December 2021
While all around us Christmas is on full
display, we remain in the season of Advent. The word “advent” means “coming.”
In this season we await and prepare for the
coming of Christ – both in the manger at
Christmas and at his second coming.
The Advent
Wreath is full
of symbols.
It’s a circle,
which reminds us that
God, like a
circle, has no
beginning and
no end. We
often entwine
the circle with
evergreens;
these remind
us that our
hope of Christ’s coming, like an evergreen,
never dies. The green color symbolizes
newness, renewal, and the eternal life we
have in Christ.
The four candles signify the four weeks of
Advent. The candles are blue, the color of
Mary and also the color of the night sky as
dawn approaches. So it’s a color of hope
and anticipation, of something wonderful
dawning.
The light of the candles reminds us that
Christ is the light of the world that comes
into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us
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that we are called to be a light to the world
as we reflect the light of God’s grace to
others. As we get closer to Christmas, the
light is brighter, reminding us that Christ is
closer.

This year we’ll highlight the theme of each
week’s Advent candle in our Sunday services and in our prayers at home as families. In week one we’ll talk about the
HOPE that Jesus brings: hope that God is
already at work in the darkness of our lives
and that God will show us how to partner
with God in that work. Week two we’ll focus on PEACE, promising to make the
changes in ourselves that we need to
make to be God’s servants and bring
peace to God’s world. Week three will be
about JOY as we remember that God is
with us every day, which means we can
rejoice in even the worst of
circumstances. Week four
we’ll remember the LOVE
God shows us in deigning
to come be with us as one
of us. We’ll strive to love
others with that same perfect, sacrificial love.
May each candle of the
Advent wreath draw you
closer to Jesus as we
await his coming at Christmas in the manger of our hearts.
God’s Peace,
Jenny+
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Brick by Brick

Age 3—12th Grade
Sundays at 9:30
Each Sunday of Advent the
young people will decorate
cards and send messages
of hope, peace, joy, and
love to people who need them.

Advent Spirituals
Adults
Sundays at 9:30

This Advent, adults
will explore the
themes of the season
through the music of
African slaves in
America. As they
longed for liberation
with hope in their
hearts, so we long for
the promised messiah who will set us free.

ish gifts but about the lowly, hard-working
shepherds whose toil kept the economy
running. They heard the angels and followed the star as the first people welcomed by God Incarnate.
Dec. 12 - Children, Go Where I Send Thee
In the midst of
oppression, suppression, and repression, enslaved Africans in
America continued to watch,
wait, and hope for
freedom by creating songs that expressed the ability “to go.”
Dec. 19 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain
While “Go, tell it on the mountain” is a spiritual that tells the story of what shepherds
did after hearing the message of the angels, during the Civil Rights Movement, it
was repurposed as a call to action for freedom-loving people.

Dec. 5 - Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow

Enslaved African Americans sang not
about the wealthy royalty who brought lav-
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Join us, masked and distanced, in the parish hall as we wait and watch for the freedom and justice we pray Jesus will bring at
his Incarnation and second coming.
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Morning Prayer

Mondays through Fridays at 8:00am
Live on our Facebook page
Join us weekday mornings at 8:00 on our Facebook page for a service of scripture and
prayers. All the materials for you to follow the
service are on our
website. It’s wonderful
beginning our days in
prayer together! I look
forward to “seeing” you
online!

Each week we’ll focus
on the theme of that
week’s candle: hope,
peace, joy, or love. At
the end of the service,
the Advent family will
lead us out into the
world with a torch lit from
that week’s candle - following the light of hope,
peace, joy, and love and
carrying that into a world that needs it.

Advent Sunday Services
Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30

Mask up and join us. We’ve taken every
precaution to make worship as safe as
possible. We’ll also continue to livestream
the 10:30 service on our Facebook page;
follow along in the service booklet and insert on this page of our website. You can
watch it as it’s happening or any time after
that.
Advent is
a season
of hopeful
preparation as we
await the
coming of
the Christ
child.
You’ll no-
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tice many changes in our worship during
this season. The color of our vestments
changes to blue, the color of Mary and the
color of the night sky as dawn begins to
break. Each week a family will come forward to place a few more figures in the
manger and to light one more candle on
the Advent wreath.

Advent is a prayerful time. As you come
forward for Communion you’ll
be able to light a candle as a
prayer, watching the heat of
the flame carry your prayer up
to God. Pat+ will also be
available to pray with you because of Covid, you’ll both
remain masked and she won’t
hold your hands like usual. It
can be so helpful to have another person pray with you for
your concerns.
We pray our worship for this season helps
you find a quiet moment to still your soul
and listen for Christ being born in you
anew.
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of Jesus’ birth followed by the Eucharist.
This service will be interactive and kidfriendly and we’ll sing all your favorite
Christmas hymns. Join us in the church
masked and distanced or worship along
with us on our Facebook page. Follow
along in the service booklet posted on our
web page.

Advent Compline

Wednesdays at 8pm
On Facebook
For Advent, we’ll pause mid-week for a
brief service to close the day. Join us for a
few minutes of prayer and reflection
livestreamed on Facebook as we focus on
the Reason for the Season. This is a great
way for children and adults to unwind at
the end of a long day. Follow along in the
service booklet by clicking here.

Christmas at Incarnation
Christmas Eve Service

Friday, December 24, at 4pm
In person in the church
Our early Christmas Eve service will be a
Covid-safe puppet show telling of the story
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Christmas Eve Choral Eucharist
Friday, December 24, at 9pm
In person in the church

We’ll begin with
“Silent Night” by
candlelight and
crescendo to
“Joy to the
World” as the
Messiah is born
again. Come
celebrate with
glorious music,
wafting incense, and the gift of the Eucharist. Join us in the church masked and
distanced or worship along with us on our
Facebook page. Follow along in the service booklet posted on our web page.
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Christmas Midnight Service

Thursday, December 24, at 11:00pm
On Facebook
Usher in Christmas Day with this gentle
service of hymns and scripture from our
outdoor manger scene. Let the peace of
this night fill you with hope. Worship with
us on our Facebook page; follow along in
the service booklet posted on our web
page.

Christmas Day Service

Saturday, December 25, at 9am
On Facebook
Jenny and Tucker will don their matching
Christmas jammies and livestream a brief
service to celebrate the real gift of the season - the gift of the Christ child. So step
away from the gifts and food and family
and worship with us on our Facebook
page; follow along in the service booklet
posted on our web page.
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The Twelve Hymns of Christmas
On Facebook

We’ll continue the tradition we began last year
of celebrating each day
of the Christmas season with music and
memories. Each morning we’ll share a special
video on Facebook;
pictures of past Incarnation Christmases will accompany the
sounds of our choir singing a beloved
Christmas hymn. Each day will bring a
new video to continue the joy of the season.

First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 26, at 9am
On Facebook

Did Joseph use
power tools? Did
the Wise Men
take their golf cart
to Bethlehem?
Well this year,
they will! You’ll
love this hilarious
adaptation of the
Christmas story
filmed on location
at parishioners’ homes. The scenes will
be interspersed with all your favorite
Christmas hymns. Worship with us on our
Facebook page; sing along using the service booklet posted on our web page.
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Robin Childers
Ben Torres

Cora Torres

Greenery
Scott Glidden
Morgan Johnson

Jennie Hamrick
Katt Lowry
Torres Family
None
McAllister
Family
Pat Gotautus
Bobbi Albert

Renée McFalls
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Cynthia Glidden
Brad Johnson

Ellie Bird

Jennie Hamrick
Carla Winter
Hoffman Family
None
Wallace and
Blanton Family
Robin Childers
Scott Glidden

Tonja Blackwell
None
Don Bird
Greenery
Ed Hoffman
Ben Torres

Angharad Torres

Children’s
Chapel

Greeters

Thurifer

Advent
Family

Euch Min

1st Lector

2nd Lector

Intercessor
Camera

Flowers

Counters

Lemonade

Pew Racks Cora & Asher Torres

None

Cathy Roberts

Marty Marett

Carla Winter

Nursery

Hope Greene

None
Max Hyde

None

Robin Childers
Amanda McAllister

Cynthia Glidden
Scott Glidden

Angharad Torres
Ben Torres

Available

Carla Winter

None
Ellie Bird

Hamrick and
Childers Families

None

Carla Winter
Jennie Hamrick

Jennie Hamrick
Joette Johnson

None

None

None

Christmas

None
Ellie Bird

None

None

Pat Gotautas

None

Ellie Bird

None

All Altar
Guild

Brick by
Brick

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM

Altar Guild

December 19
4th Advent
10:30

December 12
3rd Advent
10:30

December 5
2nd Advent
10:30

Date

None

None

None

Christmas

Scott Glidden
Tonja Blackwell

Tyler Proctor

Bobbi Albert

Cynthia Glidden

Hoffman
Family

Tyler Proctor

Hoffman Family

None

None

None

All Altar Guild

December 24
Christmas Eve
9:00 PM

First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel
Reading

December 5
2nd Advent

Malachi
3:1-4

Canticle 16

Philippians
1:3-11

Luke
3:1-6

December 12
3rd Advent

Zephaniah
3:14-20

Canticle 9

Philippians
4:4-7

Luke
3:7-18

December 19
4th Advent

Micah
5:2-5a

Canticle 3

Hebrews
10:5-10

Luke
1:39-55

December 24
Christmas Eve

Joel
2:21-27

Psalm
126

1 Timothy
2:1-7

Matthew
6:25-33

Vestry Meeting

Annual Parish Meeting

In our final meeting as the current vestry,
we’ll close the books on a challenging year
of growth and change and look forward to
a wonderful year for Incarnation in 2022.

Although we never really know what will
happen with Covid numbers in the next
month, at this point our plan is to begin the
new year with breakfast together as we
enjoy our Annual Parish Meeting. We’ll be
electing four new vestry members and two
new delegates to represent Incarnation at
Diocesan Convention under our new bishop. We’ll celebrate the past year and
dream about our future. And we’ll vote on
our budget for the new year.

Sunday, December 12, at 11:45
In the Parish Hall

Sunday, January 9 at 9:30
With Breakfast!!

We can’t wait to sit down over a meal together once again, now that even the children can be vaccinated. See you there!
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Shrub Work
Work has begun on trimming our shrubs
and mulching our flower beds - and it looks
amazing!! We’re so grateful to the good
people of Worker B’s for all their work.

Want to see the work continue? Make a
donation to the Shrub Fund, either online
or in person. And we’ll bring the crew
back to improve our playground and Trinity
Garden areas!

Coffee Hour

Breakfast!

Now that vaccines are
possible even for the
young people, and
now that winter is
here, we’ve moved Coffee Hour back inside. Come enjoy a snack and drink and
chat with all the people we’ve missed for
so long!

Assuming we don’t see another holiday
surge in Covid infections, we’ll plan to resume our monthly time to get together
over a fabulous breakfast prepared by the
men of Incarnation. Come hungry and
ready to chat! And men, if you want to
volunteer in the kitchen, let Ben Torres
know - no cooking skill required.

Sundays at 11:45
In the Parish Hall

Sunday, January 9 at 9:30
In the Parish Hall

Want to provide individually wrapped
snacks or drinks for us to share? Drop off
your donations at the church any time we’d be so grateful!
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Reverse Advent
Once again this year the manger will be
the place where our friends’ needs are
met. We’ll use our outdoor stable to collect donations of warm clothing, blankets,
new socks, toiletry items, baby items, and
food. Those in need can come take what
they need and folks in the neighborhood
can drop off donations of their own.

Bread from Heaven

Saturday, December 18
8:00 - 10:30
Once again this month we need YOU to
help us get good food into the hands of
our needy friends and neighbors. If you
feel it’s safe for you to do so, we’d love
your help. To volunteer, email Scott. Volunteers will work in masks at all times.
You can volunteer to:
• Take appointments at 8:00 Thursday,

December 16.

• Help pack bags of food for our shop-

pers Thursday, December 16 at 10:00.

• Serve on either the 8:00-9:00 crew or

the 9:00-10:30 crew on Saturday, December 18, checking shoppers in or
taking their prayer requests.

• Serve on either the 8:00-9:00 crew or

the 9:00-10:30 crew on Saturday, December 18, bringing bags of food out
so shoppers can load them.

Rather than just buying gifts for friends
and family who already have so much, this
Advent let’s also give to those who don’t
have much.

Want to support Bread from Heaven in
other ways? We always need donations.
Financial contributions will allow us to purchase milk and eggs for all our shoppers.
And our stock of non-perishables is running low. We especially need canned vegetables. Thank you!
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Birthdays
December 5
December 9
December 12
December 16
December 17
December 20
December 21

Nancy Fowler
Dawn Bridges
Lainey McAllister
Sudie Gelok
Taylor Mabry
Brooke Hamilton
Cathy Roberts

Anniversaries
December 8
December 20
December 30

David & Julie Taylor
Dave & Becky Vassy
Brad & Morgan Johnson

Vincent Moore
Greg Power
Johnny Raines
Debra Rich
Dever and Carolyn Smith
Tim Wood
Those expecting children:
Jackie and Reese Glidden
Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Blair Dennis
Jamie Greene

Prayer List

Medical Personnel on the front lines of
Covid:
John Gelok
Beth Johnson
Steve & Kelly Lewis
Mimi McCully
Kyle & Ann Meade

The Sick:
Billy Corbett

Those who’ve died:
Debbie Hession

Those with Long-Term Needs:
Lucille Aldred
Jake Blackwell
Tonja Blackwell
Libby Blanton
Lauren Bridges
Melissa Bridgwood
Bill Brown
Steve and Claudia Butler
Renee Carnes
Kathy Cutler
Jonah Delang
Steve Glidden
Fergie Horvath
Wayne Johnson
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Sunday
28

Mon

1st Advent 29

8:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 Coffee Hour

8:00
MP on
FB

Tues
30

8:00
MP on FB

6:15 EfM
5

2nd Advent 6

8:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 Coffee Hour

12

3rd Advent 13

8:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 Coffee Hour
11:45 Vestry Meeting

19

8:00
MP on
FB

4th Advent 20

8:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 Coffee Hour

26

8:00
MP on
FB

8:00
MP on
FB
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8:00
MP on FB

1

8:00
MP on
FB

Thurs

8:00
MP on
FB

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

8:00
MP on
FB

8:00
MP on FB

8pm
Compline
on FB
8

8:00
MP on
FB

9:30
Worship
8pm
Committee Compline
on FB
6:15 EfM
14

15

21

22

8:00
MP on
FB

8:00
MP on FB

9:00
DOK

16
17
18
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00MP on
MP on FB
MP on
MP on FB 10:30
FB
FB
Bread
10:00
from
8pm
Pack
Heaven
Compline
BfH
6:15 EfM
on FB
Bags
8:00
MP on FB
6:15 EfM

8:00
MP on
FB

23
8:00
MP on
FB

8pm
Compline

1st Christmas 27

9:00 Christmas Pageant on
FB
No in-person Services
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Weds

28
8:00
MP on FB

29
8:00
MP on
FB

30
8:00
MP on
FB

24

25
9:00
8:00
am
MP on FB
Christmas
Christmas
Service
Eve Seron FB
vice 4 and

31

1

8:00
MP on FB

11

