February 2017
In January,
Bishop Waldo
joined the Presiding Bishop and a
team of Episcopal
bishops and representatives from
Episcopal Relief
and Development
to make a pilgrimage to Ghana. They visited, prayed, and reflected at several sites
critical to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade,
including the Elmina and Cape Coast slave
forts. They also toured the work Episcopal
Relief and Development is doing in Ghana
to empower the people. These are Bishop
Waldo’s reflections from Cape Coast Castle on the final day of the pilgrimage.
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Even larger
numbers of
enslaved persons passed
through Cape
Coast Castle
and out its
"door of no return" than at
Elmina Castle.
The first Anglican church in Ghana was organized in this
castle by the British during slavery, meaning that Anglicanism in Ghana began in a
slave castle. Their cathedral, in which we
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worshiped, was later built across the
street. The dissonance is crushing.
And yet.
Only by feeling the dissonance can I even
begin to appreciate the inimical magnitude
of slavery's legacy. It is the ultimate dehumanization. The ultimate "It" of human relationships, to reference Martin Buber's classic (and right now, deeply timely) book, "I
and Thou." The only path to healing-especially for those of us whose baptismal
vows call us to "seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving your neighbor as yourself"
and to "respect the dignity of every human
being"--is to develop truthful, intentional
relationships with those whom we reject,
dismiss, make uncharitable assumptions
about, hate. Blaming and shaming seem to
succeed only in creating ever more "It"s,
more enemies, more people who just give
up on conversation.
"Love your enemies and do good to those
who hate you," Jesus says. "What good is
it if you love those who love you?" Important words when we're tempted to retreat
into our safe and sometimes self-indulgent
echo chambers and silos where we can
escape having to deal with people we don't
like.
Having stolen and crushed millions of lives
over centuries through slavery, the way to
enter the "door of return" is for millions of
us willingly to undertake the dissonant but
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courageous work of reaching out to those
who have suffered most from slavery's legacy. Tell the truth. Listen. Love. Expect
nothing in return. Hope for new sight, new
understanding, a new friend.

Sunday
29

4th Epiphany 30

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Try to reach out--without blaming, judgment or condemnation--to those who think
there is no racism problem and hear their
story. Tell yours. Say "I" instead of "you,"
"we," or "they."

3:00 Youth Bonfire
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I have plenty of my own work to do on this.
It will be hard.
These last days have put "vivid" into why
hard must be met.

11:45 Worship Com.
11:45 Oyster Roast
Committee Meeting

Godly Play
Sundays at 9:30
Age 3 through 2nd grade
The children will finish the Epiphany season with an exploration of some of Jesus’
parables.
February 12—
The Parable of
the Mustard
Seed
I wonder if the
birds who came
to nest in the
mustard tree
have names…
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February 19—The Parable of the Sower
I wonder what the person was doing when
the little seeds could not get their roots
among the stones...
February 26—The Parable of the Great
Banquet
I wonder how it felt to be invited to the
great feast...

11:45 Vestry
19

Brick by Brick
Sundays at 9:30
Ages 3rd through 6th grades

5:30
Sewcialize

Last Epiphany 30

5:30
Sewcialize
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31

Wednesday

Thurs

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5:30
Sewcialize

Rector’s
Sabbath

6:30
EfM
7

8

5:30
Sewcialize

6:30
EfM
14

11

10:00
Rector’s DaughSabbath ters of the
King

16
17
18
3:00
BREAD
Bread Rector’s
FROM
from
Sabbath
HEAVEN
Heaven
8:30-noon
Set-Up

22

23

24

5:30
Oyster
Roast
Set-Up

Rector’s
Sabbath

25
Mardi
Gras
Oyster
Roast
6-8pm

2

3

4

6:30
EfM
31

10

15

6:30
EfM
241

9

1
12:00 Ash
Wed. Service

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Legos will help our children dig more
deeply into the stories of God’s love and
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5:30
Sewcialize

7th Epiphany 20

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

26

5:30
Sewcialize

6th Epiphany 13

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Tues

5:30
Sewcialize

5th Epiphany 6

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
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Mon

5:30 Kids’
Choir
6:00 Supper
6:30 Ash
Wed Service

5:30
Sewcialize
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Date

Feb. 5
10:30

Feb. 12
10:30

Feb. 19
10:30

Feb. 26
10:30

Creigh Hughey

Peyton Hughey

Zoe Dearing

Ellis Greene

OT Lector

John Gelok

Zoe Dearing

Ben Torres

Hope Greene

NT Lector

Angharad Torres

Don Bird

Ellie Bird

Jon Nathan

Intercessor

Jackie Hoffman

Niccie Dearing

Don Bird

Cynthia Glidden

Euch Minister

Renée McFalls

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Niccie Dearing
Cathy Roberts

Greeters

Hoffman Family

Pirkey Family

Dearing Family

Greene Family

Nursery

Carla Winter

Marty Marett

Jennie Hamrick

Cathy Roberts

Children’s Chapel

Don Bird
Sara Harding

Julie Taylor
Carla Winter
Jennie Hamrick Jackie Hoffman

Jon Nathan
Jennie Hamrick

Crucifer

Cynthia Glidden Robin Childers

Pat Gotautas

Godly Play

None

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Ann Torres
Julia Self

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Coffee Hour

Breakfast

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok

Scott Glidden
Ed Hoffman

John Gelok
Cynthia Glidden

Jon Nathan
Ben Torres

Ann Torres
John Gelok

Counters

care for them.
February 12—The Transfiguration
I wonder what the voice of God might
sound like…
February 19—The Parable of the Prodigal
Son
I wonder if a parent
would ever refuse to
help his or her child…
February 26—Moses
and Pharaoh's Daughter
I wonder what it is like to
be different from the rest of your family...

Journey to Adulthood
Sundays at 9:30
Ages 7th through 12th grades
The youth had a great
time at the bonfire at the
Gliddens’ farm last
month. Many thanks to
Scott and Cynthia for
hosting us—and thanks
for making sure we all
made it out with our eyebrows!
This month’s Sunday morning topics will
be:
February 12—Communicating with Others
and Being Real
February 19—I Am Made in God’s Image:
God Said it was Very Good
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February 26—Decisions, Decisions: Tools
for Decision Making

What Wondrous Love
Sundays at 9:30
Adults
Adult Ed will enjoy another series of paintings with commentary from the faculty of
Candler School of Theology at Emory.
We’ll look toward Lent as we begin this
new series.
February 12—The Raising
of Lazarus
John August Swanson says
of his painting, “I think all of
us are Lazarus, and Christ
keeps telling us to wake up,
to come out and be alive.”

February 19—
The Entry into
Jerusalem
John August
Swanson says
that, when he
was painting
this story of
Jesus entering
Jerusalem, he
thought of the
civil rights
movement and put Roman soldiers and
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The Sick
The Jerozal family
Mike Johnson
Jeff Gilfillan

vicious dogs in the painting.
February 26—Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet
The artist did many drawings of this story in order to find the perspective that emphasized what he thought was the heart of the moment. What does he emphasize in this perspective?

Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list

Come join us for some great conversations as we examine these
stories through the eyes of artist and theologians.

Sewcialize
Mondays & Thursdays, 5:30 pm
Bring your quilting, crochet
work, or any other craft you
enjoy and come create with
friends. If you like to crochet, you might enjoy making a prayer shawl for
someone in need of extra
prayers.

Mardi Gras Oyster Roast
Saturday, February 25
Tickets are on sale
now for this annual
feast! Adults are $25,
kids 7-12 are $10 and
kids 6 and under are
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free. You are welcome to bring your own
beverage or enjoy tea and water.
To finalize details, the Oyster Roast Committee will meet after the 10:30 service on
Sunday, February 5. Join us to help finalize the menu (which will definitely include
oysters, shrimp, and fish) and iron out
other details.
You can still sign up on the bulletin board
in the hallway to help with set-up, cooking,
and clean-up as well as to help sell tickets
before and after services. The set-up crew
will do our work at 5:30 on Thursday, February 23. Cooks will meet at the church at
3:30 on Saturday,
February 25. And
clean-up will happen
after 8:00 Saturday
night. See you there!
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The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Melissa Bridgwood
Renée Carnes
Isaac Gelok
Calvin Gilfillan
Melissa Gray
Ginger Horton
Tracy Keefer
Sammy Logan
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Marilyn Owen
Mike Owen
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Angharad Torres
Ray Walker
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Hannah Green
Jamie Greene
Dustin Livingston
To place a name on the prayer list, contact Ann Batchler in the church office at
864-489-6183. Names will remain on the
list for three weeks unless otherwise requested.
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Randy Pirkey
LaDonna White
Ellis Greene
Warren Greene
Ed. Hoffman
Tiffany Guthrie

Feb. 4
Feb. 4
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 21
Feb. 27

Sunday, Jan. 1
Sunday, Jan. 8

26
No Services

Snow

Sunday, Jan. 15
Saturday, Jan. 21 Bread From Heaven

49
60

Sunday, Jan. 22

60

Sunday, Jan. 29

44

December Totals:
Income:
Expenses:

$9,651.50
$13,505.27

Year-to-Date Totals through December:
Income:
Expenses:

$136,264.82
$153,460.96
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Bread from Heaven
Set-Up Thursday, Feb. 16 at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, Feb. 18 at 8:30
We need your
help! We were
really short of
volunteers last
month and ran
an hour late by
the end of Bread
from Heaven.
Please, please
consider giving
even part of your
Saturday morning on February 18 to serve
some remarkable people. I promise their
smiles and hugs will leave you feeling better than when you arrived!

8

As you’re shopping this month, remember
the needy. We’re low on canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce and pasta, and nonfood items like paper towels and laundry
detergent which aren’t covered by food
stamps. Or you can always make a financial donation—just note “Bread from
Heaven” in the memo line of your check
and place it in
the offering
plate. We use
those funds to
purchase fresh
milk and eggs
each month as
well as anything else
we’re lacking.

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

February 5
5th Epiphany

Isaiah 58
1-12

Psalm
112:1-10

1 Corinthians
2:1-16

Matthew
5:13-20

February 12
6th Epiphany

Deuteronomy
30:15-20

Psalm
119:1-8

1 Corinthians
3:1-9

Matthew
5:21-37

February 19
7th Epiphany

Leviticus
19:1-2, 9-18

Psalm
119:33-40

1 Corinthians
3:10-11, 16-23

Matthew
5:38-48

February 26
Last Sunday
After Epiphany

Exodus
24:12-18

Psalm
99

2 Peter
1:16-21

Matthew
17:1-9
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Your vestry had a great work day last
month and are so excited about the new
year! They elected Cynthia Glidden to
serve as your Senior Warden and John
Gelok to serve as your Junior Warden.
They decided on the following ministry areas and set goals under each:








Buildings and Grounds – Randy Pirkey
 make sure the building is cleaned
 attend to any maintenance and repair
issues
 see that the lawns are cut and trimmed
regularly
 ask volunteer teams to sign up either
to cut the grass or to pay someone
else to
 work on getting our utility costs down /
our buildings more energy efficient
 hold parish work days for weeding and
deep cleaning needs
 spruce up the bathrooms
 oversee the Community Garden

Christian Education – Jennie Hamrick
 schedule nursery volunteers
 schedule Children’s Chapel volunteers
 order Chapel curriculum and distribute
it to volunteers
 add taking up an offering to the Chil-

The Incarnation Word

dren’s Chapel routine
find other ways to emphasize stewardship with the children
make sure Godly Play is running
smoothly
make sure Brick by Brick is running
smoothly
make sure Rite-13 is running smoothly
make sure Adult Education is running
smoothly
make sure VBS runs smoothly

Evangelism – Mike Johnson
 seasonal displays on the lawn to increase visibility
 have a booth at the Peach Festival in
July
 sing carols during Limestone’s luminaries (to coincide with the parish Christmas Party)
 participate in the Iron City Festival in
April
 encourage inviting visitors to the Oyster Roast and Animal Blessing
 make parish brochures available
 September bring-a-friend event: outdoor service and picnic with a reward if
we get a certain number of visitors
 make sure we’re utilizing electronic
media
 see that the web site is up-to-date
 make sure we’re posting on Facebook
 research what other social media we
should engage
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Hospitality – Julie Taylor
 hold receptions after funerals and baptisms (set up, get food there, clean up)
 oversee suppers on Wednesdays in
Advent and Lent (set up, get food
there, clean up)
 make sure we have breakfasts on the
first Sunday of the month
 make sure the oyster roast runs
smoothly (Saturday, February 25)
 see if there’s enough interest to do
supper clubs this year
 oversee Maundy Thursday (either
agape meal or seder meal)
 organize grilling chicken for the outdoor Pentecost celebration
 organize the Easter Brunch (set-up
and clean-up)
 take care of the kitchen (keep pantry
and shelves organized, make sure
we’re stocked with paper products and
drink mixes)
 make sure coffee hour is taken care of

Outreach – John Gelok
 oversee Bread from Heaven (gathering
and distributing food, publicizing)
 monthly sign-up sheets for volunteers
 special offering for the shoppers at
Thanksgiving and Christmas
 oversee gifts for a family at Christmas
(find family, get needs, share needs
with congregation, gather gifts, deliver
gifts)
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Pastoral Care – Carla Winter (nonvestry)
 birthday and anniversary cards to parishioners
 cards to special friends at Christmas,
Valentine’s, and Easter
 get meals to folks in crisis
 make sure we communicate emergencies to the parish
 follow up with visitors
 send sympathy cards on important anniversaries like the death of a spouse

Lent will be here on March 1, so it’s time to
start thinking about the ways you can draw
closer to God during this holy season.

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 1 at noon
We’ll gather in the church for
the solemn service of Holy
Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes.
This service will last about an hour.

Lenten Wednesday Services

Worship – Cynthia Glidden
 recruit, train, and schedule servers:
 crucifers
 torches and thurifers when
needed
 lectors (OT and NT)
 intercessors
 Eucharistic Ministers
 Greeters
 serve on the committee which plans
Sunday and special worship services
 on Sundays, make sure each server
spot is filled

Begin Ash Wednesday, March 1
5:30 Kids’ Choir Practice
6:00 Supper
6:30 Worship
Each Wednesday during Lent the kids will
gather at 5:30 to learn
the songs they’ll be
singing as anthems
during the 10:30 service on Sundays.
After choir, we’ll all share a simple meal of
soup and sandwiches together. You may
sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway
to bring part of the meal one week.
The Wednesday evening services this Lent
will revolve around the stations of the
cross. Each week we’ll examine one or
two of the stations through artwork and
scripture. The little ones will then stuff an
Easter egg with a symbol of that station
and a prayer to accompany it. By the end
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of Lent, they’ll have a
dozen eggs that walk
them through the entire
story of Jesus’ passion
and resurrection. But
they won’t get the final
symbol until Easter morning!
Note that on Ash
Wednesday we’ll include
the Imposition of Ashes in
the evening service.
Want to help with the services? Jenny+
needs cardboard egg cartons. And she’d
like to borrow some wooden folding TVtray tables to hold the artwork. Thanks!

Lenten Meditation Booklets
Episcopal Relief and Development has put
out a booklet of daily scripture readings
and reflections for the season. The booklets will be available at no charge and are
a wonderful way to read and meditate on
God’s word for a hurting world.

Weekly Lenten Challenges
Lent is such a long season that little
ones—and many bigger ones, too—find it
too hard to stick with a discipline for the
whole duration. So each Sunday we’ll
challenge families to try a discipline for just
that week. Handouts and children’s sermons will inspire and challenge us all to do
little things that will draw us nearer to God.
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