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In my family growing
up, church attendance was mandatory. Every week, no
matter what, there
we were in the third
pew from the back
on the right-hand
side. And every
member of the family
had a ministry. My father was a greeter
and my mother served on altar guild.
When we were very young, my sister and I
joined our mother on her altar guild days,
scrubbing wine stains out of linens and
counting out the wafers for the services.
By second grade, singing in the choir became an option, and I took it. That remained my ministry even into college; my
sister quickly abandoned choir in favor of
working in the nursery and then teaching
Sunday school.
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I’m not sure if the efforts of any of my family members made a difference in the great
scheme of things, but the discipline of having a ministry, of giving back, changed me.
I learned from a very young age that everyone has something to offer and that we’re
all obligated to use our gifts for the benefit

The Incarnation Word

of others. Like water dripping on a rock,
my years of serving wore a deep and abiding groove into my soul, shaping me into
the person I am today.
This year’s stewardship packet, which you
should have received either in person or by
mail, includes a Time and Talent Pledge
Form for each member of your family. This
isn’t just a plea for free labor for the church
- although, of
course, we depend on volunteers to accomplish the ministry we do.
Rather, these
forms are a declaration that
everyone of
every age has
gifts for ministry.
And they’re a
hope and prayer that everyone (of every
age) will use their gifts to serve God and
God’s people. There are ministries for
everyone: little ones can sing in the kids’
choir, those who are able can make donations, those who rarely leave home can
address birthday cards, and everyone
young and old can help stock the shelves
for Bread from Heaven each month.
Please prayerfully consider the form and
where God might be calling you to serve.
And parents, this is a great chance to
teach even your littlest ones about the re-
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Sunday

sponsibility to give back.
30

May each of us come to know the extraordinary freedom that comes from lifting our
eyes off ourselves and seeing and serving
the needs of others. And may this way of
generosity and love - the way that Jesus
modeled for us in his earthly life - become
our way of living throughout our lives.

Monday

24th Pentecost 31

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
6

Halloween

All Saints Sunday 7

Tues1

6:30
EfM
8

13

Nov 13—The
Ark and the Tent
The people of
God had a special place to go
to feel close to God, but they had to get
ready before they could be in God’s presence. I wonder what they will do to get
ready...
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Nov 20—The Ark and the Temple
When the people of God entered the
Promised Land, they were finally able to
build a house for God. I wonder what the
people will do to get ready to go into God’s
house...

26th Pentecost 14

Nov 27 —The Exile and Return
The people of God are taken away from
Jerusalem and the house they built for
God. I wonder how they will find God in a
strange land...
Each week, at the end of the lesson, the
children share a snack together. Any donations you’d like to make of non-sugary
snack items or 100% juice drinks would be
greatly appreciated! You can leave them
in Jenny’s office.
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5:30 Sewcialize

11:45 Vestry
20

15

22nd Pentecost 21

6:30
EfM
22

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

9

10

1st Advent 28

29

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

5:30 Sewcialize
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16

7:00 Choir
Practice
23

6:30
EfM

30

17
3:00
Bread
from
Heaven
Set-Up
24
Thanksgiving
Day

1

Saturday
5

Diocesan
Convention
11

5:30 Sewcialize

6:00
Thanksgiving Service

5:30 Sewcialize
27
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7:00 Choir
5:30 SewPractice
cialize

6:30
EfM

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

The children will
wonder about
some exciting
stories this
month:
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Friday

Rector’s
Sabbath

11:15 Worship Commit- 5:30 Sewtee Meeting
cialize

Sundays at 9:30
Age 3 through 2nd grade

2

Thursday

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

God’s Peace,
Jenny+

Godly Play

Weds.

18

12
10:00
DOK
1-2:30
Kids’ Pie
Day
19

BREAD
FROM
Rector’s
HEAVEN
Sabbath
8:30-noon

25

26

Rector’s
Sabbath

2

3

5:30 Kids’
Rector’s
Choir
Sabbath
6:00
Supper
6:30
5:30 SewService
cialize
7:00 Choir
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Date

Nov. 6
10:30

Nov. 13
10:30

Nov. 20
10:30

Thanksgiving
Eve. 6:00 pm

Nov. 27
10:30

Crucifer

Creigh H.

Ellis G.

Zoe D.

Ellis G.

Peyton H.

Torches

Owen D.
Cora T.

None

None

None

None

Patterson G.

None

None

None

None

OT Lector

Don B.

David T.

Scott G.

Bobbi A.

Jon N.

NT Lector

Angharad T.

Cynthia G.

Ben T.

David T.

Ellie B.

All Saints
Lectors

Jon N.
Hope G.

None

None

None

None

Intercessor

Ellie B.

Hope G.

Kim G.

None

Jackie H.

Eucharistic

Cynthia G.

Robin c.

Cynthia G.

Pat G.

Michael D.

Altar Guild

Jackie H.
Carla W.

Charlotte H.
Marty M.

Dawn B.
Jennie H.

Jackie H.
Carla W.

Cathy R.

Greeters

Pirkey

Greene

Torres

Carla W.

Dearing

Nursery

Carla W.

Marty M.

Jennie H.

None

Cathy R.

Children’s
Chapel

Don B.
Sara H.

David T.
Julie T.

Carla W.
Jackie H.

None

Jon N.
Jennie H.

Godly
Play

None

Marty M.
Hope G.

Ann T.
Julie S.

None

David T.
Julie T.

Advent
Family

None

None

None

None

Dearing
Family

Breakfast

Marty M.

Dawn B.
Jennie H.

None

Cathy R.

Bob F.
Jon N.

David T.
Cynthia G.

John Gelok
John N.

None

Scott G.
Ed. H.

Gospel Book

Coffee Hour
Counters
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Brick by Brick

A Thrill of Hope

Sundays at 9:30
Ages 3rd through 6th grades

Sundays at 9:30
Adults

Our tweens continue
to learn and grow as
they explore the stories of our faith using
Legos.

In the months leading up to Christmas we’ll
take an in-depth look at the full Christmas
story using artwork by John August Swanson and commentary by faculty of the Candler School of Theology at Emory. Our
November topics will be:

This month’s stories
are:
Nov 13—Jacob and Esau
I wonder why people want to kill one another…
Nov 20—Jacob and the Angel
I wonder what it would be like to be close
to an angel…
Nov 27—Mary and Elizabeth
I wonder what song you would sing for
God…

Journey to Adulthood
Sundays at 9:30
Ages 7th through 12th grades
This month the youth will explore in detail
what it means to be made in the image of
God. They’ll name and claim their gifts
and abilities
and celebrate the
intricacy and
beauty of
their physical
selves.
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Nov 13 - The Nativity
The story of the birth of
Jesus in Luke 2:1-7. This
week’s painting will have
us thinking about the gifts
we bring to God and why
we bring them.
Nov 20 - The Shepherds
The annunciation to
the shepherds and
their visit to the manger in Luke 2:8-20.
Each shepherd responds in a different
way to the message how do you respond?
November 27 - Epiphany
The story of the
visitation of the
wise men to Jesus in Matthew
2:1-12. What
was it about the
birth of Jesus
that inspired
both fear and
worship?
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Sewcialize

Kids’ Pumpkin Pie Day

Mondays & Thursdays, 5:30 pm

Saturday, November 12
1:00-2:30 pm

Gather with a remarkable group of women
(and men!) to quilt and crochet and knit
and gab. Some
of the group are
working on crocheted prayer
shawls which the
Daughters of the
King will share
with folks on their
prayer list.

Breakfast

The Shelby Farmers’
Market donated several
pumpkins to Bread from
Heaven and we need to
do something with them.
Come help us make
pumpkin pies to give away just in time for
Thanksgiving! We’ll have all the supplies
you need in order to put together and bake
a delicious pie that will make one of our
Bread from Heaven friends so thankful.
Each child attending will need an adult
helper with them.

Sunday, November 6
9:30 am
The men will gather at
8:00 to get started on a
fabulous meal. I hear a
rumor we may be having
waffles...

Bread from Heaven
Set-Up Thursday, Nov 17, at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, Nov 19 at 8:30
Come spend time with our delightful, inspiring shoppers as we listen to their
prayer concerns and then help them select
groceries. As you’re shopping this month,
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please remember Bread from Heaven. We
especially need canned vegetables like
turnip greens, collards, succotash, and
okra and tomatoes.
Breakfast cereal and
spaghetti sauce are
also popular items.
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The Sick:
Margaret Carr
Nicky McGraw
Anna Oakley
Mike Johnson
Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Renée Carnes
Melissa Bridgwood
Isaac Gelok
Calvin Gilfillan
Linda Gosnell
Melissa Gray
Stan Hall
The Josey Family
Tracy Keefer
Sammy Logan
Louis Miller
Marilyn Owen
Mike Owen
Sadie Pickett
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Mary Threadgill
Angharad Torres
Ray Walker
Carla Winter
Those who have Died:
To place a name on the prayer list,
contact Ann Batchler in the church office
at 864-489-6183. Names will remain on
the list for three weeks unless otherwise
requested.
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Patterson Gelok
Abby Carolina Elmore
Robin Childers
John Guthrie
Jamie Greene
Jessica Niblack
Julie Taylor
Quentin Green
Kim Guthrie
Eddy Bridges

Nov. 1
Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 20
Nov. 25

Altony & Tina Pollard
Danny & Martha Stacy
Glenn & Pat Stacy
Ed & Jackie Hoffman

Nov. 14
Nov. 24
Nov. 26
Nov. 27

Sunday, Oct. 2
Sunday, Oct. 2 Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, Oct. 9
Saturday, Oct. 15 Bread From Heaven
Sunday, Oct. 16
Sunday, Oct. 23
Sunday, Oct. 30

56
30
53
67
45
54
45
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Every once in a while our request to transfer a person’s membership to Incarnation
gets no response. After we’ve sent two
letters and attempted to reach the church
by phone and email, we declare the person
transferred “by request.” A year ago, we
declared Mike Johnson a member of Incarnation “by request.” So imagine our
surprise when, on October 17, we received
Mike’s official letter of transfer. You were
worth the wait, Mike - and we’re so glad
you’re officially official now!

September Totals:
Income:
Expenses:

$8,418.00
$12,377.47

Year-to-Date Totals through August:
Income:
Expenses:

$104,437.37
$114,895.74

Daughters of the King

Luminaries and Caroling

Saturday, November 12 at 10:00

Saturday, December 12 at 6:00

Congratulations to the newest members of
the order of the Daughters of the King.
Ellie Bird, Cathy Roberts, and Julie Taylor
were admitted to the order during our
Homecoming celebration on Sunday, October 23. Welcome to the life of prayer and
service, ladies!

Limestone College will line College Drive
with luminary candles as part of this evening’s celebration of the season. We’ll
gather in front of the church to serenade
the community with some of our favorite
Christmas carols as they drive down College Drive enjoying the evening.

Do you have prayer concerns you’d like to bring
to the attention of the
Daughters? Share them
with any of the Daughters and they’ll be lifted
up daily in prayer.

Incarnation Christmas Party

All Saints Sunday

Saturday, December 12 at 7:00
After we’ve sung for the community, we’ll
head indoors for our church Christmas
party. Bring a heavy hors d’oevre to share
and join the parish family for a fun evening
together. There will be games and activities for the kids and plenty of great conversation for everyone. Don’t miss it!

Sunday, November 6
8:30 and 10:30 am
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First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

November 6
All Saints Sunday

Daniel
7:1-3, 15-18

Psalm
149

Ephesians
1:11-23

Luke
6:20-31

November 13
Proper 28

Malachi
4:1-2a

Psalm
98

2 Thessalonians
3:6-13

Luke
21:5-19

November 20
Proper 29

Jeremiah
23:1-6

Psalm
46

Colossians
1:11-20

Luke
23:33-43

November 23
Thanksgiving

Deuteronomy
26:1-11

Psalm
100

Philippians
4:4-9

John
6:25-35

November 27
1st Advent

Isaiah
2:1-5

Psalm
122

Romans
13:11-14

Matthew
24:36-44
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All Saints’ Sunday is the
day we pause to remember and celebrate all
those who’ve gone before us in the faith. We’ll
read the names of many
of those we’ve loved and lost and pause to
thank God for what they’ve meant to us.
We’ll also join the ranks of the saints of
Incarnation by offering our pledges of
money, time, and talent to God. Bring your
completed pledge forms and plan to lay
them on the altar as we ask God to bless
our promises.
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Kid-Friendly Christmas Service
Saturday, December 24 at 4:00
The kids will help tell the story of Jesus’
birth and we’ll sing all your favorite carols.

Festive Choral Christmas Service
Saturday, December 24 at 9:00
Incense and candlelight will complete our
celebration of this most holy night.
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together. At 6:00 we’ll share a simple meal
of soup and sandwiches. Watch the bulletin board in the hallway for sign-up sheets
and volunteer to bring all or part of a
week’s meal.

Advent Sundays
Beginning November 27
Worship has a
very different
tone during the
season of Advent. Our goal is
to create a
peaceful space
to encounter the God we await, a space
that is a marked contrast to the world’s
frantic dash toward Christmas. Prayer
takes a front seat as we all slow down and
listen. To that end, Pat+ will be available
during the Eucharist to pray for and with
you. And candles will be available for you
to light during the Eucharist as visual reminders of your prayers that continue to
rise to God even after you’ve moved on.
During the season of Advent, Jenny+ will
chant the Eucharistic Prayer using a different, more elaborate chant form. It’s called
Mozarabic Chant, and it’s an older form
than the Gregorian form we usually use. It
dates back to the fifth century, when Christians in what are now Spain and Portugal
were a beleaguered minority living under
Islamic rule. In Advent, as we step aside
from the hustle and bustle of today’s world,
it’s fitting that we go back to
this most ancient way of
chanting the liturgy. As you
hear it, remember the thousands of years of faithful worshipers who’ve drawn nearer
to God through this chant.
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Kids’ Choir
Wednesdays, 5:30-6:00
Beginning November 30
Each week the kids will gather in the choir
room to sing and dance their way to the
true message of Christmas. They’ll learn
songs that will be the anthems during the
10:30 Sunday services for the season. I
still remember every word of the songs I
sang in choir as a child, and their messages are still the backbone of my faith.
Give your child this same grounding by
bringing him or her to participate in Kids’
Choir - we’ll all be glad you did!

After supper,
we’ll head into
the church for
worship. Each
week we’ll explore a character
from the Christmas story: an
angel, a shepherd, and Mary
and Joseph.
What does each add to the story of Jesus’
birth? What does each add to our story?
Each week worshippers will make their
own manger scene figures to take home
and enjoy all season.
These mid-week services are a wonderful
time to step away from the frantic pace of
life and pause to remember the reason for
the season.

Resources for Keeping Advent
Advent Suppers and Services
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:15
Beginning November 30
Each week of Advent we’ll come together
for a special time of fellowship and worship
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we give the gift of our time in relationships,
we give the greatest gift to those we love.
And with the money we didn’t spend, we
can donate to causes that will make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate.
Like “Advent Conspiracy” on Facebook to
enjoy this resource.
Also on Facebook, look
for “Reverse Advent
Calendar.” The discussions on this page encourage you to spend
the season collecting
food and other items to
give to the needy.
AdventWord (AdventWord.org) is a global
online calendar that publishes a word for
each day of Advent - words like “shine,”
“play,” and “promise.” Participants are encouraged to reflect on each day’s word and
then to respond with words or photographs. You’ll get to see other participants’ offerings, expanding your view of
each word.
And for those who are a bit more oldschool, we have booklets of Forward Day
by Day’s daily devotionals available on the
table in the narthex as well.

The internet makes available so many
wonderful ways to keep the season of Advent.
Advent Conspiracy (adventconspiracy.org)
encourages us to worship fully, spend less,
give more, and love all this season. When
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