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"We reject the idolatrous notion that we
can ensure the safety
of some by sacrificing
the hopes of others.”
On Good Friday the ruling political forces
of the day tortured and executed an innocent man. They sacrificed the weak and
the blameless to protect their own status
and power. On the third day Jesus was
raised from the dead, revealing not only
their injustice but also unmasking the lie
that might makes right.
In a country still living under the shadow of
the lynching tree, we are troubled by the
violent forces being released by this season’s political rhetoric. Americans are turning against their neighbors, particularly
those on the margins of society. They seek
to secure their own safety and security at
the expense of others. There is legitimate
reason to fear where this rhetoric and the
actions arising from it might take us.
In this moment, we resemble God’s children wandering in the wilderness. We, like
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they, are struggling to find our way. They
turned from following God and worshiped a
golden calf constructed from their own
wealth. The current rhetoric is leading us to
construct a modern false idol out of power
and privilege. We reject the idolatrous notion that we can ensure the safety of some
by sacrificing the hopes of others. No matter where we fall on the political spectrum,
we must respect the dignity of every human being and we must seek the common
good above all else.
We call for prayer for our country that a
spirit of reconciliation will prevail and we
will not betray our true selves.
Prayer for the Human
Family:
O God, you made us in
your own image and redeemed us through Jesus
your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take
away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and
work through our struggle and confusion to
accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in
your good time, all nations and races may
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 815)
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Christian Education
Godly Play
Sundays at 9:30
Our little ones will experience stories of the
life and teachings of Jesus this month.
April 10—Jesus and the Twelve
Each apostle will come to life as the children compare the twelve’s faces in DaVinci’s Last Supper with the symbols that
have come to represent them.
April 17—The Parable of the Good Shepherd
The children will wonder who that little lost
sheep might be that the shepherd found
and brought home on his shoulders.
April 24—Ascension
The children will explore Jesus’ Ascension
into heaven and wonder about the ways
he’s still right here with us.

Rite 13
Sundays at 9:30
All around us are images of God that, consciously or unconsciously, shape our understandings of God. The Rite-13ers will
continue to bring some of those images to
light so they can determine which ones are
helpful and which aren’t as they hone their
own pictures of who God is in their lives.
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April 2016
Easter Adult Sunday School
Praying in Color
Sundays at 9:30
Beginning April 10
Do you struggle with prayer? Find it hard
to make time? Find that your mind wanders as soon as you begin? Wonder how
to put into words what you want to say to
God or ask of God? Then this is the class
for you!
We’ll draw heavily on
Sybil Macbeth’s book
Praying in Color: Drawing a New Path to
God, which introduces
a way of praying with
colored pens. It isn’t
about making art; it’s
about keeping your hands busy so your
mind can focus on God. And it’s about
using colors and shapes to express what
words can’t.
Each week we’ll practice a new way to use
this approach to
prayer: intercessions
for those who need
God’s help, prayers of
gratitude, praying a
scripture passage, or
praying through a season of the church
year. You don’t need any skill or training in
art, just a heart that longs to draw closer to
God in prayer. So plan to join us as we
enrich and broaden our prayer lives!

Sunday
27

Mon.

EASTER DAY! 28

Tues.
29

Weds.
30

10:00 Holy Eucharist II, 5:30
Covered-Dish Brunch,
Sewand Easter Egg Hunt
cialize

7:00 Choir

Thurs.
31

Friday
1

Saturday
2

5:30 Sewcialize

……….Jenny on vacation……….
3

2nd Easter 4

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Worship Committee Meeting
10

5

6

7

Rector’s
Sabbath
5:30
Sewcialize

3rd Easter 11

7:00 Choir
12

13

17

4th Easter 18

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

24

5:30
Sewcialize

5:30
Sewcialize

5th Easter 25

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

5:30
Sewcialize

6:309:00
EfM
19

6:309:00
EfM
26
6:309:00
EfM

7:00 Choir
20

7:00 Choir
27

7:00 Choir

9
9:30 DOK

5:30 Sewcialize
14
3:00
Bread
from
Heaven
Set-Up

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Vestry Meeting
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15
Rector’s
Sabbath

16
BREAD
FROM
HEAVEN
8:30-noon

5:30 Sewcialize
21

22

23

29

30

5:30 Sewcialize
28

5:30 Sewcialize
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April Servers
Date

Evangelism

April 3
10:30

April 10
10:30

April 17
10:30

April 24
10:30

Miriam Harding

Lacey Nathan

Ellis Greene

Arnold Tucker

OT Lector

Luke Harding

Jon Nathan

Hope Greene

Bobbi Albert

NT Lector

Danny Stacy

John Gelok

Scott Glidden

Michael Darnell

Intercessor

Martha Stacy

Ellie Bird

Cynthia Glidden

Kim Guthrie

Eucharistic
Minister

Michael Darnell

Robin Childers

Renée McFalls

Sudie Gelok

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

Charlotte Hartman
Marty Marett
Hope Greene

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Cathy Roberts

Crucifer

Greeters

Stacy Family

Pirkey Family

Self Family

Winter Family

Nursery

Carla Winter

Marty Marett

Jennie Hamrick

Cathy Roberts

Sarah Harding
Luke Harding

Hannah Green
Julie Taylor

Carla Winter
Jackie Hoffman

David Taylor
Julie Taylor

None

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Marty Marett
Hope Greene

Lori Thompson
Julie Taylor

Breakfast

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok

Bob Friedman
Cynthia Glidden

Scott Glidden
Ed Hoffman

David Taylor
Arnold Tucker

David Taylor
Jon Nathan

Children’s
Chapel
Godly
Play
Coffee Hour
Counters
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Vacation Bible School
July 31-August 4
6:00-8:00 nightly
This year we’ll travel
to Egypt for Joseph’s
journey from prison
to palace. Join Joseph as he swats
away scorpions in a
dark prison cell... stroll through the golden
splendor of Pharaoh's palace… experience
exotic sights and smells
in an Egyptian bazaar…
be carried away by music
wafting through enticing
desert air. What a week
of fun—and lasting Bible
learning!

Lawn Cross
This Lent we erected a huge cross on our
front lawn, and it has walked with us
through the colors of Lent. It serves as a
reminder to all who walk or drive past that
we are a vibrant worshipping community.
And it will stand through Easter as a sign
of our joy and resurrection hope.

The whole family can experience Egypt together.
We’ll begin with supper at
6:00 and then make our
way through all the night’s activities.
Want to be part
of the fun?
Watch the bulletin board in the
hallway for all the
different ways
you can help out,
from helping with
the meal to running a shop in the marketplace, being in
the nightly skits, or helping with decorations. It takes all of us together to make
this an unforgettable week for the kids!
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If you have ideas about how to invite others into this wonderful church family, talk to
John Guthrie.
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Deacon’s Corner

Kairos # 27
Leath Correctional Institution
Many of you have
heard me talk about
my Kairos Prison
Ministry. Again this
spring I am on a Kairos team that will be
at Leath Correctional
Women’s Prison April
20-24. We will have
30 inmates involved
in the weekend.
What though Is Kairos and what do the
teams do? Kairos sprang from the Cursillo
movement and is supported by volunteers
from Cursillo and other movements such
as Methodist Walk to Emmaus. Like Cursillo, Kairos starts with outside teams going
through 3 months (one day a month) training sessions. Candidates are picked by the
prison Chaplain and on the fourth month
the weekend is held.
The weekend starts on Wednesday night
when the team gathers. Thursday evening,
Friday and Saturday all day and Sunday
until late afternoon the team and inmates
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Prayer List
are together listening to talks, spending
time talking and praying together. Meals
are shared Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
All of this follows a very detailed plan laid
out for the weekend by Kairos and used all
over the world. The end result hopefully is
that the inmates will gather regularly with
other inmates in what are called Prayer &
Share groups to continue their walk with
Christ.
This is a large undertaking with the inside
team supported by a kitchen team that prepares the meals to be brought into the
prison. Team members who man the
“cookie room” where the thousands of
cookies needed for the weekend are sorted
and packaged. Cookies are a real treat for
the inmates. Each evening the participants
are given a bag of
cookies to take back to
their rooms and bags
of cookies are distributed to all inmates at
the prison. As of today
there are 562 inmates
at Leath with the ability to house 900+ inmates. We try and send 10-12 cookies per
bag per night. That is
a lot of cookies. (If
you are interested to
learn more about
Leath go to the Leath
correctional website.)
The bottom line for me is that I have seen
God work in amazing ways with women
who have made horrific choices in their
lives. Jesus tells me/us to visit the prisons,
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The Sick:
Tommy Whelchel
Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Isaac Gelok
Linda Gosnell
Melissa Gray
Stan Hall
Billy Hatcher
Ginger Horton
The Josey Family
Tracy Keefer
Catherine Long
Alton McCraw
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Mary Threadgill
Angharad Torres
Those who have Died:
Police Officer Allen Jacobs
Deondea Mackey
Priscilla Throop
The victims of the terror attack in
Brussels
The Brussels terrorists
To place a name on the prayer list, contact Ann Batchler in the church office at
864-489-6183. Names will remain on the
list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.
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Birthdays
Alexis Turner
John Gelok
Renée McFalls
Martha Stacy
Hal Tyson
Aubrey Lewis
Lori Thompson
Ellen Cubberley
Mike Johnson
Charlotte Hartman
Reuben Harding

Apr 1
Apr 3
Apr 12
Apr 16
Apr 17
Apr 17
Apr 19
Apr 24
Apr 24
Apr 27
Apr 27

Anniversaries
Ben & Ann Torres
Jamie & Hope Greene

Apr 25
Apr 29

Attendance
Wednesday, March 2
Sunday, March 6

22
52

Wednesday, March 9
Sunday, March 13

17
53

Wednesday, March 16
Bread from Heaven, March 19,
Palm Sunday, March 20

21
62
60

Maundy Thursday, March 24
Good Friday, March 25
Easter Sunday, March 27

20
54
94
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Hospitality

Outreach

Worship

Breakfast

Bread from Heaven

Sunday, April 3, at 9:30

Set-Up Thursday, April 14 at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, April 16 at 8:30

Men, it will be all
hands on deck this
month as we do our
best to prepare
breakfast without our
fearless leader. Please come at 8:00—we
really need your help! And everyone else,
come hungry at 9:30.

Sew-cialize
Mondays & Thursdays,
5:30-8:30pm
Bring your sewing, quilting, knitting, or needlework and spend some time creating together.

We continue to be open to serve our brothers and sisters, and God keeps providing
the food we need. As you’re shopping this
month, consider being part of how God
provides. This month we especially need
pasta, canned vegetables, toilet paper, and
laundry detergent.
We need your help on Saturday, too. In
order to spend time with each shopper, we
need at least 15 volunteers each month. I promise you’ll receive so much
more than you give—our
shoppers are shining examples of faith and trust.
Come serve them!

as this is ministering to the “least of these”.
I am asking you to help with this undertaking if you are so led. I will have a bulletin
board display with all kinds of information.
There will be an opportunity to put your
name on a prayer list. This information is
put on posters and each day the ladies see
who all who are praying for them and this
is so powerful. You can bake cookies and I
will have information about that. You can
write letters of encouragement another
powerful gift. And lastly you can make
monetary donations in the form of “buying”
meals for the inmates or just a contribution.
It costs $125.00 per participant- outside
team and residents for each weekend.

Readings
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Easter Lilies
given in memory of…
Susan Tayntor Bird by Don & Ellie Bird
Violet and Stuart Bird by Don & Ellie Bird
My Grandmothers by Robin Childers
Lily Glidden by Ann Torres
Gwen Hart & Olga Simon
by Eddy & Dawn Bridges
Furman & Matilda Horne
by Dever & Carolyn Smith
Gene Horne by Dever and Carolyn Smith
June Proffitt Jones
by Danny & Martha Stacy
Mike Parker by Jennie Hamrick
Dever & Elizabeth Smith
by Dever & Carolyn Smith
Doris Bridges Stacy
by Danny & Martha Stacy
Verline & Allen Stewart by Jennie Hamrick
Priscilla Throop by Scott & Cynthia Glidden
Elizabeth Tucker by Arnold Tucker
Bill Winter by Carla Winter
in honor of…

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

April 3
2nd Easter

Acts
5:27-32

Psalm
150

Revelation
1:4-8

John
20:19-31

April 10
3rd Easter

Acts
9:1-6, (7-20)

Psalm
30

Revelation
5:11-14

John
21:1-19

April 17
4th Easter

Acts
9:36-43

Psalm
23

Revelation
7:9-17

John
10:22-30

Kairos has changed my life and I have
seen how it has changed the lives of the
women at Leath. If you feel God is calling
you to help with the upcoming weekend or
maybe as a volunteer later on please take
the information from the bulletin board or
talk to me. Kairos is hard to explain in a
short space so please talk to me if I can be
a better ambassador for this amazing ministry.

April 24
5th Easter

Acts
11:1-18

Psalm
148

Revelation
21:1-6

John
13:31-35

Love & Blessings,
Pat
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Our Daughters Dana & Susan
by Eddy & Dawn Bridges
Bella on her tenth birthday by Pat Gotautas
in thanksgiving for…
My Many Blessings by Ree Batten
Our Church Family
by Miles & Jenny Gettys
Our Church Family
by Ed & Jackie Hoffman
My Many Blessings by Jenny Reed
My Church Family by Carla Winter
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Easter Message
Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry’s
Easter Message
I actually love fairy tales
and I used to enjoy
reading them to our children when they were
young and little. Now to
be sure those were the more sanitized fairy
tales but there was something good about
them, a way of confronting what was tough
in life with genuine hope. But they were
fairy tales.
This week called Holy Week, the
remembrance of Jesus entering
Jerusalem and offering His life in
the ultimate act of sacrificial
love. Good Friday, the experience of betrayal, the experience
of friends abandoning you, the
experience of injustice and
wrong, criminal self-centered
conspiracies. And then beyond
that Holy Week, the resurrection
from the dead. This is not a fairy
tale.
The truth is even as we speak this Holy
Week, we do so not only in the shadow of
the cross but we do so in the shadow of
those who have been killed in Brussels, of
those who have been wounded and
maimed, of those who weep and
mourn. And of a world mourning, and not
too sure how to move forward. And this
world does not need another fairy tale. This
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week’s story of crucifixion and resurrection
is not a fairy tale.
Some years ago in the last century George
McLeod, the founder of the Iona Community, had fought in the First World War, a
war that he came to realize was fought for
no good reason. He eventually became
ordained, and founded the Iona Community, and at one point he said this about this
faith that we hold as followers of Jesus:
I simply argue that the cross be raised
again at the centre of the marketplace as
well as on the steeple of the church. I am
recovering the claim that Jesus
was not crucified in a cathedral
between two candles, but on a
cross between two thieves, on
the town garbage dump, at a
crossroads so cosmopolitan
that they had to write his title in
Hebrew, Latin and Greek. It
was the kind of place where
cynics talk smut, thieves curse,
soldiers gamble. That’s where
he died. And that’s where we
as Christians ought to be and
what we as Christians ought to
be about.
This week called Holy, the season called
Easter, the remembrance of death and the
realization of resurrection, this is not a fairy
tale, but the revelation of ultimate reality. Now the truth is it’s easy to dismiss or
discount whether by conscious conviction
or by unconscious resignation to dismiss
this as naïve, nice, but naïve. It’s easy to
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dismiss it whether consciously or unconsciously as a great hope, a wonderful
ideal, but not realistic in a world like
this. Maybe, parts of us I suspect wonder,
maybe the strong do survive, maybe might
does make right, maybe you better look
out for number one. I suspect we all share
those feelings once in a while.
But, I have to ask myself a question. It’s
not my question, it’s Dr. Phil’s, “How’s that
workin’ out for ya?” How’s that workin’ out
for the world? The truth is, the way the
world very often operates is not working
out. It’s not sustainable. It’s not the way to
life. Jesus has shown us the way. He has
shown us that unselfish, sacrificial love,
love of God, and love of the other, is the
way to life. That, my friends, is the ultimate reality. And that’s not a fairy tale.

Jesus has shown
us the way. He
has shown us
that unselfish,
sacrificial love,
love of God, and
love of the other,
is the way to life.

what we call the Way of the Cross. And
that Way is the way of life and hope. And
when He died, His closest followers feared
that maybe the strong do survive. Maybe
might does make right. And maybe we
better look out for number one. ‘Cause
maybe the world has won.

But three days later, something happened. Unexpected. Undreamed of. Unheralded. Three days later their world
turned upside-down which is right-side
up. God raised Him from the dead. And
you could almost hear God thundering
forth in that resurrection. Love, in the end,
love wins! Love is the way! Trust
me! Follow me! Believe in me! This resurrection is real! This is not a fairy tale!
So go forth into this world. Don’t be
afraid. And don’t be ashamed to be people
of love. And go forth into this world and
help us to change it from the nightmare it
often is into the dream that God intends.
A blessed Holy Week, a blessed Easter,
and go forth into the world. Amen.

When Jesus was executed, He was tried
and convicted of crimes He never committed. He willingly gave His life. Not for
Himself, but for others. And in so doing,
He showed us what love looks like. That’s
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The Most Rev. Michael Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church
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