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August 2020 

Incarnation Academy 
 

Since we closed to in-person worship in 
March, Iôve been wrestling with what the 
role of the Church is in these times.  Obvi-
ously, this is a time for vigorously preach-
ing the good news of Godôs constant pres-
ence with us and love for us.  And weôve 
found ways to continue to do that.  And  
this is a time for extra pastoral care and 
support, and weôve found a way to do that.  
This is also a time for working even more 
diligently to meet the subsistence needs of 
our friends who are suffering more than 
ever, and Bread from Heaven has gotten 
access to more food than ever and found a 
safe way to distribute it.  Meanwhile, our 
amazing facility has remained practically 
empty and our ministry to young families 
has slowed.  It hasnôt felt like weôre being 
completely true to what God has called us 
to be and do. 

 
Until now.  Par-
ents are wres-
tling with whatôs 
best for their 
children as 
schools open 
back up.  Is it 
safe for them to 
be in crowded 
classrooms and 

school busses?  Yet do parents have ade-
quate time, skills, patience, and internet 
access to commit to virtual learning?  And 
how do parents work their own jobs, even 

if their children are only home three days a 
week?   
 
Thatôs where 
the vision of 
Incarnation 
Academy 
was born.  
Our families 
can bring 
their students 
to Incarna-
tion.  We can 
make it as 
safe as pos-
sible for them to learn here with working 
parents and other volunteers rotating 
through as proctors.  Students will still 
have some socialization and parents will 
have freedom to go to work.  It feels like 
exactly how we can be the Church right 
now. 
 
So hereôs the plan.  When students arrive, 
their temperatures will be taken and theyôll 
go wash their hands.  Masks will be worn 
the entire time theyôre inside.  Each family 
will have a table on which to work in the 
parish hall, spaced adequately.  Each stu-
dent will have his or her own space and a 
bin to store all their supplies so pencils and 
paper arenôt being passed between hands.  
Each table will be stocked with sanitizing 
wipes, hand sanitizer, and a trash can.  We 
had already planned to vastly improve the 
internet signal throughout our facility in or-
der to be able to livestream services, so 

Incarnation Academy 



weôll have plenty of signal for all their 
school-issued devices.  To keep noise and 
distractions down, each student will need 
headphones with a mic to use on their de-
vice. 
 
Weôll have very clear protocols for wiping 
surfaces after using restrooms.  Students 
will bring their own lunches and eat them 
at their family tables, sanitizing their space 
before and after lunch. 

 
At least twice a day students will take 
breaks from their screens to run around on 
the playground, play basketball or corn 
hole, or ride their bikes in the parking lot.  
During that time, the parish hall and kitch-
en will be flushed with fresh air using box 
fans.  This will rid the room of any particles 
hanging in the air.  Our ceiling fans will 
keep the air circulating the rest of the day. 
 
At the end of each school day, students 
will again sanitize their areas before leav-
ing for home. 
 
Obviously, this plan is not without risk.  But 
for most of our families, itôs by far the best 
option they can see.  At this point we have 
14 students committed to joining us (7 
while schools are in hybrid mode and 7 for 
the entire year), with another 3 probables.  
Itôs exciting to open  our amazing facility to 
provide a place of safety and learning for 
our little ones.   

I hope youôre as excited about this as I am.  
Want to help make it possible?  Hereôs 
what we need: 
§ volunteers to help monitor studentsô 
work and tutor as needed 

§ financial donations so we can provide 
each student with: 
§ a set of headphones with a mic 
§ a bin to hold all their supplies  

§ Clorox or Lysol wipes and spray 
§ hand soap 
§ paper towels 
§ toilet paper 
§ paper napkins 
§ a set of cornhole bags  
§ a forehead thermometer  
§ a box fan  
§ 5 small trash cans 
§ small trash bags 
§ power strips and extension cords 

In the book of Esther, she is challenged to 
risk her own life by going to the king to 
plead for her people.  Sheôs told, ñWho 
knows?  Perhaps you have come to royal 
dignity for such a time as this?ò  I suspect 
that God has gifted Incarnation with a love 
for children, with our amazing facilities, 
and with some financial security for such a 
time as this.  I canôt wait to be the Church! 

 
Godôs Peace, 

Jenny+  
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Vestry Meeting 
Sunday, August 9 at 10:30 
On Zoom 

 
Your vestry will gather vir-
tually to discuss the busi-
ness of Incarnation and 
make decisions on your 
behalf.  Meetings are al-
ways open; just click this 
link to join the conversa-
tion: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089979951?
pwd=azdGNzRmSWFXQ05kZ2F6eTBEdV

FSdz09  

 
. 

 
 
AV Task Force 
 

Your AV Task Force has been hard at 
work identifying our needs and finding so-
lutions.  When weôre finished, weôll have 
outstanding WiFi signal throughout our 
building, making Incarnation Academy and 
livestreaming possible from anywhere in-
side as well as from Trinity Garden.  This 
means we should be able to worship to-
gether as soon as the weather permits! 

Weôve found a simple camera to stream 
our services and a tablet from which to 
operate it (pivoting the camera and zoom-
ing in or out as needed) from anywhere in 
the church.  Would you be interested in 
learning to operate the camera some Sun-
days?  Let Jenny+ know!  Weôll make sure 
youôre completely trained and confident in 
using this super-simple, user-friendly sys-
tem. 

 
 
 
Donations 
 

Weôre so grateful for 
all of you whoôve kept 
your pledges current 
during this time.  
Weôve made sure 
there are a variety of 
easy ways for you to 
make contributions: 

¶ You can always mail a check to us: 
Church of the Incarnation 
308 College Drive 
Gaffney, SC 29340 

¶ Online contributions are easy.  Just go 
to our web site www.Incarnation-
Gaffney.org and click the ñDonate 
Nowò button or click here.  To cover 
the fees associated with this method of 
giving, check the ñcover feesò box. 

¶ You can also text ñGiveò to (833)-537-
0569 to donate by text message.  This 
method also has a fee and a handy 
ñcover feesò box you can check.   

 
Again, thank you for giving to the ministry 
of this amazing church. 

The Incarnation Word                                                                                                      3 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089979951?pwd%3DazdGNzRmSWFXQ05kZ2F6eTBEdVFSdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3a-V4dhNchD2dzR8rfRn-B
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089979951?pwd%3DazdGNzRmSWFXQ05kZ2F6eTBEdVFSdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3a-V4dhNchD2dzR8rfRn-B
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86089979951?pwd%3DazdGNzRmSWFXQ05kZ2F6eTBEdVFSdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3a-V4dhNchD2dzR8rfRn-B
mailto:rector@incarnation-gaffney.org?subject=Camera%20Operator
http://www.Incarnation-Gaffney.org
http://www.Incarnation-Gaffney.org
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1307069


Weôll also make a schedule of whoôll proc-
tor when.  Then the students will join us 
and weôll walk them through what each day 
will look like and how theyôll need to keep 
one another safe.  Hereôs the link to join 
us: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135797142?
pwd=WjBSUDVQTG45N1E1WWNvRnBDa
2VGZz09  
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Incarnation Academy Orientation 
Sunday, August 16 at 5:00pm 
On Zoom 
 
Parents and students, weôll gather on 
Zoom to walk through how Incarnation 
Academy will operate.  Parents will gather 
first and weôll walk through safety 
measures proctors will need to enact.  

 Playground Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, August 15 
8:30-11:30am 
 
Over the summer the kudzu and weeds 
have run amok in our playground.  We 
want to have it all ready for our students to 
use by the time school starts so theyôll 
have a safe place to take off their masks 
and get some exercise, taking a break 
from the screen time of school.   

Join us on the Saturday of Bread from 
Heaven to weed and trim and reclaim our 
playground for the kids!  Please park either 
at the museum or on Johnson Street as 
Bread from Heaven distribution will be in 
our parking lot. 
 
 
 

Lawn Care 
 
You can sponsor a 
week (or more) of 
fabulous lawn care!  
It costs $60 each 
week.  Make a 
check out to Incar-
nation with ñlawn 
careò in the memo 
line or designate 
your online pay-
ment by selecting ñLawn Careò from the 
drop-down menu under ñGeneral Fund.ò 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135797142?pwd%3DWjBSUDVQTG45N1E1WWNvRnBDa2VGZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw39Pd8-H2XjXeaWXLxYgC16
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135797142?pwd%3DWjBSUDVQTG45N1E1WWNvRnBDa2VGZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw39Pd8-H2XjXeaWXLxYgC16
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135797142?pwd%3DWjBSUDVQTG45N1E1WWNvRnBDa2VGZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw39Pd8-H2XjXeaWXLxYgC16


I know Zoom is a tough way to do this, but 
itôs better not to have all the students in the 
building until they understand the parame-
ters.  If Zoom meetings arenôt possible for 
your family, plan to join Jenny+ in person 
at the church that evening. 
 

 
 
Godly Play 
For ages 3 - 2nd Grade 
Starting Sunday, September 13 
Probably on Zoom  
 
With infection rates 
rising, weôre making 
plans for Godly Play 
classes that can be 
held on Zoom as 
easily as in person.  
But we need your 
help!  Would you be 
willing to serve as a 
Godly Play storyteller from your home?  
Let Jenny+ know.  Youôll tell the story us-
ing our wooden figurines as always and 
then lead the wondering questions.  Chil-
dren will respond to the stories using their 
own art supplies at home, then share their 
creations with the group.  Youôll conclude 
with prayer time and singing.  Youôll be 
trained and given everything you need to 

make the stories come alive for our little 
ones. 

 
 
 
Brick by Brick 
For Grades 3-6 
Starting Sunday, September 13 
Probably on Zoom 
 
Like Godly Play, Brick by 
Brick will more than likely 
transition to a Zoom format 
at least to begin the fall.  
The teacher will have the 
kids read the story from 
their homes and will then 
lead the wondering ques-
tions.  The kids will re-
spond with either legos or art supplies 
from their homes and then share their cre-
ations.  The teacher will lead the group in 
prayers to end.  If youôd like to lead this 
adventure for our tweens, let Jenny+ 
know.  Youôll be given all the training and 
supplies you need. 

 
 
 
Adult Ed 
Starting Sunday, September 13 
Probably on Zoom 
 
There seem to be two main views of other 
religions: either theyôre dangerous tempta-
tions away from Christ and to be shunned 
or theyôre great alternatives to Christianity 
and to be embraced.  Barbara Brown Tay-
lor, an Episcopal priest, encourages her 
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students and us to 
take a more nu-
anced look at other 
faith traditions and 
seek to learn from 
them while still hold-
ing fast to our faith in 
Jesus.  Through-
out Holy Envy, Tay-
lor weaves together 
stories from the 
classroom with re-
flections on how her 

own spiritual journey has been complicat-
ed and renewed by connecting with people 
of other traditionsðeven those whose 
truths are quite different from hers.  The 
one constant in her odyssey is the sense 
that God is the one calling her to disown 
her version of Godða change that ulti-
mately enriches her faith in other human 
beings and in God.  

Adults will read and reflect on Barbara 
Brown Taylorôs Holy Envy together in Adult 
Ed time.  Due to social distancing, itôs best 
that we each procure our own copy of the 
book; itôs available at Amazon, among oth-
er places.  If you have trouble getting a 
copy, let Jenny know and sheôll order you 
one. 
 
 
 

Education for Ministry 
 
When EfM transitioned to a Zoom format 
last spring, we found it impossible to con-
tinue the in-depth discussions we were 
able to have in person.  Recognizing that 
we would need to meet virtually for a while 
this fall, the group decided to take a yearôs 
hiatus.  Weôll miss the time together, but 
look forward to when we can safely meet 
again. 

Bread from Heaven 
Saturday, August 15 
8:30 - 10:30 
 
Weôll continue with our contact-
free food distribution this month.   

If you feel itôs safe for you to do 
so, weôd love your help.  To vol-
unteer, email Scott.  Volunteers 
will work in masks and gloves at all times.  
You can volunteer to: 
¶ Pack a bag of food per shopper some 

time the week of August 10 
¶ Take appointments at 8:00 
Thursday, August 13 
¶ Serve on the 8:30-9:30 crew 
¶ Serve on the 9:30-10:30 crew 
 
Want to donate food or funds?  
Feel free to drop items by the 
church office.  You can leave 

them at the door (just let Jenny+ know 
theyôre there) without coming into contact 
with anyone! 

mailto:glencoras@gmail.com?subject=Bread%20from%20Heaven

