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When will we be back in Church?
It’s the question on all our hearts and
minds. And there’s no easy, clear answer.
Bishop Waldo has laid out a plan of gradual re-entry with different phases becoming
possible as state infection rates, as reported by the CDC, reach different milestones
of downward trend. And while our state
was closed, the numbers were trending
downward. This week, though, has shown
a leveling and even climbing rate of infection. What that means for Incarnation is
that the end of June, which your vestry had
targeted as the time for us to begin our
gradual re-entry to in-person worship, is
probably overly optimistic. It will more than
likely be into July before we can worship in
our church building, and even then we’ll be
limited in how many can attend. And it’s
impossible at this point to guess what the
fall and winter months will hold as we anticipate a resurgence of disease.
With you, I mourn. I miss seeing you all,
being near you, hugging you. I miss singing together. I miss our raucous passing of
the peace. I miss the little ones rushing in
to tell us what they learned in Children’s
Chapel that day. And I desperately miss
the intimacy and mystery of Communion,
all of us gathered at one rail to receive the
one bread and one cup.
As much as I miss all these things, I gladly
give them up to protect you all from any
infection I may have. Love requires that
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sacrifice, and I embrace it gladly for you,
my dear friends.

Meanwhile, our doors may be closed, but
Incarnation is alive and thriving. We had
120 people worshipping with us on Easter
Sunday—and our building only holds 100!
Record numbers continue to join us for
weekday and Sunday services on Facebook, including many lapsed members,
members who now live elsewhere, and
new friends. Online giving has made it
easy for worshippers to make donations,
and we’ve been able to pay all our bills
through this time. We’ve figured out a
safe, contact-free way to get food into our
friends’ hands at Bread from Heaven. In
every way, we continue to be the Church.
So for at
least this
next
month, our
doors will
remain
closed but
Incarnation
will be wide open—just in new and different ways. As we celebrate the “birthday”
of the Church with the coming of the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost, we’re more aware than
usual that the Spirit continues to enliven
and inspire the Church to do new and wonderful things to spread the Good News of
God in Christ.
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Pentecost Sunday

Sunday, May 31 at 9:00
On our Facebook page
Pentecost is one of the
great feasts of the church
year, right up there with
Christmas and Easter.
It’s the day we remember
the coming of the Holy
Spirit on the disciples,
empowering them to go
out and share the good
news with others. In this sense, Pentecost
is the birthday of the Church, the day Jesus’ followers first gathered in worship and
were equipped to go share Christ’s love
with the world. So we’re going to celebrate!
Go Red
The color of the day is red for the flames
that were seen to alight on the disciples’
heads as they received the Holy Spirit. It’s
a great day to wear red as you gather for
the service. And take pictures of red
things you see around you and post them
to the comments as we worship.

out the template that will be
posted with the day’s service
booklet and gather a few
simple supplies: crayons or
markers, scissors, a pencil
with an eraser, and a push
pin or thumb tack. Then
watch the service for instructions!
Family Fun
There are lots of ways for your family to
continue the celebration of Pentecost at
home. Because wind is one way we describe the Holy Spirit, you may want to celebrate the strength of the wind by flying
kites together. You could bake and decorate a birthday cake celebrating the birthday of the church. Or continue with the
fire imagery by gathering around a campfire and roasting marshmallows. Even
though we can’t be together as a church
family, there are lots of ways we can celebrate this day and make it special.

Foreign Language Readings
On Pentecost, all the people gathered in
Jerusalem were able to hear the disciples
speaking in their own native languages.
We’ll re-enact that by offering a portion of
the reading in many different languages—
listen to see if you recognize the voices of
our parishioners.
At-Home Craft
The interactive sermon will be a craft that
you can do at home. You’ll need to print
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Morning Prayer

Kid-Friendly Evening Services

This service is a great way to ground our
days in Christ and one another. Want to
join us? Go on Facebook and find the
page for Episcopal Church of the Incarnation (like us, while you’re there). Each
weekday morning at 8:00 watch for the live
feed to start and join in. Let folks know
you’re there by typing a greeting in the
Comments. And be sure to list your prayer
concerns so we can all pray them together.
If you miss the service, you can always
watch it on our Facebook page later.

Our mid-week
Evening Prayer
services will be
geared especially
toward the younger ones, but will
offer messages we
all need to hear.
They’ll focus on a
set of Godly Play
lessons introducing us to some of the remarkable saints of the church, whose faith
and works can inspire us today.

Mondays through Fridays at 8:00am
On our Facebook page

Wednesdays at 5:00
On Zoom

June 3 - St. Patrick, who traveled for God
June 10 - St. Catherine of Sienna, who
showed people how to be fair for God
June 17 - St. Julian of Norwich, who was
quiet and wise for God
June 24 - St. Columba, who loved books
and people for God

For the season following Pentecost (which
begins June 1) we’ll make some changes
to the service booklet to reflect the new
season. All the materials for you to follow
the service are on our website. You can
also download the service booklet and lectionary readings directly. Can’t wait to
begin the days in prayer with you!
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To join the service, click on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87270349919?
pwd=amdxR29UR3VHU0NkclB6SCtKTGh
qUT09
Note that on June 10 and 17, while Jenny+
is on vacation, the services will be prerecorded and posted on our Facebook
page at service time. On June 24 we’ll be
back live on Zoom.
All the materials for you to follow these services will be on our website. You can
download the service booklet here.
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Sunday Morning Services

Zoom Coffee Hour

We’ll continue
to livestream
one service on
Sunday mornings at 9:00;
those who
aren’t up and
going by that
time can always watch it
later at their
convenience.
We’ll alternate
between a Rite
I service (the
language used at the normal 8:30 service)
and a Rite II service (the language of
10:30). But each week we’ll enjoy hymns
put together by Bobbi and Hal through
some complex technical wizardry. And
each week’s service will include a Children’s Sermon as well as a regular homily.
As we pass the peace, be sure to add your
name to the Comments so everyone can
greet you. We may not be in the same
building, but we can still gather together
and worship.

We may be
each in our own
homes, but we
can still gather
to laugh and
talk and catch
up. Each Sunday after service we’ll get
together on Zoom for virtual coffee hour
(bring your own coffee). To join us, click
on the following link:

Sundays at 9:00
On our Facebook page

Would you like to record yourself reading
one of the lessons or the Prayers of the
People? Email Jenny+ and I’ll put you on
the list! It’s been fun to see and hear one
another.
Each week the service booklet and children’s bulletins will be available on this
page of our website.
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Sundays at 10:00
On Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86718827011?
pwd=cGNiY2VkYm41RTRrZUM4bmdwTH
F5UT09

Music in the Services
Bobbi and Hal have brought
such joy to our worship services with their creative arrangements. Now they’ve
figured our how you can record your voice
at home on your phone and be part our
virtual choir. If you’d like to join in, email
Bobbi to let her know.
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Flowers

Donations

Even from my
home, flowers
add so much
to our worship services.
Would you
like to sponsor a week’s
flowers in
honor or
memory or
celebration of
someone or something special? Email
Jenny+ your request. Flowers cost $50
per week and you’re welcome to pick them
up from Jenny’s porch after Sunday’s service and enjoy them at home. Currently
flowers are scheduled for the following
weeks in June:
June 7 - Available
June 14 - Available
June 21 - Carla Winter
June 28 - Available

We’re so grateful for all of
you who’ve kept your
pledges current during
this time. We’ve made
sure there are a variety of
easy ways for you to make contributions:
• You can always mail a check to us:
Church of the Incarnation
308 College Drive
Gaffney, SC 29340
• Online contributions are easy. Just go
to our web site www.IncarnationGaffney.org and click the “Donate
Now” button or click here. To cover
the fees associated with this method of
giving, check the “cover fees” box.
• You can also text “Give” to (833)-5370569 to donate by text message. This
method also has a fee and a handy
“cover fees” box you can check.
Again, thank you for giving to the ministry
of this amazing church.

Graduates Parade
Congratulations to our two newest High School grads,
Ellis Greene and Warren Greene! Ellis is headed for
Wofford in the fall and Warren will study photography at
Greenville Technical College. We had so much fun parading by their house in our cars and honking and waving our love - thanks to everyone who participated.
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Bread from Heaven

Volunteers

I anticipate that this
month’s Bread from
Heaven will need to
be contact-free like
last month’s. So
here’s the plan:

If you feel it’s safe for you to do so, we’d
love your help. To volunteer, email Scott.
Volunteers will work in masks and gloves
at all times. You can volunteer to:
• Pack bags the week of June 15
• Take appointments at 8:00 Thursday
• Check people in on Saturday
• Serve on the 9:00-10:00 crew
• Serve on the 10:00-11:00 crew
• Serve on the 11:00-12:00 crew

Saturday, June 20
9:00 - 12:00

Bag Packing
During the week of June 15, a family of
volunteers will meet at the church to pack
60 bags of our best, most nutritious food to
give away.
Appointments
On Thursday, June 18, a volunteer will be
at the church at 8:00 to take appointments
by phone, signing up our shoppers for their
time slots on Saturday.
Shopping
On Saturday, June 20, we’ll need a small
crew of volunteers. One will stand at the
entrance to the parking lot to check off
shoppers as they arrive and to signal to
the runner how many families are in each
car (and so how many bags of food are
needed). Others volunteers will work in
teams of two: one will add frozen items to
the bags, staying in the kitchen, while the
other will run the bags one carload at a
time to a table. Each car will drive to the
table, get out and put the bag(s) in their
car, and drive on. This should make for a
contact-free distribution while still getting
food to our needy friends.
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God Provides
Ruth’s Gleanings in Spartanburg will be
blessing us with a 15-pound box of fresh
produce for each of our shoppers this
month! Volunteers will pick up the boxes
on Friday, June 19 to have them ready for
Saturday. The produce comes from the
FDA, who are amping up their efforts to
get farmers’ unsold food into the hands of
the hungry during this difficult time. We
can’t wait to see our shoppers’ faces when
they discover the bounty!

Donations
While our office is closed, the best way to
donate to Bread from Heaven is to make a
financial contribution which we can use to
purchase perishables. Just put “Bread
from Heaven” in the memo line of your
check or select it from the drop-down box
of accounts when donating online. Thanks!
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Floor Cleaning
A huge thanks goes to
all our furniture haulers: Scott Glidden,
Angharad Torres,
Mike Johnson, and
Miles Gettys. They’ve
managed to empty all our carpeted rooms
so Ree could steam clean the carpets you won’t believe the difference a deep
cleaning made!
Now Ree is putting a fresh coat of wax on
the tile floors in the parish hall, nursery,
and sacristy. She has worked so hard during this time of quarantine and we can’t
wait to welcome you back into our sparkling clean building!

Vacation Bible School
July 26-30, 6:00 pm

As we adjust to socially distanced ways of
being the church, we’re exploring possibilities for a Vacation Bible School experience
that will be fun, inspiring, and also safe.
Depending on what happens between now
and then, we may participate on Zoom; we
can sing and dance, participate in the
skits, and even visit marketplace shops
using at-home craft packets. Watch for
details and volunteer opportunities as we
get closer and know our restrictions.
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(1 Covidians 12:1-11) Now concerning the
wearing of masks, brothers and sisters, I
do not want you to be uninformed. You
know that in the time before Covid, we
were enticed and led astray thinking that
we were not responsible for one another's
health. Therefore I want you to understand
that no one speaking in the spirit of love
ever says 'masks be cursed!'; and no one
can say 'masks are a really good idea for
everybody!’ except through a spirit of love.
Now there are varieties of masks, but the
same spirit of wearing them; and there are
varieties of mask wearers, but the same
virus; and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same precautions that must be
shown to everyone.
To each is given a manifestation of a mask
for the common good. To one a mask is
given through our mask makers, and to
another a purchased one online, or in a
store according to the same spirit of protection. Some fashion one after watching a
video on YouTube, to another... they already had some. The knowledge of needing to wear one according to the same
spirit, to another faith that the same spirit
will improve health and save lives.
In other words, wear a mask!...
Because loving our neighbor as ourselves
is the crux of it. If our neighbor is sick (and
perhaps doesn't even know it yet) our
masks help protect US. If WE are sick
(and perhaps don't even know it yet) our
masks help protect OUR NEIGHBOR...
... it is a tangible and visible manifestation
and practice of our LOVE.
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How Are You?
I hope you’re well and provided for. If you
need anything at all, please call either Jenny+ or the member of the Pastoral Care
team who has reached out to you. And
the fact that you’re scared or frustrated or
just lonely is a need—we want to be there
for you!
Are you able to go out and pick up groceries or run other errands for those who really need to stay out of infection’s way? Let
Jenny+ know that, so we can pass needs
along and get them met.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
June 1
June 4
June 4
June 4
June 8
June 9
June 9
June 10
June 17
June 18
June 21
June 26
June 27
June 27

Hendrix Thomas
Steve Boggs
Grady Pope
Brad and Cyndi Holmes
John and Kim Guthrie
Freyah Batten
Miriam Harding
Dennis and Nancy Fowler
Carolyn Smith
Paula Boggs
Chad Mabry
Sara Harding
Debra Harder
Carla Winter

Prayer List
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Jake Blackwell
Melissa Bridgwood
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Bill Brown
Steve and Claudia Butler
Renée Carnes
Jonah Delang
Ann Ellison
Steve Glidden
Melissa Gray
Hannah Green
Wayne Johnson
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Dee Dee Porter
Johnny Raines
Debra Rich
Elizabeth Roberts
Angharad Torres
Jane Waters
Ginny Wilder
Those who’ve died:
Suzy George
Jeannette Inman
Ted Opie
Jean Painter
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Blair Dennis
Jamie Greene
Medical personnel, especially:
Steve Boggs
Niccie Dearing
Elizabeth Forbes
John Gelok
Steve and Kelly Lewis
Mimi McCully
Kyle and Ann Meade
Teresa Rhymer
And those who are ill, lonely, scared, or
grieving
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Sunday
31

Monday Tuesday

Pentecost 1

2

3

Trinity 8

9

10

8:00
9:00 Morning
Morning
Prayer I on FB
Prayer
10:00 Coffee Hour
on FB
on Zoom
7

Wednesday

8:00
9:00 Morning
Morning
Prayer II on FB
Prayer
10:00 Coffee Hour
on FB
on Zoom

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

16

17

21

3 Pentecost 22

23

24

28

4 Pentecost 29

39

1

8:00
9:00 Morning
Morning
Prayer II on FB
Prayer
10:00 Coffee Hour
on FB
on Zoom

8:00
9:00 Morning
Morning
Prayer I on FB
Prayer
10:00 Coffee Hour
on FB
on Zoom

The Incarnation Word

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

Saturday

11
12
13
8:00
8:00
8:00
10:15
Morning Prayer Morning Morning DOK on
on FB
Prayer on Prayer
Zoom
5:00 KidFB
on FB
Friendly Service on FB

2 Pentecost 15

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

Friday

4
5
6
8:00
8:00
8:00
Morning Prayer Morning Morning
on FB
Prayer on Prayer
5:00 KidFB
on FB
Friendly Service on Zoom

14

8:00
9:00 Morning
Morning
Prayer I on FB
Prayer
10:00 Coffee Hour
on FB
on Zoom

Thurs-

18
19
20
8:00
8:00
8:00
9-12
Morning Prayer Morning Morning
Bread
on FB
Prayer on Prayer
from
5:00 KidFB
on FB
Heaven
Friendly Ser8:00 BfH
vice on FB
Apts.
25
26
27
8:00
8:00
8:00
Morning Prayer Morning Morning
on FB
Prayer on Prayer
5:00 KidFB
on FB
Friendly Service on Zoom
2
3
4
8:00
8:00
8:00
Morning Prayer Morning Morning
on FB
Prayer on Prayer
5:00 KidFB
on FB
Friendly Service on Zoom
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