July 2017
The Episcopal
Church’s Executive
Council heard a call
to authentic Christian action from its
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Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry suggested that Episcopalians ought to look to
the biblical hero Esther for a model. Set
during the time of Jewish exile in Persia,
she was initially seen as the beautiful, obedient, and relatively passive woman who
was queen to the king of Persia. She came
to believe that she was called to save her
people and used rhetoric to persuade the
king to save her Jewish people living in
exile in Persia. Up until then, she had not
revealed her Jewish identity.
“I say this with all humility, I really do: Perhaps the Episcopal Church has come to
the kingdom for such a time as this,” Curry
said.
“Perhaps the Episcopal Church
has come to the kingdom for
such a time as this,”
“Maybe we have had a period of being part
of the establishment, which is no longer
the case, and maybe we have enjoyed the
benefits of being part of that establishment,
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but it may not be the case much longer,”
Curry said.
He said such a time as this is a “strange
national, cultural and global moment –
when things are being turned upside down,
when old patterns don’t work anymore,
when the old rules don’t even seem to apply anymore, truth doesn’t seem to be what
the truth used to be, and all of a sudden
what’s wrong is right. All of a sudden,
even Christianity is co-opted by injustice,
by lack of compassion, by inhumanity, by
indecency.”
Curry said part of the Episcopal Church’s
vocation is to bear witness to a way of being Christian that actually looks something
like Jesus of Nazareth. That way of being
Christian is “not complicit with the culture,
whatever that culture,” he said.
“It is not a way of being Christian that is in
the pocket of anybody’s political party, left
or right or center, but a way of being Christian that dares to follow Jesus, to love the
way of Jesus,” giving and forgiving as Jesus did while loving justice and mercy and
walking humbly before God.
The Church has had many slogans and
campaigns, the presiding bishop said.
“Yet, I don’t believe this is just a new slogan, a new campaign, a new program. In
fact, it’s nothing new at all,” he said. “The
(continued on p. 8)
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Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 30—Thursday, August 3
6:00-8:00pm
This year we travel back
to Rome when Paul was in
prison there for a week of
fun and learning. It will
take all of us working together to make this fabulous week possible for our
little ones. Sign up on the bulletin board in
the hallway to help.
Decorations
We’ll transform Incarnation into Rome at the
time of Paul. Enormous columns and
huge old stones will
turn the sanctuary into
ancient Rome, and
we’ll set up a marketplace in the parish hall. An easy-to-follow
video explains it all! We’ll have two work
days on which we’ll make decorations and
prepare craft supplies:
Wednesday, July 19, 5-7pm
Tuesday, July 25, 3-5pm
Plan to join us as we get everything ready!
Suppers
We start each night with a meal together,
which makes it possible for families to get
started early. Thanks go to Hope Greene
and Ann Torres, who’ve agreed to organize the meals. Sign up to donate food or to
help with set-up and clean-up.
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Family Group Leaders
Participants are divided into Roman family groups Family
group leaders accompany them from one
activity to the next,
making sure each tribe
gets where they need
to go. New this year:
family group leaders
will do one quick activity with their group before the final singing each night, and they
need to be with their group each of the five
nights of VBS. We’ll have a training for
Family Group Leaders on Sunday, July 23
at 9:30am.
Apprenticeship Games
Each night we’ll play ancient Roman
games like shot-put throwing and chariot
racing. Volunteer to lead the games you’ll be given detailed instructions for the
games and all the supplies you’ll need.
Dramas
This year there are several different dramas. Each day the participants will visit
Paul in prison and will also visit the Underground Church. There will also be dramas
that pop up at Apprenticeship Games and
in the Marketplace. Volunteer here to play
one of the parts in the skits. Please note
which nights each part needs to be available.


Paul, the author of the epistles - must
be available all 5 nights
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Sunday

Mon

2

Tues

4th Pentecost 3
Proper 8
8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
5:30
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
Sew11:45 Worship Com.
cialize

4

9

5th Pentecost 10
Proper 9
8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
5:30
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
Sewcialize

11

16

6th Pentecost 17
Proper 10
8:30 Morning Prayer
with Holy Eucharist I
5:30
9:30 Fellowship
Sew10:30 Morning Prayer
cialize
with Holy Eucharist II

18

23

7th Pentecost 24
Proper 11
8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 VBS Family Group
Leaders’ Training
5:30
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
Sew11:45 VBS Set-Up
cialize

25

30

1

8th Pentecost 31
Proper 12
8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Weds
5

Parish
Office
Closed

Thurs
6

7

5:30
Sewcialize
12

13
3:00
Bread
From
Heaven
Set-Up

19

5:00 VBS
Work Day
26

20

5:30
Sewcialize
27

3:00
VBS
Work
Day

5:30
Sewcialize
2

3

Fri

Rector’s
Sabbath

Sat
8
10:00
DOK
12:00
Shelby
Gleaning

14

15
Peach
Festival
Rector’s
BREAD
Sabbath
FROM
HEAVEN
8:30-noon

21

22

Rector’s
Sabbath

28

29

Rector’s
Sabbath

4

5

Rector’s
Sabbath

Vacation Bible School, 6:00-8:00 pm
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The Torreses
Available
Available
Available
Available
Flowers

Available
Available
Randy Pirkey
Available
Available
Lawn Care

Owen Dearing
Zoe Dearing
Hope Greene
Lacey Nathan
Pew Racks Peyton Hughey

David Taylor
Cynthia Glidden
John Gelok
Ann Torres
David Taylor
Ellie Bird
David Taylor
Jon Nathan
Ben Torres
Ed Hoffman
Counters

Julie Taylor
Sudie Gelok
Marty Marett
Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick
Julie Taylor
Coffee
Hour

Don Bird
Sara Harding
Jon Nathan
Jennie Hamrick
Children’s
Chapel

Don Bird
Sara Harding

David Taylor
Julie Taylor

Carla Winter
Jackie Hoffman

Jennie Hamrick
Cathy Roberts
Jennie Hamrick
Marty Marett
Carla Winter
Nursery

Self Family
Hoffman Family
Greeters

Dearing Family

Pirkey Family

Torres Family

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter
Niccie Dearing
Cathy Roberts
Hope Greene
Marty Marett
Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick
Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter
Altar Guild

Pat Gotautas+
Robin Childers
Cynthia Glidden
Renée McFalls
Cynthia Glidden
Euch Min

Hope Greene
Jackie Hoffman
Intercessor

Scott Glidden

John Gelok

Ben Torres

Scott Glidden
Bobbi Albert
Niccie Dearing
Ellie Bird
Don Bird
2nd Lector

Don Bird
Jon Nathan
Angharad TorDavid Taylor
Zoe Dearing
1st Lector

Ellis Greene
Zoe Dearing
Zoe Dearing
Creigh Hughey
Peyton Hughey
Crucifer

8th Pentecost
July 30
7th Pentecost
July 23
6th Pentecost
July 16
5th Pentecost
July 9
4th Pentecost
July 2
Date
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Brutus, the gruff
guard - must be
available all 5
nights



Marcus, a male
member of the
underground
church - must be available Sun, Mon,
Tues, and Thurs nights



Lucia, a female member of the underground church - must be available all 5
nights



Soldier #1, a genuinely scary Roman must be available Mon, Wed, and
Thurs nights



Soldier #2, a genuinely scary Roman must be available Wed and Thurs
nights



Soldier #3, a genuinely scary Roman must be available Wed night



Festus, a wanna-be athlete - must be
available Sun night



Tullius, a meek slave - must be available Mon night



Senator Atticus, a pompous and demanding politician - must be available
Mon night



Marcus, a messenger - must be available Tues night

Marketplace Shops:
Each tent will house a shop where the children can learn a skill from ancient Rome
and make a craft or two. Shop leaders
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each prepare one or two simple crafts you’ll be given complete instructions and
all the supplies you need. Each shop will
be open 2 or 3 nights of VBS. Note that
some shop leaders also have lines in a skit
and are open at least one specific night.
The shops are:


Carpentry - Sand and
hammer a wooden top, hammer nails into boards, and
make your own measuring
stick.


Architecture - Work with
others to guide balls
through an aqueduct and
build things with paper bag
bricks or small blocks.
You’ll also be part of a skit,
so you must be available Tues night.


Wreath-making - Make
your own winner’s laurel
wreath to wear and create
bouquets of chenille stem
flowers.


Leatherworking - Sew
together a leather wristband, practice sewing
craft foam pieces together, and braid leather lacing into a
bracelet or anklet.


Metalworking Make a metal necklace
with a hidden message
inside and use a toothpick to “carve” a metal bookmark.
You’ll also be part of a skit, so you
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must be available Thurs night.


Scribe - Use a stylus to
write on a scroll, then seal it
with sealing wax; practice
sealing letters in modeling
clay, and write messages in
Latin letters in damp sand.


Toga Shop - “Rent” a toga to
wear for the night, try out
other Roman fashions, and
play with wigs.


Animal Sacrifice Sales Have a few “indoor” animals
available like bunnies or
maybe a chicken.


Food Shop - Sample
tasty Roman treats.
You’ll also be part of
a skit, so you must
be available Wed night.

Acolyte Robes
Our little ones add so much to
our worship when they serve as
torch bearers, gospel book bearers, and banner bearers. But we
don’t have enough acolyte robes
in the sizes of our smaller servers. We’d love to order some
more robes and them hem them

4

Donate Supplies
On the wall
in the hallway you’ll
find a Roman aqueduct made of
paper
stones. Each stone contains the name of
one item we need to make Vacation Bible
School happen. Please take a stone (or
two or more), purchase the item listed on
it, and return it to the church with its stone
attached to it by Sunday, July 9.
Register to Attend
And, of course, the most important way
you can participate is to make sure every
child you know is registered to be part of
the fun! Use the form on the following
page or grab some from the bulletin board
in the hallway.

to fit the little guys. Want to
help? Make a donation to the
cost of the robes (they’re
$100 each) by putting
“Acolyte Robes” in the memo
line of your check and putting
it in the offering plate. Or volunteer your sewing skills to
hem up a robe or two. We’ll
all be so grateful!
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The Sick
Scott Glidden
Dana Holden
Sue Taylor
Those on the confidential Daughters of
the King prayer list
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Melissa Bridgwood
Renée Carnes
Jonah DeLang
Isaac Gelok
Calvin Gilfillan
Melissa Gray
Ginger Horton
Sammy Logan
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Marilyn Owen
Mike Owen
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Angharad Torres
Kim Turner

Seth Harding
Jenny Gettys
Cora Torres
Michael Darnell
Dever Smith

Kenny and Niccie Dearing

July 2
July 3
July 29
July 30
July 30

July 9

Condolences to Carol Pirkey on the death of
her mother, Shirley Sanders, whom we buried June 5.
Jack Kidd was buried June 8. May he rest in
peace and rise in glory.

Those expecting children:
Jenn Wallace and Jayci Blanton
Those who’ve died:
Jack Kidd
Shirley Sanders
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Jamie Greene
Dustin Livingston
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Sunday, May 28

43

Sunday, June 4

65

Sunday, June 11

24

Bread from Heaven, June 17
Sunday, June 18
Sunday, June 25

9

8

Isaiah
55:10-13

Psalm
65:9-14

Romans
8:1-11

Matthew
13:1-9, 18-23

July 23
7th Pentecost,
Proper 11

Wisdom of
Solomon
12:13, 16-19

Psalm
86:11-17

Romans
8:12-25

Matthew
13:24-30,
36-43

July 30
8th Pentecost,
Proper 12

1 Kings
3:5-12

Psalm
119:129-136

Romans
8:26-39

Matthew
13:31-33,
44-52
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Name of a family you’d like to be in a group with: _________________________________

Matthew
11:16-19,
25-30

Are you members of a church? ____ If so, which one? ____________________________

Romans
7:15-25a

Allergies or other medical conditions: ___________________________________________

July 16
6th Pentecost,
Proper 10

Psalm
145:8-15

__________________________________________________________________

Zechariah
9:9-12

Matthew
10:40-42

__________________________________________________________________

July 9
5th Pentecost,
Proper 9

Romans
6:12-23

Adult(s) who’ll be attending VBS with child:

Psalm
89:1-4, 15-18

Date of birth: ______________ School grade entering this fall: _____

Jeremiah
28:5-9

Gospel

Child’s Age: ____

July 2
4th Pentecost,
Proper 8

Second Reading

Home Phone: _______________ E-mail: ________________________________________

Psalm

City: _____________________________________ State: ___ Zip: _________________

First Reading

Street Address: ________________________________________

Curry, saying he feared he might be treading on dangerous ground, urged Episcopa-

Child’s Name: __________________________________________

truth is what we’re talking about now is a
way of following Jesus. It is about being
formed as followers of Jesus and, out of
that, making a witness in the world that
makes difference and bearing witness to a
way of being Christian, which doesn’t
sound like much” but deeply matters when
“even Christianity has been hijacked.”

lians to listen to political rhetoric with what
might be called biblically-informed ears.
“When you sometimes listen to voices that
pretend to represent Christianity in our
public life and public sphere, listen carefully to what is said and what is not,” he
said. Do you hear the words of the Sermon
on the Mount, or Matthew 25, the summary
of the law or Jesus’ words at the Last Supper about love and serving others, he
asked.

~ VBS 2017 Registration Form ~

(continued from p. 1)
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Bread from Heaven
Set-Up Thursday, July 13, at 3:00
Shopping Saturday, July 15, at 8:30
Want to be blessed beyond your wildest
dreams? Come help serve our shoppers
at Bread from Heaven. You’ll meet some
wonderful, kind, loving
people who just happen
to need a little help right
now. You’ll be greeted
with hugs and smiles and
maybe even some tears
as you hear people’s stories and fill their cars with
groceries.
Even if you can’t be with us on Saturday,
please think of our needy friends when
you’re grocery shopping. We need canned
vegetables, cereal, paper towels, and
meat. Hunters for the Hungry keeps us
stocked with venison during hunting season, but we’re running low right now.
Thanks!

School Supply Drive
Michael Darnell will be
teaching third grade at Mary
Wright Elementary in Spartanburg this fall. Let’s fill his
classroom with everything
he and his students will need! You’ll find
tags on the wall in the hallway with items
he would love to have. Just take a tag or
two, purchase the items, and bring them to
the church by Sunday, August 6.
In addition to the standard school supplies,
Michael wants to be able to set up an independent reading area in the classroom.
He wants to furnish it with two beanbag
chairs and a rug. And he wants to stock
his bookcase with third-grade-level books,
used or new. The Boxcar Children series
is an example of third-grade reading.
Thanks for helping Michael do amazing
things for the students God will send his
way!

Peach Festival
Come help us get the
word out about Bread
from Heaven and our fabulous church by
staffing our booth at the Peach Festival.
Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway
to help staff the booth.

As we head into the
summer months,
please keep your
church pledge in
mind. We’ll all be
away more in the
summer, but the
church’s expenses
don’t take a break.
Remember—you can always mail your donation in, even if you won’t be here! Thank
you for all you do to make our life and work
here at Incarnation possible.

The Church Office will be closed
Tuesday, July 4,
for Independence Day.

May Totals:

Have a blessed and safe holiday!

Year-to-Date Totals through May:

Income:
Expenses:

Income:
Expenses:
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Lawn Care

Saturday, July 15
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Thanks to everyone
who’s working so hard
to keep our grounds
manicured. There are
still spots available if
you’d like to take a
week. You can either
mow the lawn yourself or hire someone to
do it. Carla has put
the name and number of her guy on the
bulletin board. Or
Randy will arrange
for his neighbor JW
to do it for you - just
write “JW” next to
your name when you
sign up.

Work Days
We’ve gotten so much accomplished inside and out this spring—thank you to everyone who helped out. We’ll take a break
from work days for the summer and get
back at it in the fall. But feel free to stop by
and weed a bed or two any time!!

$11,753.26
$12,351.08

$63,170.32
$62,804.87
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