July 2020

Seriously,
WHEN will we be back in Church?
As the COVID-19 infection rate in South
Carolina and Cherokee County skyrockets,
Bishop Waldo has restricted in-person worship through at least the end of July. This
is not what any of us hoped for. However,
the situation at St. Christopher’s, Spartanburg, has highlighted why this restriction
is so important right now. Their
priest has been hospitalized with
COVID, probably contracted
from her daughter, whose coworker has it. Because she
was keeping office hours, her
office manager has tested positive as well (and perhaps
passed it to her family). They
were holding services for the 5
worshippers allowed by the bishop,
so now two weeks of those worshippers, 10 more people, and their families,
have been exposed, since the priest could
have been spreading the virus two weeks
before she showed symptoms. This disease is no joke. We don’t fully understand
how it’s spread, but we know it’s highly
contagious. There are no measures we
can take to make worshipping together in
person safe, since none of us can be sure
we aren’t asymptomatic spreaders. So for
the foreseeable future (and, let’s be honest, perhaps until there’s a vaccine), we
will worship virtually.
With you, I mourn. I miss seeing you all,
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being near you, hugging you. I miss singing together. I miss our raucous passing of
the peace. I miss the little ones rushing in
to tell us what they learned in Children’s
Chapel that day. And I desperately miss
the intimacy and mystery of Communion,
all of us gathered at one rail to receive the
one bread and one cup.
As much as I miss all these things, I gladly
give them up to protect you all from
any infection I may have. Love
requires that sacrifice, and I
embrace it gladly for you, my
dear friends.
Meanwhile, our doors may be
closed, but Incarnation is
alive and thriving. We worship together (on Facebook)
not just on Sundays but on
weekdays as well, and attendance
remains higher than most summers. We
share our joys and sorrows and pray together. And we are giving away more food
than ever at Bread from Heaven. In every
way, we continue to be the Church.
So for now our doors will remain closed but
Incarnation will be wide open—just in new
and different ways. And we trust that the
Spirit continues to enliven and inspire the
Church to do new and wonderful things to
spread the Good News of God in Christ.
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Vestry Meeting

AV Task Force

Your vestry will gather
virtually, and you’re invited! Meetings are always open; just click
this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089979951?
pwd=azdGNzRmSWFXQ05kZ2F6eTBEdV
FSdz09
to join the meeting.

It’s becoming clear
that livestreaming
services will continue to be important
even after we resume in-person worship. We have
many obstacles to overcome in order to
livestream from the sanctuary: getting a
strong enough internet connection, obtaining the equipment we’ll need, and solving
our lighting and sound issues. Would you
like to be part of the small group researching these needs? Let Morgan know and
she’ll include you in the conversation.

Sunday, July 12 at
10:30
On Zoom

Face Masks
At St. Christopher’s,
coronavirus was passed
between people working
in separate offices, reminding us of how very
contagious this disease
is. With that in mind, and in keeping with
Bishop Waldo’s directive, we now ask that
no one enter our church building at any
time without wearing a mask and keeping
it on the entire time you remain inside. If
you don’t have a mask and need to come
in, we have disposable masks and will be
happy to provide you with one. Thank you
for doing your part to keep us all safer.
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Amazon
Do you order
from Amazon?
Well, there’s a
way to get Amazon to donate a
percentage of
what you spend there to Incarnation. Instead of going to Amazon.com, go to
Smile.Amazon.com and log in as you usually do. You’ll have full access to your Amazon account and all the Amazon merchandise. At the top of the page, where it
says “Supporting,” designate Church of
Incarnation in Gaffney, SC as the recipient
of your donations. Thank you! (Note that
this is not an endorsement of Amazon or
commentary on their business practices or
political views, simply information for those
who choose to shop the company.)
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Donations
We’re so grateful for all
of you who’ve kept your
pledges current during
this time. We’ve made
sure there are a variety
of easy ways for you to
make contributions:
• You can always mail a check to us:
Church of the Incarnation
308 College Drive
Gaffney, SC 29340

•

•

Online contributions are easy. Just go
to our web site www.IncarnationGaffney.org and click the “Donate
Now” button or click here. To cover
the fees associated with this method of
giving, check the “cover fees” box.
You can also text “Give” to (833)-5370569 to donate by text message. This
method also has a fee and a handy
“cover fees” box you can check.

Again, thank you for giving to the ministry
of this amazing church.

Cleaning Update

Lawn Care

You won’t recognize the place when you
come back to our building! Not only has
Ree cleaned almost all the windows and
carpets, she has now deep-cleaned and
waxed the floors in the nursery, sacristy,
and parish hall. You can see yourself in
them! And all the dirt in the seams between tiles is
gone! We are
so blessed that
Ree has used
this time to
make our empty buildings
sparkling clean
and ready for
our return.

While we all
stayed home,
the weather has
turned warm and
the grass has
grown. Which
means we’re
once again hiring our wonderful Bobby to keep our grounds looking
great. Want to help out by paying for a
week (or more) of fabulous lawn care? It
costs $60 each week. Make a check out to
Incarnation with “lawn care” in the memo
line or designate your online payment by
selecting “Lawn Care” from the drop-down
menu under “General Fund.”
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Godly Play

Vacation Bible School
After much deliberation, we’ve decided to
let VBS go for this year. While we could
adapt the program to be done over Zoom,
we felt like the heart of the program is the
group experience, which would be missing. We just couldn’t imagine kids singing
and dancing along with us on their computer screens, watching the skits without
having hands-on experiences, or attempting crafts on their own from home. And
the games would be out of the question.
However, we don’t want to miss an important chance to teach our little ones and
deepen their faith. So this fall, once families are back to a more regular schedule,
we’ll reintroduce our Wednesday night kidfriendly services. Keep an eye out for
more information about these fun, interactive, engaging services!
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It’s hard to know what Sunday School will
look like this fall. On the one hand, many
states are starting to place restrictions on
gatherings again. At the same time,
schools seem to be leaning toward inperson classes starting up next month.
Because it’s unlikely that we’ll be holding
in-person
worship services right
away, we’re
making plans
for Godly
Play classes
that can be
held on Zoom
as easily as
in person.
But we need
your help! Would you be willing to serve
as a Godly Play storyteller from your
home? Let Jenny+ know. You’ll tell the
story using our wooden figurines as always and then lead the wondering questions. Children will respond to the stories
using their own art
supplies at home,
then share their
creations with the
group. You’ll conclude with prayer
time and singing.
You’ll be trained
and given everything you need to
make the stories
come alive for our
little ones.
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Brick by Brick

Adult Ed

Like Godly Play,
Brick by Brick will
transition to a Zoom
format at least to
begin the fall. The
teacher will have
the kids read the
story from their
homes and will then
lead the wondering
questions. The kids
will respond with
either legos or art
supplies from their homes and then share
their creations. The teacher will lead the
group in prayers to end. If you’d like to
lead this adventure for our tweens, let Jenny+ know. You’ll be given all the training
and supplies you need.

Zoom makes it so easy for us to gather
from our own homes and do a book study /
discussion together. What have you been
reading during quarantine? Has anything
inspired you or enlightened you or drawn
you closer to Christ? Share titles with Jenny+ and stay tuned to hear what we’ll explore together.

Bread from Heaven

day. Then on Saturday, July 18,
we’ll need a small crew of volunteers. One will stand at the entrance to the parking lot to check
off shoppers as they arrive and to
signal to the runner how many
families are in each car (and so
how many bags of food are needed). Others volunteers will work in teams
of two: one will add frozen items to the
bags, staying in the kitchen, while the other will run the food one carload at a time to

Saturday, July 18
9:00 - 10:30

We’ll continue with our contactless food distribution this month.
Ellie and Don Bird have volunteered to pre-pack bags of food
for our shoppers. On Thursday, July 16, a
volunteer will be at the church at 8:00 to
take appointments by phone, signing up
our shoppers for their time slots on Satur-
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a table. Each car will drive to the table,
get out and put the bag(s) in their car, and
drive on. This should make for a contactfree distribution while still getting food to
our needy friends.
If you feel it’s safe for you to do so, we’d
love your help. To volunteer, email Scott.
Volunteers will work in masks and gloves
at all times. You can volunteer to:
• Take appointments at 8:00 Thursday
• Serve on the 8:30-9:30 crew
• Serve on the 9:30-10:30 crew
Because so many pantries aren’t operating
right now and so many farmers have unsold produce, this month we’ll have two 15

Morning Prayer

Mondays through Fridays at 8:00am
On our Facebook page

-pound boxes of fresh
produce for each of our
shoppers from the FDA
by way of Ruth’s Gleanings! We can’t wait to
see our shoppers’ faces
when they discover the
bounty!
While the church office is closed, the best
way to donate to Bread from Heaven is to
make a financial contribution which we can
use to purchase Aldi gift cards for our
shoppers. Just put “Bread from Heaven”
in the memo line of your check or select it
from the drop-down box of accounts when
donating online. Thanks!

are on our website. You can also download the service booklet and lectionary
readings directly. Can’t wait to begin the
days in prayer with you!

This service is a great way to ground our
days in Christ and one another. Want to
join us? Go on Facebook and find the
page for Episcopal Church of the Incarnation (like us, while you’re there). Each
weekday morning at 8:00 watch for the live
feed to start and join in. Let folks know
you’re there by typing a greeting in the
Comments. And be sure to list your prayer
concerns so we can all pray them together. If you miss the service, you can always
watch it on our Facebook page later. All
the materials for you to follow the service
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Sunday Morning Services

Would you like to record yourself reading
one of the lessons or the Prayers of the
People? Email Ellie and she’ll put you on
the list!

Sundays at 9:00
On our Facebook page

We’ll continue to livestream one service on
Sunday mornings at 9:00; those who aren’t
up and going by that time can always
watch it later at their convenience. We’ll
alternate between a Rite I service (the language used at the normal 8:30 service)
and a Rite II service (the language of
10:30). But each week we’ll enjoy hymns
put together by Bobbi and Hal through
some complex technical wizardry. And
each week’s service will include a Children’s Sermon as well as a regular homily.
As we pass the peace, be sure to add your
name to the Comments so everyone can
greet you. We may not be in the same
building, but we can still gather together
and worship.

Date

Each week the service booklet and children’s bulletins will be available on this
page of our website.

Zoom Coffee Hour
Sundays at 10:00
On Zoom

Each Sunday after service we’ll get together on Zoom for virtual coffee hour (bring
your own coffee). To join us, click on the
following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86718827011?
pwd=cGNiY2VkYm41RTRrZUM4bmdwTH
F5UT09

July 5
5th Pentecost
Proper 9
9:00

July 12
6th Pentecost
Proper 10
9:00

July 19
7th Pentecost
Proper 11
9:00

July 26
8th Pentecost
Proper 12
9:00

1st Lector

Scott Glidden

Don Bird

Scott Glidden

Robin Childers

2nd Lector

Tyler Proctor

Tonja Blackwell

Tyler Proctor

Noah Lindeman

Intercessor

Cynthia Glidden

Ellie Bird

Cynthia Glidden

Gena Poovey

Counters

None

Ellie Bird
Michael Darnell

Michael Darnell
Ed Hoffman

Michael Darnell
Mike Johnson

Flowers

Available

Available

Available

Torres Family

Lawn Care

Available

Available

Available

Available
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How Are You?
I hope you’re well and provided for. If you
need anything at all, please call either Jenny+ or the member of the Pastoral Care
team who has reached out to you. And
the fact that you’re scared or frustrated or
just lonely is a need—we want to be there
for you!
Are you able to go out and pick up groceries or run other errands for those who really need to stay out of infection’s way? Let
Jenny+ know that, so we can pass needs
along and get them met.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 9
July 10
July 17
July 18
July 29
July 30

Zeke Holmes
Seth Harding
Jenny Gettys
Kenny and Niccie Dearing
Helga Klepin
Morgan Johnson
Neely Guthrie
Cora Torres
Dever Smith

Prayer List
The Sick:
The Rev. Debbie Apoldo
David Sarratt
The Homebound
and those with Long-Term Needs:
Jake Blackwell
Melissa Bridgwood
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Bill Brown
Steve and Claudia Butler
Renée Carnes
Jonah Delang
Ann Ellison
Steve Glidden
Melissa Gray
Hannah Green
Wayne Johnson
Louis Miller
Vincent Moore
Dee Dee Porter
Johnny Raines
Debra Rich
Elizabeth Roberts
Angharad Torres
Jane Waters
Ginny Wilder
Those who’ve died:
Edith Burns,
Brooke Hamilton’s Nana
Tommie Torres,
Ben Torres’ grandmother
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Blair Dennis
Jamie Greene
Medical personnel, especially:
Steve Boggs
Niccie Dearing
Elizabeth Forbes
John Gelok
Steve and Kelly Lewis
Mimi McCully
Kyle and Ann Meade
Teresa Rhymer
And those who are ill, lonely, scared, or
grieving
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Sunday
28

4 Pentecost 29

9:00 Morning Prayer
Rite I on FB
10:00 Coffee Hour
on Zoom

5

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8 Pentecost 27

9:00 Morning Prayer
Rite I on FB
10:00 Coffee Hour
on Zoom
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Wednes-

Thursday

Friday

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

Saturday

39
1
2
3
4
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
Morning
Morning
Morning
Morning
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer on
Prayer
on FB
on FB
FB
on FB
5:00 KidFriendly
Service on
Zoom
7

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8

8:00
Morning
Prayer on
FB

14
15
8:00
8:00
Morning
Morning
Prayer
Prayer on
on FB
FB

9

10

11

16

17

18
8:3010:30
Bread
from
Heaven

8:00
Morning
Prayer on
FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer on
FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

8:00 BfH
Apts.

7 Pentecost 20

9:00 Morning Prayer
Rite II on FB
10:00 Coffee Hour
on Zoom
26

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

6 Pentecost 13

9:00 Morning Prayer
Rite I on FB
10:00 Coffee Hour
on Zoom
10:30 Vestry on
Zoom
19

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB

5 Pentecost 6

9:00 Morning Prayer
Rite II on FB
10:00 Coffee Hour
on Zoom
10:30 Worship Committee on Zoom
12

Monday Tuesday

9:00
DOK
outside

21
22
8:00
8:00
Morning
Morning
Prayer
Prayer on
on FB
FB

23

24

25

28
29
8:00
8:00
Morning
Morning
Prayer
Prayer on
on FB
FB

30

31

1

8:00
Morning
Prayer on
FB
8:00
Morning
Prayer on
FB

8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB
8:00
Morning
Prayer
on FB
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