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Growing up I
dreaded Lent. It
was a season of
sacrifice, of giving up things we
loved. Because
Jesus wanted us
to. I never really
understood that why Jesus would
want me to give
up something wonderful like diet Coke
(except it was Tab back then). Was my
suffering meant to alleviate his on the
cross? It didn’t make sense.
Lent is something very different to me now.
It’s a season of drawing closer to Jesus, of
being intentional about the spiritual disciplines I mean to do but don’t always set
aside the time for. It’s not about suffering,
it’s about re-orienting myself toward God
and his abundant love for me. Now that
may mean giving up some of the things
that have been standing in the way of my
relationship with God, but that doesn’t entail suffering so much as it provides the joy
of a deeper relationship with God.
The ways to draw closer to God in Lent are
as many and varied as we are, and the
following pages are full of concrete ideas
and resources for you and your family.
Some may choose to expand their prayer
lives, others to study the scriptures more
intentionally. Some may incorporate daily
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worship into their lives, and others may
commit to doing more service work during
the season. And some may choose the
more traditional “fast,” giving up a beloved
food or beverage so that, each time you
crave that treat, you turn your thoughts
instead to Jesus and so grow closer to him
through your fast.
We begin Lent by recalling the forty days
Jesus spent in the wilderness in prayer
and fasting. And we sing the words of
Claudia Frances Hernaman:
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Lord, who throughout these forty days
for us didst fast and pray,
teach us with thee to mourn our sins,
and close by thee to stay.
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And through these days of penitence,
and through thy Passiontide,
yea, evermore, in life and death,
Jesus! with us abide.
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Abide with us, that so, this life
of suffering overpast,
an Easter of unending joy
we may attain at last!

May your Lent be filled with the
deep peace and joy that comes
from a renewed relationship with
Jesus. I’ll raise a diet Coke to
that!
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Keeping Lent for Kids
Educators agree
that six weeks is
too long to expect
little ones to stay
focused on one
Lenten discipline.
Instead, they suggest picking six
different disciplines to take on for a week
at a time. It could be giving up six different
things. Or read a Bible story every night
for one week, pray together every night for
a week, and so on.
Another suggestion is to challenge your
children to do a random act of kindness
every day all Lent. Since these acts are
always different, the discipline is sustainable. One friend of mine makes a chart
with slots for each child each day of Lent.
Each evening they write down their act
done that day. As the weeks stretch on,
the children can see that one little act of
kindness done each day adds up to making a big difference in the world over time.

Keeping Lent for Teens and Adults
“Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John”
This daily devotional booklet is made available to us through the Society of St. John
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the Evangelist.
Each day
a verse
from
John invites us
to reflect
on Jesus, who he is and what he does in
our lives. On the website
www.meetingjesusinjohn.org you can sign
up to receive daily videos in which the
brothers offer their thoughts on what each
day’s verse means to them and suggestions for how to pray with it. The journal
(available at no charge on the table in the
narthex) gives you each day’s verse with
plenty of room to write or draw your reflections that day. We’ll gather on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 to share our reflections
and become inspired for another week as
we meet Jesus anew.

Sunday
28

4th Epiphany 29

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Server Training
4
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Tues
30

6

5:30
Sewcialize

25

5:30
Sewcialize

2nd Lent 26
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1
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Fri
2

13

14
Ash 15
Wednesday

5:30 Kids’
Choir
6:00 Supper
6:30 Service

5:30
Sewcialize

20

6:30
EfM
27

6:30
EfM

21
5:30 Kids’
Choir
6:00 Supper
6:30 Service
28
5:30 Kids’
Choir
6:00 Supper
6:30 Service

2:00
Bread
From
Heaven
Set-Up

22
5:30
Sewcialize
1
5:30
Sewcialize

Sat
3
10-12
Cookie
Baking
Event

Rector’s
Sabbath
9

10

5:00
Oyster
Roast
Set-Up

5:30
Sewcialize

12:00 Ash
Wed Service

1st Lent 19

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

Thurs

5:30
Sewcialize

6:30
EfM

5:30
Sewcialize

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

31

6:30
EfM

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Ed
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Vestry Meeting
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Weds

Rector’s
Sabbath

Last Epiphany 12

Lent Madness
Spend Lent getting to
know some remarkable
saints of the faith - and
have a blast doing it! The
saints square off in a
March-madness-type bracket, and each
day you learn about two of them and then
vote for your favorite. Sign up at
www.lentmadness.org to receive daily
emails with the saints’ biographies - written
by a hilarious host of Episcopalians - and
a link to voting. Or like them on Facebook
to receive daily updates in your feed.

5:30
Sewcialize

5th Epiphany 5

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Worship Committee Meeting
11:45 Oyster Roast Committee Meeting
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Mon

16
Rector’s
Sabbath

23

2:00 Oyster
Roast
Cooking
begins
6-8 Oyster
Roast
17
8:30-12
Bread from
Heaven

24

Rector’s
Sabbath

2

3

Rector’s
Sabbath
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Date

Feb. 4
10:30am

Feb. 11
10:30am

Feb 14
6:30pm

Feb. 18
10:30am

Feb. 25
10:30am

Crucifer

Owen Dearing

Niccie Dear-

Tyler P

Peyton Hughey

Zoe Dearing

Lector 1

Ben Torres

Scott Glidden

None

Tyler Proctor

Brad Hughey

Cynthia Glidden Tyler Proctor

None

Jon Nathan

Don Bird

None

Niccie Dearing

Ann Torres

Don Bird

Niccie Dearing

Hoffman Family

Greene Family

Dawn Bridges
Freyah Batten
Jennie Hamrick

Niccie Dearing
Cathy Roberts

Lector 2

Intercessor Cynthia Glidden
Euch. Min.
Greeters
Altar Guild

Robin Childers
Don Bird

John Gelok

Tyler Proctor Niccie D
Torres Family

Jackie Hoffman Marty Marett Jackie H
Carla Winter
Hope Greene Carla W

Godly Play

None

Hope Greene
Marty Marett

None

Julia Self
Ann Torres

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Brick by
Brick

None

Ree Batten
Don Bird

None

Ree Batten
Don Bird

Ree Batten
Don Bird

Nursery

Jennie Hamrick

Marty Marett

None

Cathy Roberts

Carla Winter

Children’s
Chapel

Jackie Hoffman
Don Bird
Carla Winter
Sara Harding

None

Jennie Hamrick
Jon Nathan

Robin Childers
Cathy Roberts

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Ginny Kidd

Coffee
Hour
Counters

PewRacks
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Breakfast

Marty Marett

None

Ann Torres
Jon Nathan

Scott Glidden
Ed Hoffman

None

Cynthia Glidden
John Gelok

Ellie Bird
Ben Torres

Niccie Dearing

Hope Greene

None

Freyah Batten

Cora Torres
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Forward Day by Day

Online Morning and Evening Prayer

Looking for a
more traditional devotional? This
little booklet,
available at
no cost on
the table in
the narthex,
offers daily
scripture readings and reflections to inspire
you to draw closer to Jesus. You can also
find the daily offerings online at
www.forwardmovement.org - just click on
the Forward Day by Day tab and go to Today’s Meditation.

The Mission of St. Clare makes it easy to
pray the daily office each morning or evening. The entire text is printed for you on
their website www.missionstclare.com
complete with hymn accompaniment you
can sing along to, all the day’s readings,
and a brief introduction to whatever saint is
commemorated on that particular day.

Godly Play

just like one of you...

Ages 3 - 2nd Grade
Sundays at 9:30
The children will explore
Jesus’ last days as we
move into Lent. For this
month, their topics will be:
Feb 11 - The Parable of the
Good Samaritan
I wonder what would happen if the person finding the
injured traveler were a child
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Or want to pray the office from the Prayer
Book any time of day, anywhere?
Download the ECP app for your phone and
take the Prayer Book with you wherever
you go! Try Morning Prayer starting on
page 75, Evening Prayer starting on page
115, or one of the brief devotions on pages
137-140.

Feb 18 - Jesus in the Wilderness
I wonder how Jesus felt
when the Spirit of God filled
him...
Feb 25 - Jesus and the
Children
I wonder what Jesus said to
the children… And I wonder what the children said
to Jesus...
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voice, your actions, your vote, your life?

Brick by Brick
Grades 3-6
Sundays at 9:30
The ‘tweens will
also explore some
Lenten themes as
they walk with Jesus from his temptation in the wilderness through his
death on the cross.
Feb. 11 - The Temptation of Jesus
I wonder if you know the difference between a miracle and magic...
Feb 18 - Jesus enters Jerusalem
I wonder if it was ever hard for the disciples to trust Jesus...
Feb 25 - Jesus Cleans House
I wonder what are okay things to do in a
place of worship...

TeenText
Grades 7-12
Sundays at 9:30
Our youth will explore the messages for
their lives in each week’s assigned readings.
Feb 11 - 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
What does it mean, to you, to proclaim
Christ as Lord? What does it look like for
this proclamation to happen with your
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Feb 18 - Mark 1:9-15
What spiritual practices do you turn to
when you feel
tempted? How
might you use the
season of Lent to be
intentional about
participating in these
practices?
Feb 25 - Mark 8:31-38
Jesus accuses Peter of setting his mind on
“human things.” What human things
threaten to steal your focus the most?

Adult Education
Sundays at 9:30
This
month
we’ll begin our
discussions
about
meeting
Jesus - where and how we find him alive
and at work in us. We’ll share the insights
we’ve gleaned from the week’s reflections
in “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John”
and then go beyond its pages to explore all
the ways we meet Jesus in Lent. How did
you first meet Jesus? Whom have you
helped meet Jesus? We’ll explore.
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Please remember before God those
who’ve asked for our prayers.
The Sick
Lilly Mueller
Tate Nicolini
Diane & Paul Scarpone
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Jake Blackwell
Melissa Bridgwood
Renée Carnes
Adam Delang
Jonah DeLang
Isaac Gelok
Melissa Gray
Jacob Greene
Ginger Horton
Joan Lyman
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Ted Opie
Debra Rich
Jeremiah St. Sauver
Keith Smith
Angharad Torres
Kim Turner

Randy Pirkey
Ellis Greene
Warren Greene
Don Bird
Ed Hoffman

Feb. 4
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 20
Feb. 21

Our family grew on January 7! Congratulations to Callie Wallace who was baptized,
Jenn Wallace who was confirmed, and Jayci
Blanton who was received. We love y’all!

Sunday, January 7
Sunday, January 14
Bread from Heaven, January 20
Sunday, January 21
Sunday, January 28

100
39
69
42
40

Those expecting children:
Jason and Jessica Niblack Kanupp
Those who’ve died:
Richard O’Keeffe
Sue Horne
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Jamie Greene
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December Totals
Income:
Expenses:

$14,167.79
$12,027.46

Year-to-Date Totals through November:
Income:
$137,728.97
Expenses:
$146,208.21
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Pastoral Care – Carla Winter (non-vestry)
 birthday and anniversary cards to parishioners
 cards to special friends at Christmas,
Valentine’s, and Easter
 get meals to folks in crisis
 make sure we communicate emergencies to the parish
 follow up with visitors (Jenny)
 send sympathy cards on important anniversaries like the death of a spouse
 arrange pastoral visits (Jenny):

Worship – Tyler Proctor
 recruit, train, and schedule servers:
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when needed
lectors (OT and NT)
intercessors
Eucharistic Ministers
Greeters
 serve on the committee which plans
Sunday and special worship services
 on Sundays, make sure each server
spot is filled
Your vestry also continues to look at ways
to cut our costs. They voted to increase
the charge for flowers to $50 a week.
They cut each month’s mission giving from
$100 to $50. And they agreed to look into
getting rid of our fax line. All this is part of
the ongoing attempt to balance our budget.

First Reading

Psalm

February 4
5th Epiphany

Isaiah
40:21-31

Psalm
147:1-12, 21c

February 11
Last Epiphany

2 Kings
2:1-12

Psalm
50:1-6

2 Corinthians
4:3-6

Mark
9:2-9

February 18
First Lent

Genesis
9:8-17

Psalm
25:1-9

1 Peter
3:18-22

Mark
1:9-15

February 25
Second Lent

Genesis
17:1-7, 15-16

Psalm
22:22-30

Romans
4:13-25

Mark
8:31-38

1 Corinthians
9:16-23

Mardi Gras Oyster Roast

Bread from Heaven

Set-Up Friday, Feb 9 at 5:00
Cooking Saturday, Feb 10 at 2:00
Oyster Roast Saturday, Feb 10, 6-8 pm

Set-Up Thursday, Feb. 15 at 2:00
Shopping Saturday, Feb. 17, at 8:30

Eucharist with Ashes 12:00 noon






Second Reading

We begin our Wednesday evening offerings on Ash Wednesday. At 5:30 the kids
will practice the anthems they’ll share dur-

ing 10:30 services all
season. Then at 6:00
we’ll all share a supper
of soup and sandwiches
- sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway to
bring all or part of a
week’s meal. Then at
6:30 we’ll begin our kidfriendly worship service.
Each week we’ll enjoy a
dramatic presentation of
one part of Jesus’ passion and we’ll make a cross craft to take
home. On Ash Wednesday, the service
will include the Imposition of Ashes, and all
weeks will include the Eucharist. Join us
as we meet Jesus in his suffering for us.

Ash Wednesday

 crucifers
 torches and thurifers

Gospel
Mark
1:29-39
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Begin the introspection of Lent
with this remembrance of our
sinfulness and frailty.

Lent Wednesday Evenings
5:30 Kids’ Choir Practice
6:00 Supper
6:30 Kid-Friendly Worship
February 14 - March 21

Join us for a great night of
succulent seafood and fabulous friends as we put on
our biggest fundraiser of the
year. Want to be part of
making it happen? Sign up
on the bulletin board in the
hallway - there are jobs for everyone! And
make sure all your friends have purchased
their tickets, too!
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As you’re filling your shopping cart with
warm, filling food, please remember those
who aren’t as fortunate. Bread from
Heaven needs canned vegetables and
warm soups as well as
pasta and spaghetti
sauce. Your donations
really make a difference
as they feed the body
but also let the soul
know it isn’t alone.
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Buildings and Grounds –
Randy Pirkey
 make sure the building
is cleaned
 attend to any maintenance and repair issues
see that the lawns are cut and trimmed
regularly
ask volunteer teams to sign up to either
cut the grass or pay someone else to
work on getting our utility costs down /
our buildings more energy efficient
drapes in the parish hall
hold parish work days for weeding and
deep cleaning needs
 Friday, February 2 at 9:00am to
spruce up inside for oyster roast
 Saturday, March 24 at 9:00am to prepare grounds for Easter
spruce up the bathrooms
oversee the Community Garden

Christian Education – Jennie
Hamrick
 recruit, train, and schedule
nursery volunteers
 recruit, train, and schedule
Children’s Chapel volunteers
 make sure they have
their lessons
 emphasize stewardship with the children
 make sure Godly Play is running
smoothly
 make sure Brick by Brick is running
smoothly
 make sure TeenText is running smoothly
6

 make sure Adult Education is running

smoothly
 make sure VBS runs smoothly
Evangelism – Mike Johnson / Niccie Dearing
 seasonal displays on
the lawn to increase
visibility
 stable in Advent and
Christmas
 cross and colored scarves in Lent
and Easter
 plant red flowers at Pentecost
 booths at festivals:
 Blacksburg Iron City Festival (April
21, 2018)
 Cowpens Might Moo Festival (June
16, 2018?)
 Gaffney Peach Festival (July 14,
2018?)
 Chesnee Farm Festival (July 28,
2018?)
 booths to include:
 someone available to pray with
people
 prayer request cards
 display board with photos of parish activities
 parish brochure
 brochure about the Episcopal
Church
 sing carols during Limestone’s luminaries (to coincide with the parish Christmas Party) (Saturday, December 8,
2018?)
 encourage inviting guests to the Oyster
Roast and Animal Blessing
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 make parish brochures available
 Sunday, April 22 bring-a-friend event:
 outdoor service
 picnic: guys smoke pork butts, cov-

ered dish sides
 advertise with “walk-ins welcome”
 make sure we’re utilizing electronic me-

dia
 update the web site
 online giving on website (Clover









hosting charges 1%)
 make sure we’re posting on Facebook
 get us onto other social media (via
designfeed):
 Instagram
 Twitter
 Pinterest
Encourage people take pictures
Get brochures to the Chamber of Commerce
research getting information to new
Limestone students and faculty
discuss having a convocational table at
Spartanburg festivals:
 Spring Fling (April 28, 2018)
 Upstate Pride in October
send information about events to the
Visitors’ Center for Get into Gaffney
send mailings to folks moving into Gaffney
 research real estate transactions
online
 send:
 welcome letter
 breakfast coupons
 parish brochure
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Hospitality – Scott Glidden
 hold receptions after funerals and baptisms (set
up, get food there, clean up)
 oversee suppers on
Wednesdays in Advent and
Lent (set up, get food there, clean up)
make sure we have breakfasts on the
first Sunday of the month
make sure the oyster roast runs
smoothly (Saturday, February 10, 2018)
 gather committee in October to begin
organize a quarterly covered-dish supper with crafts for kids
oversee Maundy Thursday (either agape
meal or seder meal)
organize grilling chicken for the outdoor
Pentecost celebration
organize the Easter Brunch (set-up and
clean-up)
take care of the kitchen (keep pantry and
shelves organized, make sure we’re
stocked with paper products and drink
mixes)
make sure coffee hour is taken care of

Outreach – Niccie Dearing /
Mike Johnson
 oversee Bread from
Heaven (gathering and distributing food, publicizing)
 monthly sign-up sheets for volunteers
 special offering for the shoppers at
Thanksgiving and Christmas
 Invite papers to come see
 oversee gifts for a family at Christmas
(find family, get needs, share needs with
congregation, gather gifts, deliver gifts)
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