May 2022
Presiding Bishop Curry’s
Easter Message
A number of years ago, when
I was serving as the bishop of
North Carolina, one of our
clergy, the Rev. James Melnyk, offered a workshop on
the Saturday before Palm
Sunday on how to design,
and color, and make Easter eggs.

that, that egg, which is deeply embedded
in the life and the consciousness of the
people of Ukraine, that those Easter eggs
are not just mere symbols, but reminders
of the reality of the resurrection of Jesus.

I attended the workshop with a number of
other people from around the Raleigh area
and did my best to make an Easter egg.
But Jim was a master at doing so. You
see, Jim’s family hailed from Ukraine, and
he had been making those
Easter eggs from childhood,
and spoke of his grandmother and the family tradition
that hailed from Ukraine, the
making of those Easter
eggs. I knew the significance
of the Easter egg and Easter. I knew the
stories and the truth and the teachings
about the coming of new life into the world,
and the connection of life emerging from
an egg, and Jesus rising from the dead,
bringing new life and hope into our world.

Think back. On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem, as we know, riding on a
donkey. That was a deliberate act on his
part. He entered Jerusalem at about same
time that Pontius Pilate, the governor of
Rome, would’ve been entering the city
from the other side, from the other gate.
Pilate would’ve been riding a war horse,
accompanied by a cavalry and infantry. He
would’ve been riding in
the streets of Jerusalem
at this, the dawn of the
Passover, which was a
celebration of Jewish
freedom. Harking back to
the days of Moses and
the Exodus, Pilate knew that the people
would remember that God decreed freedom for all people, and that the Roman
empire, which held Judea as a colony,
would need to put down, by brute force,
any attempt to strike a blow for their freedom.

But it became clear to me,
in the last month or so, in
this time when the people of
the Ukraine are struggling
for their freedom, struggling
to be what God intends for
all people to be, free people,

So, Pilate entered Jerusalem on a war
horse, and Jesus entered Jerusalem on a
donkey. The way of humility, the way of the
love that we know from the God who is
love, the way of truth, the way of compassion, the way of justice, the way of God,
the way of love. That way faced the way of
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the world, brute force, totalitarian power,
injustice, bigotry, violence, embodied in
Pontius Pilate, governor of Rome. And the
rest of the week was a conflict between the
way of the empire and the way of the kingdom or the reign of God’s love.
On Friday, the empire struck. Jesus was
executed on the orders of the governor of
Rome. He was killed, and hope seemed to
die with him. His followers fled, save those
few women who stood by the cross, and
save old Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who provided a tomb for the body of
Jesus. The Scripture says they placed his
body in the tomb and rolled the stone in
front of the tomb. And there he lay dead,
lifeless. There their hopes dashed on the
altars of reality, their truth was crushed to
earth. Their love itself seemed to die.

Then early Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene, and
at least one other, and
maybe a few other women,
went to the tomb to anoint
his body, to do the rites of
burial that were customary.
But when they got there,
they realized that there had been an earthquake, that the earth, if you will, had been
cracked open, and that the tomb was empty. The tomb was open and empty. The
earth had been cracked open, and they
would soon discover that Jesus had been
raised from the dead. The earth cracking
open, the tomb opening like an egg
cracked open, and new life emerging from
it.

of love. That is the victory of
God. The resurrection of
Jesus is the victory that we
can believe in and live by.
Many years before South
Africa ever saw its new day
of freedom, I heard Desmond Tutu in Columbus, Ohio. This was in
the mid-1980s. This was while Nelson
Mandela was still in prison, while there was
no hope of deliverance. I heard him say in
his speech that I believe that one day my
beloved South Africa will be free for all of
her children, Black, white, colored, Asian,
Indian, all of her children.
I believe it, because I believe that God has
a dream for South Africa, and nothing can
stop God’s dream. And I believe that because I believe that God raised Jesus from
the dead, and nothing can stop God. Easter is the celebration of the victory of God.
The earth, like an egg, has been cracked
open, and Jesus has been
raised alive and new, and
love is victorious.
And so this Easter, behold,
the Ukrainian Easter egg,
for the victory of love and
life is one.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

That is the victory of life. That is the victory
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Morning Prayer

Mondays through Fridays at 8:00am
Live on our Facebook page
Start your days with prayer and study each
morning. Join us Monday through Friday at
8:00 on our Facebook page for a service
of scripture and prayers. All the materials
for you to follow the service are on our
website. Or pick up a booklet from the
table in the narthex. I look forward to
“seeing” you online!

Palm Sunday

ing prepare the Eucharist. We’re so grateful to Niccie Dearing, Patterson Greene,
Lainey McAllister, Asher Torres, and Cora
Torres for their willingness to learn this
important ministry.

Music in Worship
Come a few minutes early on Sundays
and enjoy a musical prelude. It’s nice to
spend a few quiet minutes letting the music settle us into a worshipful spirit.
This month we’ll also return to chanting the
Psalms. These poetic writings were always intended to be sung. It’s our prayer
that, as we return to this ancient practice,
the music will bring us together and help
us experience more deeply the heart of
these writings.

Thinking of Confirmation?

Thanks to Patterson and “Scooter” for
making our Palm Sunday procession so
special! It was wonderful gathering with
our friends from Limestone Presbyterian
and Buford Street Methodist Churches.

Crucifers
Crucifers play a vital role in worship leading the procession with the cross and help-
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Confirmation is the
sacrament through
which one makes a
mature affirmation
of faith, taking on
the vows made on
one’s behalf at Baptism. It’s also the
way one who’s part
of another denomination becomes a
member of the Episcopal Church. Talk to Jenny about the
steps necessary to be ready for Confirmation when the Bishop is with us in October.

3

The Incarnation Word

4

Robin Childers

Cynthia Glidden
Niccie Dearing

Robin Childers
Patterson Greene

Pat Gotautas
Cora Torres

Euch Min

Crucifer

Available

Ellie Bird
Jennie Hamrick

Cora and Asher
Torres

Lainey McAllister
Ellie Bird
Morgan Johnson
Scott Glidden

Angharad Torres
Don Bird
Robin Childers
John Gelok

Hope Greene

Patterson
Max Hyde
Ed Hoffman
Ben Torres

Lainey & Amanda McAllister

Dig Greeter

Camera

Counters

Pew Racks

Available

Ellie Bird
Ben Torres

Don Bird

Ellie Bird

John Gelok

Bobbi Albert

Cora Torres

Scott Glidden

Max Hyde

Patterson Greene

Cora Torres

Cynthia Glidden

Intercessor

Ben Torres

Cora Torres

Gena Poovey

Lainey McAllister

Ellie Bird

2nd Lector

John Gelok

Bobbi Albert

Angharad Torres Noah Lindemann

Angharad Torres

Pat Gotautas

Torres Family

Jennie Hamrick

1st Lector

Lainey McAllister

Miles Gettys
Ellie Bird

Jennie Hamrick
Carla Winter

Gena Poovey
Noah Lindemann

Greene Family

Greeters

Joette Johnson

Jennie Hamrick
Dawn Bridges

Marty Marett

Breakfast

Don Bird
Cathy Roberts

Jennie Hamrick
Joette Johnson

Jennie Hamrick

Jennie Hamrick
Carla Winter

Children’s
Chapel

Coffee
Hour

Carla Winter

Jennie Hamrick

Cathy Roberts

Marty Marett

Carla Winter

Nursery

None

None

Robin Childers
Amanda McAllis-

Angharad and
Ben Torres

Cynthia and Scott
Glidden

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

May 29
7th Easter
10:30

None

Cathy Roberts
Niccie Dearing

May 22
6th Easter
10:30

Brick by
Brick

Dawn Bridges
Jennie Hamrick

Hope Greene
Marty Marett

Jackie Hoffman
Carla Winter

Altar Guild

May 15
5th Easter
10:30

May 8
4th Easter
10:30

May1
3rd Easter
10:30

Date

First
Reading

Psalm

Second
Reading

Gospel
Reading

May 1
3rd Easter

Acts
9:1-20

Psalm
30

Revelation
5:11-14

John
21:1-19

May 8
4th Easter

Acts
9:36-43

Psalm
23

Revelation
7:9-17

John
10:22-30

May 15
5th Easter

Acts
7:55-60

Psalm
31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter
2:2-10

John
14:1-14

May 22
6th Easter

Acts
17:22-31

Psalm
66:7-18

1 Peter
3:13-22

John
14:15-21

May 29
7th Easter

Acts
1:6-14

Psalm
68:1-10, 33-36

1 Peter
4:12-14; 5:6-11

John
17:1-11

Bunny Hop
The Bunny Hop is coming your way! A
mystery bunny will leave a little springtime
cheer at your front door. When you get
your visit, call the church office to get the
names and addresses of some parishioners in your neighborhood. Then share
the love forward and feel free to include other neighbors and friends as
well. Or get a jump
on the bunny and
call for names so
you can start the
Hop near you!
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World Day of Prayer

Thursday, May 5 at 6:00pm
City Hall Park
Pastors from all over Gaffney, including
our own Jenny Gettys, will gather at City
Hall Park to lead a time of prayer for our
world, our community, and our schools.
Join us as we turn our concerns over to
God.

Sanitizer Stand
Thanks to Don Bird and Miles Gettys for
creating the beautiful stand for hand sanitizer in our sanctuary. Now we can all take
Communion with clean hands!
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Brick by Brick

Age 3—12th Grade
Sundays at 9:30
The young people will finish up another
school year of learning and growth this
month. Take a minute to stop by their
classroom and look at their creative Lego
reflections on the stories they’ve explored.
May 8 - The Road to Emmaus
I wonder what it was
like to hear Jesus explain the Bible… I
wonder what parts of
the Bible you’d like to
ask Jesus to explain… I wonder what it
would be like to walk beside Jesus…
May 15 - The Ascension
I wonder why Jesus
couldn’t stay on
earth forever… I
wonder how the disciples felt when Jesus returned to
heaven… I wonder
what it looked like
for Jesus to return to
heaven…
May 22 - Pentecost
I wonder how you would
feel if the Holy Spirit
rested on you… I wonder how the Holy Spirit
got into the room… I
wonder what it was like
to understand people
who are different from
you…
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The Cross and the Lynching Tree
Adults
Sundays at 9:30

James H. Cone explores
the interlocking images of
Christ on the cross and
black people hanging
from lynching trees. We’ll
discuss this important
book through the end of
the month.
May 8 - Chapter 3 - “Bearing the Cross
and Staring Down the Lynching Tree”
“Mamie Till said, ‘Lord you gave your son
to remedy a condition, but who knows…
the death of my only son might bring an
end to lynching.’”
May 15 - Chapter 4 - “The Recrucified
Christ in Black Literary Imagination”
“It is exceedingly doubtful if lynching could
possibly exist under any other religion than
Christianity…. Not only through tacit approval and acquiescence has the Christian
Church indirectly given its approval to
lynch law… but the evangelical Christian
denominations have done much towards
creation of the particular fanaticism which
finds its outlet in lynching.”
May 22 - Chapter 5 - “Oh Mary, Don’t You
Weep”
“What is redemptive is the faith that God
snatches victory out of defeat, life out of
death, and hope out of despair, as revealed in the Biblical and black proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection.”
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Education for Ministry

Tuesdays from 6:30-8:30pm
Starting in the Fall

Vacation Bible School:
Jerusalem Marketplace
August 7-11, 2022
6:00-8:00 pm nightly

We’ll transform the church into Jerusalem
during the last week of Jesus’ life. Participants will attend Synagogue School where
the rabbi will teach them the traditions of
the Jewish faith, play authentic games on
the Village Playground, and explore the
shops of the Marketplace where they’ll
make some amazing Bible-times crafts.
Those going into grade 6 or higher will
staff the marketplace shops and then
make some special crafts and have a session of Synagogue School just for them.
Plus we’ll all sing and dance and learn together. Each evening will begin with supper together. It will take all of us to make
this amazing week happen, so watch the
bulletin board in the hallway for sign-up
sheets. And tell all the kids you know to
plan to join us! It will be amazing to learn
and play together again!!
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Are you interested in delving deeper into
study of the scriptures, history, and theology of the church? Do you want to learn to
think theologically about your daily life?
Consider EfM! This graduate-level course
out of Sewanee will open your heart to the
latest in Biblical scholarship while also
providing a small group in which to wrestle
with the tough questions of faith. Talk to
Jenny+, Pat+, or one of our current participants to learn more.

Community Matters:
Discovering your Spiritual Gifts
Coming this Fall

Partnership for Renewal will facilitate this
workshop to help us all discover new ways
to serve one another and those in our corner of God’s kingdom as we continue the
journey to shape and fashion our church
into the community Christ called us to create. Worshippers of all ages will enjoy this
lively, hands-on exploration of who God
created each of us to be. After church one
Sunday we’ll enjoy a covered-dish lunch
together before spending the afternoon
exploring our gifts together. Plan to join
us! The work
of Partnership
for Renewal is
funded by a
grant from the
Diocese.
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Bread from Heaven

Reverse Farm Stand

After two years of parking-lot distribution,
we’re finally back to in-person shopping at
Bread from Heaven!! To volunteer for our
return to normal Bread from Heaven, email
Scott. You can volunteer to:

To kick off the re-boot of Farmers’ Foodshare at the Shelby Farmers’ Market,
we’ve been invited to have a Reverse
Farm Stand. Shoppers will be encouraged
to purchase produce and donate it to us
for Bread from Heaven. And when the
market closes at noon, venders will be
able to donate unsold produce so we can
give it to our shoppers the following Saturday. It will be amazing to have fresh fruits
and vegetables to give away again!

Saturday, May 21
8:30 - 12:00

• Take appointments at 8:00 Thursday,

May 19.

• Check shoppers in and pass out

nametags on Saturday, May 21, from
8:30-noon.

Shelby Farmers’ Market
Saturday, May 14, 8:00-noon

• Sit in an office and take prayer re-

quests from shoppers on Saturday,
May 21, from 8:30-noon.

• Help shoppers select their groceries

and carry their bags to their car on
Saturday, May 21, from 8:30-noon.

Want to support Bread from Heaven in
other ways? We’re really low on canned
vegetables. We have plenty of corn, but
other vegetables are really needed.
Fun things like greens, succotash, and
baked beans are really popular.

A scarf, a hat, and a lot of love…
To show our love and support for the Ukranian student at Limestone University, our
Sew-cialize group crocheted her a scarf
and hat in the
colors of the
Ukranian flag.
We added our
prayers before
the gift was delivered to her.
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Outdoor Work Day
We had an amazing day getting our playground ready to welcome the children on
Easter. We did major pruning and clipping
getting rid of all the kudzu and branches
that were crowding out our little ones. But
there’s more work to be done. Keep an
eye out for word on our next playground
clean-up day and plan to join us.

and Grounds vestry person, for taking care
of this.

Sanctuary Light Fixtures

Your vestry is working very
hard to make sure we stay on
top of routine maintenance and
safety items that haven’t always been possible financially.
Last month we had all our fire
suppression devices inspected,
including the professionalgrade range hood in the kitchen. Thank Niccie Dearing, your Buildings

Have you noticed that it’s getting darker in
the sanctuary? That’s because the bulbs
in the fixtures are gradually going out. But
to change them we need special equipment. We’ve found only one company
with this equipment, the company used by
other Episcopal churches in our area who
have the same fixtures. They will charge
$2,000 to change all the bulbs in all the
fixtures. While we’re having the work
done, it makes sense to switch to LED
bulbs, saving on energy and cooling costs.
Because LED floodlights equivalent to 300
watts are rare, the cost of the bulbs will
come to another $1,000. Want to contribute to this project? Make donations to Incarnation with “Sanctuary Lights” in the
memo line. We really appreciate it!

Breakfast

Coffee Hour

Fire Extinguisher Inspection

Sunday, May 1 at 9:30
Come hungry; the fellas are
whippin’ up French toast! Any
men who want to help out (no
cooking skill required) meet
at the church at 8:00 to get
started. Can’t wait to linger
over a good meal together!
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Thank you to all of
you who’ve been
baking amazing
goodies for everyone
to enjoy as we linger
and chat after
church. We so appreciate your efforts!!
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Birthdays
May 3
May 7
May 9
May 23
May 25

Joette Johnson
Peyton Hughey
Tonja Blackwell
Asher Torres
Ginnie Kidd

Anniversaries
May 12
May 15
May 29

James and Ree Batten
John and Sudie Gelok
Scott and Cynthia Glidden

Tonja Blackwell
Lauren Bridges
Melissa Bridgwood
Bill Brown
Billy Corbett
Kathy Cutler
Peggy Daniel
Jonah Delang
Steve Glidden
Frank Jenkins
Wayne Johnson
Lori Kidd
Vincent Moore
John Morgan
June Oman
Greg Power
Johnny Raines
Debra Rich
Dever and Carolyn Smith
Tim Wood
Those expecting children:
Katt and Dylan Lowry
Stephanie and Jared Parnell
Carter and Julien Ravoire
Becca and Seth Taft

Prayer List
The Sick:
Ginnie Kidd
Rob Rudolph
Sherrie Vassy
The Homebound and Those with LongTerm Needs:
Lucille Aldred
Jake Blackwell
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Those whose jobs place them in harm’s
way:
Blair Dennis
Jamie Greene
Medical Personnel on the front lines of
Covid:
John Gelok
Beth Johnson
Steve & Kelly Lewis
Mimi McCully
Kyle & Ann Meade
Those who’ve died:
Debbie Scruggs
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Sunday
1

Mon

3rd Easter 2

8:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite I
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite II

Tues

Thurs

4

5

8:00 MP
on FB

8:00 MP
on FB

8:00 MP
on FB

5:30 Sewcialize
6:30 EfM

9:30
Worship
Committee

6pm
World
Day of
Prayer

8:00 MP
on FB

3

Weds

Fri
6

Sat
7

8:00 MP
on FB

8

4th Easter 9
10
11
12
13
14
Mothers’ Day
8:00 MP 8:00 MP 8:00 MP 8:00 MP
8:00
8-12
8:30 Holy Eucharist
on FB
on FB
on FB
on FB MP on FB Reverse
Rite I
Farm
9:30 Christian Ed.
Stand
5:30 Sew10:30 Holy Eucharist
9:00 DOK
cialize
6:30 EfM
Rite II
15

5th Easter 16

8:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite II
11:45 Vestry Meeting
22

8:00 MP
on FB

The Incarnation Word

19

8:00 MP
on FB

8:00 MP
on FB
8:00 BfH
Apts.

24
8:00 MP
on FB

25

26

8:00 MP
on FB

8:00 MP
on FB

1

2

8:00 MP
on FB

8:00 MP
on FB

20

21
8:308:00 MP
12:00
on FB
Bread
from
Heaven

27

28

8:00 MP
on FB

5:30 Sewcialize

7th Easter 30

8:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite I
9:30 Coffee Hour
10:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite II

8:00 MP
on FB

18

5:30 Sew- 6:30 EfM
cialize
Party

6th Easter 23

8:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite I
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 Holy Eucharist
Rite II
30

8:00 MP
on FB

17

8:00 MP
on FB

31
8:00 MP
on FB

3

4

8:00 MP
on FB

5:30 Sewcialize
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