August 2016
As the new school year begins, what do
we tell the children as they head out into
the world? Here’s a back-to-school letter
to her child from the blog Momastery by
Glennon Doyle Melton. It’s good advice for
us older folks, too.
Dear Chase,
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Hey, baby.
Tomorrow is a big day.
Third grade - wow.
Chase - when I was in
third grade, there was a
little boy in my class named Adam.
Adam looked a little different and he wore
funny clothes and sometimes he even
smelled a little bit. Adam didn't smile. He
hung his head low and he never looked at
anyone at all. Adam never did his homework. I don’t think his parents reminded
him like yours do. The other kids teased
Adam a lot. Whenever they did, his head
hung lower and lower and lower. I never
teased him, but I never told the other kids
to stop, either.
And I never talked to Adam, not once. I
never invited him to sit next to me at lunch
or to play with me at recess. Instead he
sat and played by himself. He must have
been very lonely.
I still think about Adam every day. I wonder if Adam remembers me? Probably not.
I bet if I’d asked him to play, just once, he’d
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still remember
me.
I think that
God puts people in our lives
as gifts to us.
The children
in your class
this year, they are some of God’s gifts to
you.
So please treat each one like a gift from
God. Every single one.
Baby, if you see a child being left out, or
hurt, or teased, a part of your heart will hurt
a little. Your daddy and I want you to trust
that heart-ache. Your whole life, we want
you to notice and trust your heart-ache.
That heart ache is called compassion, and
it’s God’s signal to you to do something. It
is God saying, Chase! Wake up! One of
my babies is hurting! Do something to
help! Whenever you feel compassion - be
thrilled! It means God is speaking to you,
and that is magic. It means He trusts you
and needs you.
Sometimes the magic of compassion will
make you step into the middle of a bad
situation right away.
Compassion might
lead you to tell a
teaser to stop it and
then ask the teased
kid to play. You
might invite a left-
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out kid to sit
next to you at
lunch. You
might choose
a kid for your
team first who
usually gets
chosen last.
These things will be hard to do, but you
can do hard things.
Sometimes you will feel compassion but
you won’t step in right away. That’s okay,
too. You might choose instead to tell your
teacher and then tell us. We are on your
team - we are on your whole class’s team.
Asking for help for someone who is hurting
is not tattling, it is doing the right thing. If
someone in your class needs help, please
tell me, baby. We will make a plan to help
together.
When God speaks to you by making your
heart hurt for another, by giving you compassion, just do something. Please do not
ignore God whispering to you. I so wish I
had not ignored God when He spoke to me
about Adam. I remember Him trying, I remember feeling compassion, but I chose
fear over compassion. I wish I hadn’t.
Adam could have used a friend and I could
have, too.
Chase - We do not care
if you are the smartest
or fastest or coolest or
funniest. There will be
lots of contests at
school, and we don’t
care if you win a single
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one of them. We don’t care if you get
straight As. We don’t care if the girls think
you’re cute or whether you’re picked first or
last for kickball at recess. We don’t care if
you are your teacher’s favorite or not. We
don’t care if you have the best clothes or
most Pokemon cards or coolest gadgets.
We just don’t care.
We don’t send you to school to become
the best at anything at all. We already love
you as much as we possibly could. You do
not have to earn our love and pride and
you can’t lose it. That’s done.

Sunday
31

11th Pentecost 1

Don’t try to be the best this year, honey.
Just be grateful and kind and brave.
That’s all you ever need to be.
Take care of those classmates of yours,
and your teacher, too. You Belong to Each
Other. You are one lucky boy… with all of
these new gifts to unwrap this year.
I love you so much that my heart might
explode. Enjoy and cherish your gifts.
And thank you for being my favorite gift of
all time.
Love, Mama
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Tues.
2

Weds.
3

Thurs.
4

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

7

12th Pentecost 8

9

10

11

14
13th Pentecost 15
Blessing of Backpacks

28
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16

17

5:30 Sewcialize

18
3:00
Bread
from
Heaven
Set-Up

23

24

6

25

19

13
10:00
DOK
Shelby
Farmers’
Market
Gleaning
20

BREAD
Rector’s
FROM
Sabbath HEAVEN
8:30-noon
26

27
Kids’
Quilting
Retreat
10-3

Rector’s
5:30 SewSabbath
cialize

5:30 Sewcialize

15th Pentecost 29

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Godly Play Teachers’ Training
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Rite-13 Teacher
Training

5:30 Sewcialize

5:30 Sewcialize

14th Pentecost 22

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship, Children’s Chapel Teacher
Training
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

12
Rector’s
Sabbath

5:30 Sewcialize

21
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Saturday

6:00-8:00 pm

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Vestry

Friday

Rector’s
Sabbath

Vacation Bible School

We send you to school to practice being
brave and kind.
Kind people are brave people. Brave is
not a feeling that you should wait for. It is
a decision. It is a decision that compassion is more important than fear, than
fitting in, than following the crowd. Trust
me, baby, it is. It is
more important.

Mon.

30

31

1
SHIFT
Session
4-8pm

2

3

Rector’s
Sabbath

5:30 Sewcialize
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Date

August 7
10:30

August 14
10:30

August 21
10:30

August 28
10:30

Crucifer

Ellis Greene

Ellis Greene

Creigh Hughey

Peyton Hughey

OT Lector

Bobbi Albert

David Taylor

Tonja Blackwell

Don Bird

NT Lector

Ellie Bird

Kim Guthrie

Hope Greene

Luke Harding

Intercessor

Jon Nathan

Cynthia Glidden

Scott Glidden

Jackie Hoffman

Eucharistic
Minister

Robin Childers

Michael Darnell

Renée McFalls

Sudie Gelok

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

Charlotte Hartman
Marty Marett
Hope Greene

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Cathy Roberts

Greeters

Carla Winter

Gelok Family

Greene Family

Hoffman Family

Nursery

Carla Winter

Marty Marett

Jennie Hamrick

Cathy Roberts

Children’s
Chapel

Luke Harding
Sara Harding

David Taylor
Julie Taylor

Carla Winter
Jackie Hoffman

Don Bird
Jennie Hamrick

Julie Taylor

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok

Bob Friedman
Cynthia Glidden

David Taylor
Arnold Tucker

John Gelok
Jon Nathan

David Taylor
Cynthia Glidden

Coffee Hour

Counters
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Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 31—Thursday, August 4
6:00-8:00 pm
Our rooms are transformed and ready for
the week of fun and
learning to begin!
We’ll sing and dance
our praise under the
palm trees in the church. We’ll visit Joseph in prison and in the palace as we
hear how God protected him. We’ll play in
the Pyramid Playground. And we’ll roam
the marketplace, learning about ancient
Egypt and creating some fabulous crafts.
This week wouldn’t be possible without all
the wonderful folks who give their time,
talents, and treasure to our kids. So a
huge thanks to…

Jenn Wallace
Those who will lead the
games:
Creigh Hughey
April Mabry
Those who will put on the
skits:
Don Bird
Luke Harding
Those who will prepare the suppers:
Ellie Bird
Jayci Blanton
Michael Darnell
Hope Greene
Kim Guthrie
Julia Self
Ann Torres
Ben Torres
Carla Winter

Those who will lead our family groups:
Dawn Bridges
Cynthia Glidden
Sara Harding
Those who will lead crafts:
Ree Batten
Sarah Batten
Don Bird
Jayci Blanton
Zoe Dearing
Miles Gettys
Scott Glidden
Warren Greene
Kim Guthrie
Peyton Hughey
Renée McFalls
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Those who will donate food:
Sarah Batten
Ellie Bird
Jayci Blanton
Michael Darnell
Niccie Dearing
Sudie Gelok
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Jennie Hamrick
Jackie Hoffman
Mike Johnson
April Mabry
Carol Pirkey
Julie Taylor
Carla Winter
And those who donated supplies:
Freyah Batten
Sarah Batten
Ellie Bird
Dawn Bridges
Carol Curtis
The Greene family
The Glidden family
Jennie Hamrick
Jackie Hoffman
Renée McFalls
Jon Nathan
Randy and Carol Pirkey
The Self family
David and Julie Taylor
Pat Throneburg
The Torres family
Arnold Tucker
Carla Winter.
Our kids are blessed to
have such a loving and
dedicated church family!

Nursery

Incarnation. Consider being one of the
dedicated volunteers who makes sure the
nursery is open every Sunday. Contact
Jennie Hamrick to volunteer or sign up on
the bulletin board in the hallway.

Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list

Children’s Chapel
Sundays during 10:30 service
Our children from three
years old through second grade love hearing
the day’s Gospel lesson and responding to
it at their own level
each week. Have you
thought about helping
lead this exploration?
Volunteers serve about
once a month, always in pairs, and you’ll
be given a complete and simple lesson
plan to use. Even if you don’t feel comfortable leading the lesson, you could serve as
a helper. Talk to Jennie Hamrick about
being part of the program or sign up on the
bulletin board in the hallway. We’ll have an
important training session for all new as
well as returning Children’s Chapel teachers on Sunday, August 21st at 9:30 am.

Godly Play

Sundays during 10:30 service

Sundays at 9:30
Begins September 11

Having nursery care available is one of the
ways we welcome families with babies to

Each week our children are hearing and
responding to the stories of our faith,
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The Sick:
Ann Ellison
Ginny Kidd
Marty Marett

The Incarnation Word

The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Isaac Gelok
Calvin Gilfillan
Linda Gosnell
Melissa Gray
Stan Hall
The Josey Family
Tracy Keefer
Catherine Long
Alton McCraw
Mike Owen
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Mary Threadgill
Angharad Torres
Ray Walker
Carla Winter

Owen Dearing
Jude Harding
Pat Gotautas
Clara Hartman
Ethan Hendrix
Joel Friedman
Virginia Harding
Catherine Long
Jon Nathan
Hope Greene

Aug. 1
Aug. 2
Aug. 3
Aug. 3
Aug. 4
Aug. 9
Aug. 18
Aug. 20
Aug. 23
Aug. 27

Eddy & Dawn Bridges

Aug. 25

Those who have Died:

To place a name on the prayer list, contact Ann Batchler in the church office at
864-489-6183. Names will remain on the
list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.
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Sunday, July 3

33

Sunday, July 10

44

Bread from Heaven, July 16

72

Sunday, July 17

53

Sunday, July 24

48

Sunday, July 31

37
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As I race towards my
65th birthday on August 3
I have been thinking
about all the blessings in
my life. God has filled my
life with incredible people
- family, friends and even
strangers. He in His love
has given me opportunities to serve Him and His
children. He took me from a church home
that I had been a part of for almost 40
years and sent me here to Incarnation.
What a BLESSING you are in my life. I
have received from you love, compassion
and grace. I have seen what it means to
truly be the hands, feet and heart of God in
His world as you take care of each other
and those who are struggling here in Gaff-

ney. Bread from Heaven, the food and especially the prayers are a true gift of God’s
grace to so many.
As the Bishop’s Deacon here at Incarnation, I never know when I might be moved
to another parish. I believe that God
through Bishop Waldo has left me here to
continue my life long education on being a
servant of the Living God. You are all
amazing servants of the Living God and to
Him I say a huge thank you for sending me
to the Church of the Incarnation. Thank
you all for being you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

steeping themselves in the good news of
God’s great and abiding love for them.
Want to be part of sharing that tradition
with them? Talk to Jennie Hamrick or sign
up on the bulletin board in the hallway.
Teachers serve in pairs with one telling the
story and the other keeping the class in
order. Pairs serve once every six weeks or
so. If you’d like to be part of a team, plan
on coming to a very important training session for all new as well as returning Godly
Play teachers on Sunday, August 28th at
9:30.

Education for Ministry
Tuesdays, 6:30-9:00pm
Begins September 6
We’re gearing up for another
exciting year of study and reflection together! Welcome to our new students
Robin Childers and Martha Honeycutt.
We’ll see you in September!

On July 7 we said good-bye to Carli Wallace, infant daughter of Jenn Wallace and
Jayci Blanton and baby sister of Colton
Wallace. Rest in peace, sweet girl!

Love & Blessings,
Pat

Rite-13
Sundays at 9:30
Begins September 11
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First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

August 7
Proper 14

Genesis 15:1-6

Psalm
33:12-22

Hebrews 11:1-3,
8-16

Luke 12:32-40

August 14
Proper 15

Jeremiah
23:23-29

Psalm 82

Hebrews
11:29-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

Hebrews
12:18-29

Luke 13:10-17

Hebrews 13:1-8,
15-16

Luke 14:1,
7-14

August 21
Proper 16

Isaiah 58:9b-14 Psalm 103:1-8

August 28
Proper 17

Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 112
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Our pre-teens and young teens are at a
critical point in their lives, making decisions
about the people they’ll be and how they’ll
live their lives. This class is a chance for
them to question and discuss and figure
out who God is in their lives and what difference that will make. Want to help make
this amazing adventure possible? Talk to
Jennie Hamrick or sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway. And plan on coming
to the training session for Rite-13 teachers
on Sunday, August 28th at 11:45.
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We sincerely appreciate all of the prayers,
thoughts, and kind words from each and
every one of you. The food was amazing.
We couldn’t ask for a more loving and accepting church family to be part of.
Love,
Jenn, Jayci, and Colton
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Bread from Heaven

Daughters of the King

Sewcialize

Saturday, August 13 at 10:00

Mondays & Thursdays,
5:30-8:30pm

Set-Up Thursday, August 18, at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, August 20 at 8:30

Bring your sewing, quilting, knitting, or needlework and spend some time creating together.

Last month we had twenty volunteers on
shopping day, and it was wonderful! We
all had time to take little breaks and we
kept our shoppers moving through right on
time. Please consider being part of our
team of helpers as we continue to provide
fresh, healthy food to the hungry in Cherokee County.

All current and prospective
daughters will gather to
learn and pray together. If
there are things you’d like
the Daughters to remember
in prayer, please let one of
us know or fill out a prayer
request slip at church and place it in the
offering plate. We’re here for you!
Daughters, we'll discuss studies 9-12 in the
National Study Guide this month.

Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 14
8:30 and 10:30 services
Fall is a chance for a fresh start, a recommitment to go into our schools, our
homes, and our workplaces determined to
love God first and our neighbors as ourselves. On Sunday, August 14, we’ll send
our students, teachers, and administrators
back into the schools with God’s special
blessing. Are you returning to school?
Bring your backpack,
your briefcase, or your
diaper bag to church
this day. We’ll ask
God’s blessing of protection and inspiration
on the teaching and
learning you’ll do this
year.
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Kids’ Quilting Retreat
Saturday, August 27
10:00—3:00
Children ages 6 and
up are invited to join
us for a fun day of
sewing together.
No previous experience is needed at
all! Your $15 registration fee covers all
the materials you’ll
need as well as your
lunch. And by the
time the day is over
you’ll have made a
fun lap quilt to take home and use!

Thanks to all of you who pitched in to can
and freeze the extra bounty we got from
Farmers’ Foodshare in Shelby on the fifth
Saturday of the month glean. It’s going to
be great to have so many delicious veggies to give away this month!

Parents, please plan for an adult to accompany your child, as they’ll need lots of help
and encouragement. And if you have a
sewing machine, please bring it. Preregistration is a must so we’ll have enough
supplies—just sign up on the bulletin board
in the hallway. And don’t let the cost deter
your child from participating—we have
scholarship money available!
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