February 2019
Every February the greeting
card companies and florists
and purveyors of chocolate
make certain our hearts and
minds turn toward a celebration of love.
And love is a lovely, even a Christian, ideal. I know I’m to love God and love my
neighbor. But all the hearts and flowers
gloss over how hard love is, how difficult it
is to love those who are difficult, and how
agonizing it is to love those who can’t return our love.

A poet whose work always
makes me think, Mary Oliver,
died last month. From an early age she found herself more
at home in nature than among
people as she wrestled with the difficult
questions of life. One of her works,
“Spring,” wonders how we can love a world
that is so painful, so cruel, so violent, a
world that inevitably leads to death. She
finds her answer in nature.
Spring

- Mary Oliver
Somewhere
a black bear
has just risen from sleep
and is staring
down the mountain.
All night
in the brisk and shallow restlessness
of early spring
I think of her,
her four black fists
flicking the gravel,
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her tongue
like a red fire
touching the grass,
the cold water.
There is only one question:
how to love this world.
I think of her
rising
like a black and leafy ledge
to sharpen her claws against
the silence
of the trees.
Whatever else
my life is
with its poems
and its music
and its glass cities,
it is also this dazzling darkness
coming
down the mountain,
breathing and tasting;
all day I think of her -—
her white teeth,
her wordlessness,
her perfect love.
When we pay attention to
the world around us - to nature, to people, to the complexities of the simplest
things - it’s hard not to see the love of the
Creator already imprinted on every molecule. How could we do other than love all
that has been so lovingly created? May
God open our eyes and our hearts to such
love this Valentine’s season.
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Breakfast

Sunday, February 3
9:30 am
The men have a fabulous
meal planned of either
waffles or French toast
with bacon and sausage, eggs, and (I
hope!) grits. Men, gather at 8:00 to make
the magic happen. Even if you have no
experience in the kitchen, Chef Ben can
make you a pro in no time!

Mardi Gras Oyster Roast

Set-Up Friday, March 1 at 5:oo
Cooking Saturday, March 2 at 2:00
Oyster Roast Saturday, March 2, 6-8
Clean-Up Saturday, March 2 at 8:00
Join us for a fun evening of delicious food
and even better fellowship. We’ll open our
doors to the community
and feast on oysters

Bread from Heaven

Appointments Thursday, Feb. 14 at 8am
Set-Up Thursday, Feb. 14 at 2pm
Shopping Saturday, Feb. 16 at 8:30am
Want to spend Valentine’s weekend putting
your love into action? Come volunteer at
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(steamed and fried), boiled
shrimp, fried fish, jambalaya, slaw, and hush puppies. Tea will be provided,
but you’re welcome to bring
your own beverage as well.
This is our big fundraise for the year, and
we’ll need all hands on deck to make it
happen. Please sign up on the bulletin
board in the hallway to participate by selling tickets before or after services, helping
set up, cooking, running food to the buffet
tables, or helping clean up. We’ll also sell
desserts, so we need volunteers to bake
and then staff the dessert table.
And be sure to invite all your friends
and neighbors to
join us. Tickets
are $30 for adults,
$10 for ages 7-12,
and free for children 6 and under.
Single-serve takeout plates are
available for $20.

Bread from Heaven! We’ll make sure our
hungry friends leave with food for their
bodies but also full of the love of God
which will nourish their souls. You can
take prayer requests, help shoppers, restock shelves, or carry bags to cars there’s a job for everyone!
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Godly Play

Sundays at 9:30am
Ages 3 - 2nd Grade
This month the children
will explore some of Jesus’ parables, stories
that come in gold boxes because they’re
precious gifts.

Feb. 17 - Jesus Walks on the Water
I wonder if Jesus ever lets one of his children drown...
Feb. 24 - Jesus Raises Lazarus from the
Dead
I wonder what it felt like to be brought back
from the dead…

Feb. 10 - The Parable of the Great Pearl
I wonder what could be so precious that a
person would exchange everything for it...
Feb. 17 - The Parable of the Leaven
I wonder why the person put the leaven in
the loaf...
Feb. 24 - The Parable of the Sower
I wonder what the harvest could really
be…

Savage Mayhem

Sundays at 9:30am
Grades 7-12
The teens continue their exploration of
each week’s lessons:
Feb. 10 - Luke 5:1-11
At Jesus’ insistence, Peter put out the nets
again and hauled in a miraculous catch.
What “catch” would you ask Jesus to give
you?

Brick by Brick

Sundays at 9:30am
Grades 3-6
Our older children will explore Jesus’ life
and ministry using Lego creations.
Feb. 10 - Jesus Calms the Sea
I wonder what the calm sounded like...
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Feb. 17 - Luke 6:17-26
What emojis would you use to describe
each of the beatitudes in Luke? We’ll discuss.
Feb. 24 - Luke 6:27-38
We’ll look at stories from the news in light
of how Jesus fleshes out his message of
loving all people. How might the news stories change if the people involved lived the
way Jesus describes?

3

Episcopalians 101

Sundays at 9:30
Beginning in Lent, March 10

Praying the Anglican Rosary
Sundays at 9:30
Adults

Does your mind wander when you
try to still yourself to pray? Anglican Prayer Beads may be a very
useful tool for you to use.
Suzanne Edwards-Acton from the Center
for Action and Contemplation will lead us
through a video course describing the origins of prayer beads and the theology behind them. And we’ll explore a wide variety of prayer forms to use with beads.
Come see how this ages-old tool might
enhance your prayer life in the new year.

The season of Lent begins
next month with Ash Wednesday on March 6. And, as has
become our custom, we’ll mark
Lent with Wednesday evening
activities geared especially for
our youngest members. Our
schedule will be:
5:30pm - Kids’ Choir Practice
The children will practice the anthems
they’ll sing during Lent.
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Are you considering joining the Episcopal
Church from another denomination?
Would you like to be Confirmed when the
bishop is here in September? Are you just
curious to learn more about why we do all
the peculiar things we do in church? Jenny+ will explain it all! Come join us for a
casual romp through
the history, beliefs, and
worship of the Episcopal Church. Classes
will be interactive,
hands-on, and practical. And we’ll try to
answer all your questions along the way.
Come explore!

6:00pm - Supper
A simple meal of soup and sandwiches.
Watch the bulletin board in the hallway for
the sign-up sheet.
6:30pm Worship and Craft
This year the children will concentrate on
learning to PAUSE during each day to talk
with God. We’ll explore a variety of practices and tools to make this a rewarding,
life-long, and fun habit - hopefully for the
adults as well as the children! Plan to join
us!
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Altar Flowers
Dedicating the week’s altar flowers is a special
way to commemorate a
birthday, anniversary, or
some other special date.
The altar guild orders the
flowers and picks them up
for you, and they’re yours to take home
and enjoy after the 10:30 service. Sign up
on the bulletin board in the hallway to
sponsor a week’s flowers for $50; simply
put “flowers” in the memo line of your
check and drop it in the offering plate.

Sewcialize

Mondays and Thursdays
5:30pm
Do you enjoy quilting, crocheting, or some
other craft? Bring your supplies and join
us as we gather and create. We’ll even
help you learn a new craft and coach you
along the way!

Have you ever wondered what happens to
the flowers on weeks they either aren’t
sponsored or just aren’t taken home?
Cathy Roberts puts them into smaller vases and takes them to the hospital or a
nursing home so they can spread God’s
love to those who’re suffering. Isn’t that a
wonderful ministry? Thank you, Cathy!

Convocation Meeting
Sunday, Feb. 3 at 3:00
St. Christopher’s

Those you elected to represent you at the
Diocesan level (Mike Johnson, David Taylor, Scott Glidden, and Jennie Hamrick) will
meet with the other delegates from our area to begin the process of making the Diocesan budget for 2020.
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But that’s not all! In the fall of 2018 we
delivered 106 red crocheted hats to the
American Heart Association for premature
babies and delivered 23 afghans and quilts
for the residents at Peachtree Center Nursing Home. That’s on top of our many donations to the Cherokee Crisis Pregnancy
Center. Come help us make a difference
in our community.
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Vestry Goals 2019
Buildings and Grounds – Niccie Dearing
• make sure the building is cleaned
• attend to any maintenance and repair
issues
• put “punch list” on the bulletin board
• see that the lawns are cut and trimmed
regularly - ask volunteers to pay for
Bobby Goodson to do the work
• hold parish work days for weeding and
deep cleaning needs
• Saturday, February 23 at 9:00
for indoor tasks
• Saturday, April 6 at 9:00am to
prepare grounds for Easter
• paint hallway bathrooms off-white
• Repaint / correct the sign out front
• plant red flowers at Pentecost
• oversee the Community Garden
• keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area
Christian Education – Carla Winter
• recruit, train, and schedule nursery volunteers
• recruit, train, and schedule Children’s
Chapel volunteers
• make sure Godly Play is running
smoothly
• make sure Brick by Brick is running
smoothly
• make sure Savage Mayhem is running
smoothly
• make sure Adult Education is running
smoothly
• make sure VBS runs smoothly
• make sure youth group is running
smoothly
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•

keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area

Evangelism – Mike Johnson
• seasonal displays on the lawn to increase visibility
• booths at festivals:
• Blacksburg Iron City Festival
• Cowpens Might Moo Festival
• Chesnee Carolina Farm Festival
• Spartanburg’s Upstate Pride
Festival
• sing carols during Limestone’s luminaries (to coincide with the parish Christmas Party)
• encourage inviting guests to the Oyster
Roast and Animal Blessing
• Sunday, May 19, 2019 bring-a-friend
event:
• help organize Halloween Trunk or
Treat event with Limestone Presbyterian, Buford St. Methodist, and St.
Paul’s Lutheran
• make sure we’re utilizing electronic
media
• Research feeding the Gaffney High
football team in exchange for publicity
during games
• Encourage people to take pictures
• Get brochures to the Chamber of Commerce
• Participate in Limestone College’s welcome cookout for new students
• send information about events to the
Visitors’ Center for Get into Gaffney
• organize Fall Fling event September
29, 2019
• make a plan to reach out to internation-
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•
•

•

al students at Limestone College
organize serving a Thanksgiving meal
for Limestone students in town over
the holiday
make welcome bags available for visitors
keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area

Hospitality – Julie Taylor
• hold receptions after funerals and baptisms
• oversee suppers on Wednesdays in
Advent and Lent
• make sure we have breakfasts on the
first Sunday of the month
• make sure the oyster roast runs
smoothly (Saturday, March 2, 2019)
• oversee Maundy Thursday food
• organize meal for May 19, 2019 Bringa-Friend event
• organize meal for after the Fall Fling on
September 29, 2019
• organize the Easter Brunch
• take care of the kitchen
• make sure coffee hour is taken care of
• keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area
Outreach – Scott Glidden
• oversee Bread from Heaven
• oversee gifts for a family at Christmas
• organize Kids’ Cookie Baking event for
cookies to be given at our 5th Anniversary Bread from Heaven on September
21, 2019
• make Sewcialize brochures available
to Bread from Heaven shoppers
• keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area
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Pastoral Care – Brooke Zavala
• birthday and anniversary cards to parishioners
• cards to special friends at Christmas,
Valentine’s, and Easter
• get meals to folks in crisis
• make sure we communicate emergencies to the parish
• send sympathy cards on important anniversaries like the death of a spouse
• see that we start a closed Facebook
page on which to notify parishioners of
emergencies
• keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area
Worship – Ellie Bird
• recruit, train, and schedule servers:
• crucifers
• torches and thurifers when
needed
• lectors (OT and NT)
• intercessors
• Eucharistic Ministers
• Greeters
• serve on the committee which plans
Sunday and special worship services
• on Sundays, make sure each server
spot is filled
• oversee a joint Ash Wednesday service with Limestone Presbyterian,
Buford St. Methodist, Denton Methodist, and St. Paul’s Lutheran
• oversee the Palm Sunday procession
with Limestone Presbyterian, Buford
St. Methodist, Denton Methodist, and
St. Paul’s Lutheran
• keep an eye out for ways to involve
newer members in your ministry area
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Punch List
Do you see things
around our buildings
and grounds that need
repair? Make sure
Niccie knows about
them! Write them
down on the sheet on
the bulletin board in
the hallway, and put
your name too in case she has questions.
She’ll make sure items are addressed.

Roast. We’ll hang new ceiling fans and
curtains in the parish hall, paint the front
hallway bathrooms, give the kitchen a
deep cleaning, and maybe even figure out
how to eek more storage space out of our
closet off the parish hall. There will be
jobs for all ages and skill levels. Sign up
on the bulletin board in the hallway with
how you’d like to serve that day.

Indoor Work Day

Saturday, February 23 at 9:00
We have big goals for this day as we
spruce up the indoors before the Oyster
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First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel
Reading

February 3
4th Epiphany

Jeremiah
1:4-10

Psalm
71:1-6

1 Corinthians
13:1-13

Luke
4:21-30

February 10
5th Epiphany

Isaiah
6:1-13

Psalm
138

1 Corinthians
15:1-11

Luke
5:1-11

February 17
6th Epiphany

Jeremiah
17:5-10

Psalm
1

1 Corinthians
15:12-20

Luke
6:17-26

February 24
7th Epiphany

Genesis
45:3-11, 15

Psalm
37:1-12, 41-42

1 Corinthians
15:35-38,42-50

Luke
6:27-38
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The Sick:
Ashby Blakely
Alan Maxey

Randy Pirkey
Ellis Greene
Warren Greene
Don Bird
Ed Hoffman

The Homebound
and those with LongTerm Needs:
Jake Blackwell
Melissa Bridgwood
Bill Brown
Renée Carnes
Roy Cole
Jonah DeLang
Ann Ellison
Melissa Gray
Hannah Green
Kim Guthrie
Wayne Johnson
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Ted Opie
Debra Rich
Angharad Torres

Our deepest sympathies go to Dawn
Bridges on the death of her brother Nick
Wells on January 30. May he rest in
peace and rise in glory.

December Totals:
Income:
Expenses:

Those expecting children:
Those who’ve died:
Nick Wells, brother of Dawn Bridges
Those whose jobs
place them in
harm’s way:
Don Bird
Jamie Greene
Jacob Zavala

The Incarnation Word

Feb 4
Feb 12
Feb 12
Feb 20
Feb 21

$18,352.29
$13,959.26

Year-to-Date Totals through December
Income:
$166,390.16
Expenses: $162,246.48

Sunday, Jan 6

45

Sunday, Jan 13

47

Sat, Jan 19 - Bread from Heaven
Sunday, Jan 20

65
45

Sunday, Jan 27

48
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Date

February 3
4th Epiphany
10:30

February 10
5th Epiphany
10:30

February 17
6th Epiphany
10:30

February 24
7th Epiphany
10:30

Peyton Hughey

Niccie Dearing

Ellis Greene

Niccie Dearing

1st Lector

Scott Glidden

Hope Greene

Jon Nathan

Ben Torres

2nd Lector

Bobbi Albert

John Gelok

David Taylor

Cora Torres

Intercessor

Ann Torres

Ellie Bird

Jackie Hoffman

Cynthia Glidden

Eucharistic
Minister

Cynthia Glidden

Pat Gotautas+

Robin Childers

Peyton Hughey

Greeters

Dearing Family

Greene Family

Hoffman Family

Pirkey Family

Altar Guild

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Niccie Dearing,
Cathy Roberts

Godly Play

None

Marty Marett
Jenn Wallace

Ann Torres
Jon Nathan

Cynthia Glidden
Carol Pirkey

Brick by
Brick

None

Ree Batten
Ben Torres

Ree Batten
Ben Torres

Ree Batten
Ben Torres

Nursery

Jennie Hamrick

Marty Marett

Cathy Roberts

Carla Winter

Children’s
Chapel

Carla Winter
Renée McFalls

Sara Harding
Julie Taylor

Jon Nathan
Jennie Hamrick

Cathy Roberts
Robin Childers

Breakfast

Marty Marett

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Sudie Gelok
Ginnie Kidd

Scott Glidden
Ed Hoffman

John Gelok
Ben Torres

Jon Nathan
Ann Torres

Ellie Bird
Cynthia Glidden

Cora Torres

Hope Greene

Freyah Batten

Asher Torres

Available

Available

Available

Available

Crucifer

Coffee Hour
Counters
Pew Racks
Flowers
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Sunday
27

3rd Epiphany 28

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Oyster Roast Mtg.
3

3:00 Convocation Mtg.
5:00 Youth Group

5:00 Youth Group

5:00 Youth Group

24

5:30
Sewcialize

5:00 Youth Group
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30

Thurs
31

5:30 Sewcialize

6:30 EfM
6

7

Fri
1

Sat
2

Rector’s
Sabbath

8

9

6:30 EfM
12

5:30
Sewcialize

13

14

5:30
Sewcialize

5:30
Sewcialize

2:00 BfH
Set-Up

6:30 EfM
19

20

21

15

22

23
9-12
Indoor
Work Day

5:30 Sewcialize

6:30 EfM

No EfM

16

8:30-12
Rector’s
Bread from
Sabbath
Heaven

Rector’s
Sabbath

26

10:00
DOK

5:30
Sewcialize

8:00 BfH
Apts.

7th Epiphany 25

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist II

29

Weds

Rector’s
Sabbath

6th Epiphany 18

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Oyster Roast Mtg.

Tues

5

5th Epiphany 11

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Vestry
17

5:30
Sewcialize

4th Epiphany 4

8:30 Holy Eucharist I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist II
11:45 Worship Committee Meeting
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Mon

27

28

1
2
Rector’s
Sabbath
6-8pm
Oyster
5:30 Sew5:00
Roast
cialize
Set-Up
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308 College Drive
Gaffney, SC 29340
864-489-6183
www.incarnation-gaffney.org

The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation

The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
The Rt. Rev. W. Andrew Waldo
The Rev. Jenny Gettys
The Rev. Pat Gotautas
Mrs. Ann Batchler
Mr. Hal Tyson

Bishop of Upper S. C.
Rector
Deacon
Parish Sec. / Bookkeeper
Choir Director and Organist

2019 Vestry
Mike Johnson,
Niccie Dearing
Ellie Bird
Scott Glidden
Julie Taylor
Carla Winter
Brooke Zavala

Sr. Warden and Evangelism
Jr. Warden and Buildings / Grounds
Worship
Outreach
Hospitality
Christian Education
Pastoral Care

ex officio, David Taylor
ex officio, Pam Pingitore

Treasurer
Vestry Clerk

864-838-6646
803-280-0441
214-354-5397
704-473-7318
864-838-5591
864-489-2636
864-491-1872
864-838-5602
864-415-2209

