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I really believe
that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ matters, and that its
presentation by
the Episcopal
Church matters,
profoundly and
critically, in these
times in which
we’re living. Let me show you what I mean.
This Jesus Movement isn’t a 21st-Century
invention or a Michael Curry rhetorical concoction. We’re really talking about going
forward as a church by going back to our
deepest roots as disciples of Jesus Christ.
And in the process we will find our true
strength, vitality, and integrity for faithful,
authentic and effective witness to the Way
of Jesus in our time.
New Testament scholars refer to the Christian movement in its beginnings as “The
Jesus Movement.” Rodney Stark, who is a
sociologist of religion, has written a book
with the suggestive title, The Triumph of
Christianity: How the Jesus Movement Became the World’s Largest Religion. It’s a
description of the evolution of the Jesus
Movement into the Church and Christendom. So when we use the phrase The Je-
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sus Movement, we’re actually pointing
back to the earliest days of Jesus’ teaching
and his followers’ following in his way and
footsteps in the power of the spirit. And in
our context this image reflects a call to return to our deepest and most authentic
roots as the Jesus Movement in the 21st
century.
That’s what we’re really talking about.
We’re really talking about reclaiming the
heritage of the Acts of the Apostles. The
heritage of the movement of people who
were profoundly convicted by this Jesus of
Nazareth because this dude really did
have something to say and really did help
folks get closer to God and each other.
The first followers of the way of Jesus
really believed, often in spite of themselves, that this Jesus of Nazareth really
mattered.
The first council of the Church, the Council
of Jerusalem (Acts of the Apostles 15)
made a decision that Gentiles could and
should be included in the Way of Jesus If
they were willing to follow the Way of Jesus in his Spirit, then other things and requirements that were laid on folk were not
necessarily essential. I haven’t had my
DNA tested, but I don’t think I’m Jewish. I
think I descend from Gentile stock. Again, I
could be in for a surprise, but I doubt it.
That means I’m standing here today because of that decision to include people
like Michael Curry. That Jesus was bigger
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than any of our religious or tribal conditions
and affiliations and that the Way of Jesus
creates room and space for all who truly
seek.
I say all of that because I really do think
that for us as The Episcopal Church that
the Way of Jesus of Nazareth really is who
we are, it’s who our baptism calls us to be
anyway. The final vow of holy Baptism is
the promise to follow and obey Jesus as
Lord. The core of the baptismal covenant
is pointing both to our belief in the Triune
God and how we live out our relationship
with God by following the way of Jesus in
our lives. That’s the core. We are followers of Jesus of Nazareth, people who seek
to love and serve in His spirit and in His
way. That’s not rhetorical flourish. That, I
think is Christian witness, and that Christian witness is particularly needed in our
time.
We are really living, at least in our political
season but I think it’s reflective of where
we are as a culture, in the midst of some
real and deep polarizations. We’re in an
atmosphere where bigotry, rank bigotry, is
often enshrined in laws. This is Jim Crow
stuff again, and it’s articulated in the public
sphere as if it is legitimate discourse.
That’s a problem. And I’m not making a
Republican or Democratic statement. This
has nothing to do with partisanship
now. This has to do with citizenship.
And so we need a witness that is a Christian counter-narrative because very often
Christianity is seen as being complicit in
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that voice. We need a witness to a way of
being Christian – see, this is where evangelism does matter by this Church, and
racial reconciliation does matter by this
Church – a witness by a church like The
Episcopal Church to a way of being Christian that is not complicit in the culture, but
committed to following Jesus, and looking
like Jesus of Nazareth, loving and caring,
and serving in the way that we see Jesus
We need a witness to a way of
being Christian... that is not
complicit in the culture, but
committed to following Jesus
and looking like Jesus… loving,
and caring, and serving.
doing it in the New Testament. That is a
counter-narrative to a narrative of narrowness, of bigotry and polarization. I believe
that this Church and the people in this
Church can bear that witness. Episcopalians who are Republicans and Episcopalians who are Democrats. The via media. The sensible center. That’s who we
are. And so, the Jesus Movement embodied in The Episcopal Church and in Episcopalians in our time has profound cultural
significance and may well have global significance as well.
That is the commitment our General Convention made last year when we said, or
when the Spirit said through us, that the
work of evangelism and racial reconciliation is the central work we are called to do
in this mission moment in which we live.
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Sunday
26

Mon.

6th Pentecost 27

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Tues.
28

Weds.
29

5:30 Sewcialize

Thurs.
30

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9
10:00 DOK

5:30 Sewcialize

…………...Jenny on vacation…………...
3

7th Pentecost 4

5

6

7

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
5:30 Sewcialize

……...Jenny on vacation………
10

8th Pentecost 11

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

17

24

31

19

20

26

27

15

16
BREAD
Rector’s
FROM
Sabbath HEAVEN
8:30-noon

Peach Festival Booth
22

23

28

29

30

Rector’s
Sabbath
5:30 Sewcialize
2

3

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
Vacation Bible School
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21

Shelby
Farmers’
Market
Gleaning

3:00-5:00
Rector’s
VBS
5:30 SewSabbath
Work Day
cialize

5:30 Sewcialize

11th Pentecost 1

14
3:00
Bread
from
Heaven
Set-Up

5:30 Sewcialize

10th Pentecost 25

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 VBS Set-Up

13

5:30 Sewcialize

9th Pentecost 18

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

12

Rector’s
Sabbath

4

5

6

Rector’s
Sabbath
6:00-8:00 pm

11

July 3
10:30

July 10
10:30

July 17
10:30

July 24
10:30

July 31
10:30

Vacation Bible School

Pat G.

Creigh H.

Arnold T.

Peyton H.

Ellis G.

OT Lector

Bobbi A.

David T.

Tonja B.

Don B.

Jon N.

NT Lector

Ellie B.

Scott G.

Kim G.

Luke H.

Hope G.

Intercessor

Jon N.

Cynthia G.

David T.

Jackie H.

Michael D.

Are you ready to
travel to Egypt for
Joseph’s journey
from prison to palace? Because the
journey’s about to
begin! The whole family can experience
Egypt together. We’ll begin with supper at
6:00 and then make
our way through all
the night’s activities.

Date

Crucifer

Eucharistic
Minister

Robin C.

Michael D.

Renee M.

Sudie G.

Cynthia G

Altar Guild

Jackie H.
Carla W.

Dawn B.
Jennie H.

Charlotte H.
Marty M.
Hope G.

Sudie G.
Cathy R.

Jackie H.
Carla W.

Greeters

Carla W.

Glidden
Family

Dearing
Family

Pirkey
Family

Self
Family

Nursery

Carla W.

Jennie H.

Marty M.

Cathy R.

Jennie H.

Children’s
Chapel

Luke H.
Sara H.

David T.
Julie T.

Carla W.
Jackie H.

Jennie H.
Cathy R.

David T.
Julie T.

Fellowship

Dawn B.
Jennie H.

Marty M.

Sudie G.

Julie T.

Scott G.
Arnold T.

David T.
Cynthia G.

Coffee Hour

Counters
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Bob F.
Jon N.

John Gelok
Jon N.

Scott G.
Ed. H.
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July 31-August 4
6:00-8:00 nightly

Want to be part of the
fun? There are still
jobs left - check out
the bulletin board in
the hallway and sign
up. And, of course,
make sure all the kids
you know are registered.
Decorations
We’ll transform Incarnation into Egypt at
the time of Joseph. Palm
trees and obelisks will
turn the sanctuary into
Pharaoh’s palace, and
we’ll set up a marketplace
in the parish hall. Join us
for our work day on
Wednesday, July 20,
from 3:00-5:00. And stay after the 10:30
service on Sunday, July 24 to help set up.
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Suppers
We start each night
with a meal together,
which makes it possible for families to get
started early. Thanks
to Hope Greene, who’s
volunteered to organize the meals, and to
everyone who’s agreed to provide food and
help.
Pyramid Playground
We’re still in need of
someone to lead the
games each night.
You’ll receive a detailed booklet outlining all the games,
and all the supplies
you’ll need will be ready for you each night.
Marketplace Shops
Each tent will house a shop where the children can learn a skill from Joseph’s time
and make a craft or two. We still need a
few shop leaders to prepare one or two
simple crafts - you’ll be given complete instructions and all the supplies you need.
Each shop will be open 2 or 3 nights of
VBS. The shops are:
Barbershop and Salon
Make a beaded Egyptian headband, do cat-eye makeup and
face-painting.
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Brickmaking
This one’s messy! Make
bricks out of mud and straw
like Pharaoh made the Israelites do. Build pyramids out of
sugar cubes and blocks.

VBS. Take a brick or two (or 20!), gather
the supplies listed, attach the brick to the
item, and bring it all back to the church by
Sunday, July 3. We’re collecting the supplies in the Rite-13 classroom.

Embalmer’s Workshop
Decorate a tiny sarcophagus then
practice wrapping a skeleton for burial. Grind herbs into medicine.

Register to Attend

Jewelry Shop
Make a fabulous Egyptian
collar to wear. String
beads to make a necklace
or bracelet and braid gold
cord into a stunning anklet.
Bread from Heaven Shop
Decorate a colorful
cardboard house in
which you’ll collect
money for Bread from Heaven. This shop
is open Sunday night only.
Hieroglyphic Artist’s Shop
Make a necklace with your name in
hieroglyphics and then use hieroglyphic stampers to write a secret
message.
Donate Supplies
There are still a few paper bricks left from
the pyramid on the wall in the hallway.
Each brick contains the name of an item
we need for the crafts and activities of
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The Sick:
Susan Miranda
Billy Randolph
Krishe Smaltz & unborn child
Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list

Make sure you register your child and all
the children you
know to attend
VBS! You can use
the form on the
next page - extra
forms are on the
bulletin board in
the hallway or on
the church web site
(www.Incarnation-Gaffney.org). Can’t wait
to see you there!
Enjoy the Music
This year’s program includes some great
music that your children
will want to sing for years
to come. You may know
“Blessed be the Name of
the Lord,” “Great is thy
Faithfulness,” and “How
Great is our God.” Plus
there are songs written
just for VBS.
Want to start learning the
songs now? Help yourself to a CD from
the table in the narthex and let the fun begin!
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Seth Harding
Jenny Gettys
Donnie Elmore
Bobby Love
Michael Darnell
Cora Torres
Dever Smith

July 2
July 3
July 4
July 6
July 26
July 29
July 30

Sunday, June 5

51

Sunday, June 12

49

Bread from Heaven, June 18

62

Sunday, June 19

46

Sunday, June 26

38

The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Isaac Gelok
Calvin Gilfillan
Linda Gosnell
Melissa Gray
Stan Hall
The Josey Family
Tracy Keefer
Catherine Long
Alton McCraw
Mike Owen
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Mary Threadgill
Angharad Torres
Ray Walker
Those who have Died:

To place a name on the prayer list, contact Ann Batchler in the church office at
864-489-6183. Names will remain on the
list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.
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Luke
10:1-11, 16-20

July 10
Proper 10

Deuteronomy
30:9-14

Psalm
25:1-9

Colossians
1:1-14

Luke
10:25-37

July 17
Proper 11

Genesis
18:1-10a

Psalm
15

Colossians
1:15-28

Luke
10:38-42

July 24
Proper 12

Genesis
18:20-32

Psalm
138

Colossians
2:6-15, (16-19)

Luke
11:1-13

July 31
Proper 13

Ecclesiastes
1:2, 12-14;
2:18-23

Psalm
49:1-11

Colossians
3:1-11

Luke
12:13-21
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Name of a family you’d like to be in a group with: _________________________________

Galations
6:(1-6), 7-16

Are you members of a church? ____ If so, which one? ____________________________

Psalm
66:1-8

Allergies or other medical conditions: ___________________________________________

Isaiah
66:10-14

__________________________________________________________________

July 3
Proper 9

__________________________________________________________________

Gospel

Adult(s) who’ll be attending VBS with child:

Second Reading

Date of birth: ______________ School grade entering this fall: _____

Psalm

Child’s Age: ____

First Reading

Home Phone: _______________ E-mail: ________________________________________

Prospective Daughters are:
Ellie Bird
Ginny Kidd
Jenny Reed
Cathy Roberts
Julie Taylor.

City: _____________________________________ State: ___ Zip: _________________

This month we’ll discuss chapters 5-8 of
the study guide and share prayer con-

Current Daughters are:
Pat Gotautas
Jackie Hoffman
Marty Marrett
Carla Winter.

Street Address: ________________________________________

This amazing group of
women will gather to learn
and pray together as prospective Daughters discern a calling to this particular rule of life and current Daughters re-commit
themselves. Daughters do more than pray
- they also serve Christ by giving of their
time, talent, and treasure for the spread of
the Kingdom of God.

cerns. And parishioners, please share
your prayer requests with Jenny+ or Pat+
or any Daughter. Or fill out a Prayer Request card in the church pew racks.

Child’s Name: __________________________________________

Saturday, July 9 at 10:00

~ VBS 2016 Registration Form ~

Daughters of the King
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Bread from Heaven
Set-Up Thursday, July 14, at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, July 16 at 8:30
This month we’ll have two important ministries happening on
the same day, both
focused on helping
feed our hungry
brothers and sisters.
So we really need
your help! Sign up on the bulletin board in
the hallway to help staff Bread from
Heaven as we distribute loads of fresh,
healthy food. The smiles, hugs, and even
tears make it worth every bit of effort!
As you’re shopping
for yourself this
month, remember the
hungry as well. We
particularly need
pasta, spaghetti
sauce, and breakfast items like cereal,
grits, and oatmeal. And we can always
use chicken.

can glean them and so have food to eat. It
was a way for farmers to give back to God
by giving to the needy.
Many farmers today practice gleaning by
giving away some of their produce. Have
you ever been to the Shelby, NC Farmers’
Market? It’s a wonderful market featuring
local, fresh produce, meats, and eggs.
And they’re incredibly generous. At the
end of each week’s market, farmers donate unsold items to Farmers’ Foodshare
which gives the food
to folks like us who
then get it in the
hands of hungry people. The second Saturday of each month
is our turn to glean,
which is how we’re
able to give away so much fresh, healthy
food.

Peach Festival Booth
Saturday, July 16
10:00 am—6:00 pm

As we get closer to the Peach Festival,
we’ll need your help getting the word out to
the community to bring donations of food
or money to the booth. John Guthrie came
up with the idea of using Facebook to create a buzz. Jenny+ will post teasers on
her page and the church’s page; please
share them on your own pages so we blanket the area with publicity. Wouldn’t it be
great if all our Facebook friends brought
even just one can of food? We could really
fill the shelves of Bread from Heaven!

Once again this year we’ll have a Bread
from Heaven booth in the vendor area of
the Peach Festival. We’ll be spreading the
word about the ministry and also accepting
donations. This year, the Peach Festival
falls on a Bread from Heaven Saturday, so
we really need help staffing both events sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway

If you’d like to experience the Shelby market and pick up our gleanings one month,
let Scott Glidden know. It’s a real experience seeing that much generosity poured
out!

Farmers’ Foodshare Gleaning

Breakfast

Saturday, July 9 at noon

The men of Incarnation
are taking a welldeserved break this
summer, so there will be
no breakfasts on the first
Sunday of the month
until September.

Gleaning means to go through a farmer’s
field after it’s been harvested and gather
up the food that’s left. In both Leviticus
and Deuteronomy, farmers are commanded by God to leave the edges of their
fields unharvested precisely so the poor
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for a shift or two.
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Sew-cialize
Mondays & Thursdays,
5:30-8:30pm
Bring your sewing, quilting, knitting, or needlework and spend some
time creating together.
.
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