each prepare
one or two simple crafts - you’ll be given
complete instructions and all the supplies
you need. Each shop will be open 2 or 3
nights of VBS. The shops still seeking
leaders are:
Camel Herder - make a necklace out of a
camel bell, worn so camels didn’t get lost
in the desert
Camp Cleaner - the Israelites worked
hard to keep their camp clean using a
washboard and tub to scrub clothes and
dishes (this tent will be wet!)
Musician - thread laces and bells onto a
tambourine to use in worshipping God

Fun and Games
We still need someone to lead the kids
through some fabulous desert-themed
games. A detailed booklet outlines each
evening’s games.
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Rope Maker - working together, twist
yarn into sturdy rope, perfect for hauling
your belongings through the desert
Sand Artisan- make medallions out of
sand clay, the only material available in
the desert
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